A  MEMOIR  OF  EDMUND  B.  WILLSON. 


Read  before  the  Essex  Institute,  at  Academy  Hall, 

Salem,  November  seventh,  1895. 

BY  ROBERT  8.  RANTOUL. 

Edmund  B.  Willson  was  born  at  Petersham,  in  Wor¬ 
cester  County,  August  15,  1820.  He  died  at  Salem,  in 
his  seventy-fifth  year,  June  13,  1895.  His  parents  were 
of  the  sturdy  stock  which  has  made  New  England  what 
she  is.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  five  years  old. 
He  only  recalled  her  as  a  glorified  presence  filling  his 
childhood’s  home.  From  her  he  derived  some  of  his 
most  engaging  traits.  She  was  a  woman  of  mark.  She 
was  Sally,  a  daughter  of  Abijah  Bigelow,  of  the  distin¬ 
guished  old  Middlesex  family  of  that  name,  which  has 
given  to  Boston  a  Mayor;  a  Chief  Justice,  a  Speaker 
of  the  House,  and  a  Secretary  of  State  to  Massachusetts  ; 
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to  the  country,  a  Minister  to  France ;  and  a  famous 
inventor  of  textile  mechanism  to  the  world  at  large. 
Abijah  Bigelow,  the  maternal  grandfather,  fought  at  Lex¬ 
ington  when  nineteen  3'^ears  of  age,  and  when  eighty  years 
old  led  west,  where  he  died  twelve  years  later,  a  family 
migration,  founding  a  settlement  called  Bigelow’s  Mills 
in  northern  Indiana. 

Mr.  Willson’s  father  was  Luther  Willson  of  Worcester 
County,  and  for  a  time  also  of  Wyndham  County,  Con¬ 
necticut,  just  south  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts. 
He  was  of  that  limited  order  of  men,  rare  enough  always, 
— men  to  whom  the  world  owes  its  best — men  who  are 
able  to  make  sacrifices  cheerfully  in  behalf  of  their  con¬ 
victions.  Born  in  the  bracing  air  of  the  high  table-land 
of  central  Massachusetts,  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution, 
and  baptized  in  the  spirit  of  those  stirring  times,  Luther 
Willson  seems  to  have  been,  like  Jackson  and  Calhoun 
and  Greeley  and  many  more  of  our  conspicuous  men, 
of  Scotch-lrish  lineage,  and  to  have  derived  his  paternal 
descent  and  his  name  from  an  ancestor  who  came  here 
from  the  north  of  Ireland  in  1780. 

Intermarriages  occurred  with  the  families  of  Putnam 
and  of  Dunlap,  amongst  others.  Mr.  Willson,  when  he 
visited  the  old  world  in  1878,  thought  he  found  traces  of 
the  family  on  the  ancient  farms  and  in  the  Presbyterian 
pulpits  of  Belfast,  Carrickfergus  and  Londonderry.  While 
serving  his  country  on  the  banks  of  the  James,  at  Ber¬ 
muda  Hundred,  he  was  destined  to  the  strange  suri)rise 
of  stumbling  upon  the  graves  of  an  offshoot  of  his  race, 
bearing  the  same  name,  and  domiciled  between  Petersburg 
and  Richmond,  and  of  talking  with  a  kinsman  whom  fate 
had  thrown  into  his  company  as  a  prisoner  of  war.' 

Note  I.  This  statement  should  not  be  made  without  qualification. 
Mr.  Willson  inclined  to  the  view  that  traces  of  his  ancestry  might  be 
found  in  Ireland  and  never  abandoned  the  hope  of  returning  thither 
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Luther  Willson,  the  father,  a  farmer  and  a  preceptor 
of  youth, — he  had  been  the  principal  of  an  incorporated 
academy  at  Leicester  where  no  less  than  thirty  of  his  de¬ 
scendants  have  been  taught,  Luther  Willson  had  achieved 
in  early  manhood  a  fair  success.  He  had  prepared  for 
college  Gov.  Emory  Washburn,  Judge  Charles  Allen,  and 
other  boys  w'ho  were  to  become  conspicuous  men.  But 
not  content  to  follow  this  career  he  fitted  himself  for  the 
pulpit,  and  in  due  time  obtained  a  license  to  preach.  He 
had  been  trained  in  the  strict  morality  and  in  the  rigid 
dogma  of  the  century  that  had  closed.  But  the  period 
was  one  of  mental  activity  and  growth,  aiid  Luther  Will- 
son  was  not  long  in  finding  out  that  to  conserve  what  w'as 
priceless  in  the  former  did  not  require  him  to  cherish 
what  was  worthless  in  the  latter.  He  had  left  his  ances¬ 
tral  home  for  the  Congregational  parish  in  Brooklyn,  the 
county  seat  of  Wyndham  County,  in  eastern  Connecticut, 
and  here  he  had  grown  to  be  respected  and  beloved.  Upon 
the  close  of  the  war  of  1812-15,  differences  of  dogma 
began  to  assert  themselves  in  New  England  Congrega¬ 
tional  polity,  which  culminated  in  a  few  years  in  the 
liberal  religious,  or  so-called  Unitarian  movement.  In 
1817,  Luther  Willson  was  tried  for  heresy  and  was  con¬ 
victed  of  it,  against  the  protests  of  a  majority  of  his 
parishioners,  and  of  eminent  theologians  of  the  day  who 
w’ere  in  sympathy  with  him.  Aaron  Bancroft  of  Worces¬ 
ter,  the  historian’s  father,  was  among  them.  Luther 
Willson  was  forced  by  the  Consociation  of  Churches  of 
Wyndham  County  to  give  up  his  pulpit,  and  1819  found 
him  established  over  a  broader  and  more  independent 

for  further  investigation.  His  impression  about  the  Virginia  connec¬ 
tion  rested  on  the  spelling  of  the  name  with  a  double  L,  on  similar¬ 
ity  in  the  given  names,  on  personal  resemblance,  and  on  the  fact 
that  the  immigrant  Willson,  who  had  been  lost  sight  of,  was  thought 
to  have  settled  in  Virginia. 
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congregation  at  Petersham  in  his  native  county,  but  not 
before  he  had  accepted  from  Dr.  Channing  an  invitation 
to  pay  him  an  extended  visit  at  the  famous  parsonage  in 
Boston,  and  had  received  from  the  hand  of  the  great 
reformer,  in  recognition  of  his  sturdy  manhood,  the  gift 
of  a  watch  which  remains  an  heirloom  amongst  his 
descendants.” 

Such  were  Mr,  Willson’s  antecedents  and  early  sur¬ 
roundings.  The  scenes  and  duties  of  school  and  farm-yard, 
the  simple  sports  and  pastimes  of  rural  New  England, 
filled  his  opening  years.  No  special  event,  destined  to 
give  direction  to  the  future,  marked  his  young  career. 
An  unconquerable  diffidence,  an  affectionate  temperament, 
a  deep  resentment  of  wrong  done  to  others,  a  lively 
appreciation  of  music  and  a  keen  enjoyment  of  fun,  a 
quick  moral  sense,  a  tender,  sympathetic  heart,  a  healthy, 
well-balanced  mind,  a  manhood  that  never  flinched,  and 
a  stalwart  independence  of  character  which  could  by  no 
means  be  subordinated,  for  it  was  part  and  parcel  of  his 
religious  nature, — these  were  the  furnishings  with  which 
Mr.  Willson  started  out  to  make  his  way  in  life.  His 
health  was  not  robust.  This  interfered  with  prospects 
opening  before  him  both  at  Harvard  and  at  Yale,  and  led 
to  his  retirement  from  the  latter  college,  on  his  father’s 
injunction,  when  he  had  been  there  but  a  single  year.  But 
ultimately,  under  the  rugged  though  congenial  tutelage  of 
a  dairy  farm,  his  health  liecame  confirmed,  and  while  he 

Note  II.  The  fine  old  Petersham  meeting-house — rarely  well  pre¬ 
served.  and  little  modernized  as  yet — was  an  early  and  a  lasting 
object  of  interest  to  Mr.  Willson.  In  it,  as  a  child,  he  had  heard  his 
father  preach,  while  resting  his  head  in  his  mother’s  lap.  Paul  Re- 
vere’s  foundry  furnished  It  with  a  bell,  on  the  rim  of  which  may  be 
read  these  lines ; 

The  uviNG  to  the  Church  I  call. 

And  to  the  Grave  I  summon  all! 
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wavered  then  as  he  did  later  in  life  between  the  pulpit  and 
the  teacher’s  desk,  he  at  last  betook  himself,  under  the 
influence  of  Henry  W'aie,  Jo  the  School  of  Divinity  at 
Cambridge  and  there  received  a  degree  in  course  with  the 
class  of  1843.  Ten  years  later  he  received  from  Harvard 
the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Aits,  and  at  the  annual 
visitation  of  the  Divinity  School  in  June,  1874,  Mr.  Will- 
son  was  selected  as  the  essa3dst  of  the  day,  and  read  an 
address  before  the  Association  of  the  Alumni  of  the  School 
which  earned  high  praise.  He  had  entered  the  Divinity 
School  in  the  summer  of  1840,  a  youth  of  twenty.  His 
distinguished  classmate.  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Allen,  D.D.  thus 
describes  Mr.  Willson  as  he  .seemed  to  his  class  to  be 
while  at  the  Divinity  School : 

"When  I  think  of  him  in  the  little  group  of  eight  which 
included  two  men  of  such  very  marked  and  diverse  qual¬ 
ity  of  genius  as  (.Jiarles  Brigham  and  John  Weiss,  it  is 
most  interesting  to  remember  hoyv,  with  his  rare  modesty, 
candor  and  constitutional  self-distrust,  he  always  held  his 
own  steadily  at  all  points,  so  that  there  was  probably  not 
one  in  the  class  who  so  uniformly  kept  the  moral  confi¬ 
dence  and  intellectual  respect  of  us  all.”  .... 

"  Cn  his  feet  in  actual  debate,  a  severe  test  to  most  men 
of  that  age,  he  was  what  we  have  ahva\’s  known  him, — 
cool,  eas}',  sclf-posses.sed,  never  in  the  least  confused  in 
argument,  clear  in  statement,  with  a  quiet  decision  of 
speech  that  counts  for  a  far  greater  force  than  emotional 
rhetoric  or  boisterous  declamation.” 

This  admiring  classmate  describes  him  further :  "Can¬ 
dor,  modesty  and  a  clear  intelligence ;  a  companionable 
temper,  genial  and  sunny,  and  a  certain  grave  maturity 
of  character ;  a  mental  temperament  sound  rather  than 
robust,  disclosing  a  rare  intellectual  quality  coupled  with 
a  still  rarer  humility  of  spirit  and  deep  self-distrust, — 


132 


A  MEMOIR  OF  EDMUND  B.  WILLSON. 


these  were  traits  as  clearly  written-  then  on  that  winning 
face  of  his  as  we  have  read  them  there  in  all  the  decades 
since, — traits  perhaps  favored  hy  training  in  a  rural  acad¬ 
emy,  which  in  some  points  may  compare  to  advantage 
with  the  hot-house  culture  some  immature  natures  undergo 
in  college  life.  This  candid  grace  of  soul,”  the  same 
observer  adds,  "  which  all  men  saw  in  him,  was  the  root 
of  his  great  strength.  With  his  great  moral  sincerity  and 
courage, — sheer  moral  courage,  though  carrying  with  it  a 
fine  intellectual  capacity  which  he  was  too  slow  to  admit, — 
and  with  his  singularly  clear,  common-sense  (conviction 
on  points  of  practical  judgment,  Mr.  Willson  was  ditii- 
dent  of  urging  his  own  opinion  against  the  opjwsing  view 
of  others.  But  where  the  question  turned  on  points  of 
principle  rather  than  of  practice,  there  was  no  man  whose 
word — clear,  placid,  firm,  generous,  serene — was  more 
readily  given  or  was  listened  to  with  more  uniform,  affec¬ 
tionate  and  venerating  delight.” 

Mr.  Willson’s  first  parochial  charge  was  at  Grafton  in 
his  native  county.  He  was  ordained  during  the  fir.st  week 
of  January,  1844,  as  minister  of  the  First  (’ongregational 
Parish  in  that  town.  On  the  eighth  day  of  May  follow¬ 
ing,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  A. 
Buttrick  of  Framingham,  and  entered  upon  a  hallowed 
communion  only  interrupted  three  years  before  his  death. 
Mrs.  Willson’s  grandfather,  Major  John  Buttrick,  was 
the  Revolutionary  hero  who  was  in  command  at  Concord 
Bridge  at  that  most  trying  moment  of  our  hist(jry,  and 
gave  the  word  to  fire.  Five  children  of  this  union  sur¬ 
vive. 

As  Dr.  Bentley  had  done  before  his  ordination  at  our 
East  Church,  Mr.  Willson  had,  before  this  date,  divided 
his  interests  and  his  activities  pretty  evenly  between  teach¬ 
ing  and  the  pulpit.  At  Leicester  Academy,  where  he  had 
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been  a  pupil  and  his  father  a  preceptor, — at  Westford 
Academy, — in  Littleton, —  in  Petersham,  where  he  grew 
up, — in  Brooklyn  and  New’  Haven,  Connecticut,  and  else¬ 
where,  between  the  years  1835  when  he  left  Yale  College, 
and  1843  when  he  was  graduated  at  the  Cambridge  Divin¬ 
ity  School,  Mr.  Willson  had  contributed  to  the  family  ex¬ 
chequer  and  to  the  advancement  of  good  learning  in  the 
community  about  him,  by  taking  charge  of  schools.  Thi.s 
system  of  alternating  teaching  with  study,  not  uncommon 
at  the  time,  began  at  Canterbury,  Connecticut,  when  he 
was  but  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  was  attended  with  the 
usual  rough  experience  to  be  looked  for  when  a  delicate 
and  ambitious  boy  is  set  to  master  pupils  of  every  age  and 
grade  in  a  village  school.  But,  from  the  date  of  his  ordi¬ 
nation  at  Grafton,  he  set  before  him  no  divided  duty. 
From  that  day  on,  every  faculty  of  his  being  was  conse¬ 
crated  to  life-long  ministrations  of  love  and  peace.  To 
discharge  acce[)tably  to  others,  and  with  some  modest  de¬ 
gree  of  satisfaction  to  himself,  the  pulpit  and  parochial 
duties  of  an  ancient  parish,  was  enough  to  fill  the  measure 
of  his  hopes.  Self-distrust  seems  indeed  to  have  been  rec¬ 
ognized,  then  and  always,  by  those  who  knew  him  well, 
as  the  stumbling-block  in  his  career.  And,  judging  from 
the  frequency  with  which  he  was  aj)proached  with  flatter¬ 
ing  offers  throughout  his  |)rofe8sional  life,  it  w’ould  seem 
that  the  public  to  which  he  ministered  was  much  more 
alive  than  he  to  the  very  excej)tional  fibre  and  quality  of 
his  mind.  His  view's  of  the  pulpit  function,  though  never 
extreme,  were  w’holly  untrammeled  and  somewhat  peculiar 
to  himself.  No  man  should  enter  the  pulpit,  he  thought, 
who  was  not  charged  with  an  evangel, — conscious  of  a 
message.  The  society  w’hich  invited  his  ministrations 
must  respect  his  earnestness  and  trust  his  delicacy.  It  was 
not  without  a  meaning  that  we  have  built  the  pulpit  higher 
than  the  pew’s.  If  the  utterances  of  the  pulpit  were  to 
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be  dictated  by  the  judgment  of  the  pews,  the  preacher’s 
highest  value  must  fail  of  being  reached. 

It  is  not  without  interest  to  note  at  this  point  that  the 
first  publication  emanating  from  Mr.  Willson’s  pen,  of 
which  a  trace  remains,  was  of  a  historical  or  antiquarian 
cast.  He  preached  a  sermon  in  December,  1846,  based 
upon  a  study  of  his  parish  records.  Of  this  a  copy  is  pre¬ 
served  in  the  library  of  Harvard  University.  It  contains, 
in  an  appendix,  valuable  notices  of  the  Society  and  Church, 
was  printed  by  the  congregation,  and  makes  a  {lamphlet 
of  some  forty  pages.  Again,  in  1854,  he  was  honored  by 
Petersham  with  an  invitation  to  be  the  orator  of  the  day 
on  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of 
his  native  town.  So  worthily  did  he  discharge  this  task 
that,  on  the  publication  of  Ids  address,  the  Christian 
Examiner  singled  it  out  for  es[)ecial  jiraise.  "  Year  by 
year,”  remarked  that  critical  authority,  "these  local  anni¬ 
versary  addresses  are  multiplied.  Many  of  them  are  hard 
to  read,  and  must  have  been  still  harder  to  hear;  some  are 
doubtless  interesting  to  those  immediately  concerned,  but 
lack  fascination  for  the  general  reader ;  while  a  few,  in 
their  style,  their  method,  and  their  judgment  in  selection 
of  facts,  have  all  the  attractioJi  of  substantial  history.  To 
this  last  class  Mr.  WMllson’s  address  belongs.  It  is  simple, 
chaste,  and  graceful  in  its  diction  ;  full,  but  not  redund¬ 
ant  in  its  materials ;  as  enthusiastic  as  it  ought  to  be  for 
such  an  occasion  and  from  a  son  of  the  town.  With  pru¬ 
dent,  but  rather  provoking  discretion,  he  has  refrained 
from  sketching  some  characters  which  gave  him  ample 
chance  for  humorous  description.  The  few  pleasant  touches 
of  fun  which  break  out  occasionally  from  the  narrative 
make  us  regret  that  its  writer  has  resisted  so  well  his  temp¬ 
tation  to  repeat  some  traditions  which  have  not  lost  their 
richness,  though  they  have  been  often  told. 

"  The  modest  doubt  in  the  Preface  about  the  '  permanent 
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value  ’  of  this  Address  will  not  be  shared  by  its  readers. 

It  will  probably  be  considered  by  the  citizens  of  Peters¬ 
ham  as  the  most  excellent  document  w^hich  has  ever  orig¬ 
inated  from  their  town,  excepting,  perhaps,  the  famous 
Revolutionary  manifesto  of  1773,  in  drawing  which  they 
were  assisted  by  Josiah  Quincy.”"*  The  State  Historical 
Society  of  Wisconsin  made  Mr.  Willson  a  corresponding 
member  at  this  time  and  solicited  copies  of  his  published 
writings.  The  historian  Bancroft  assured  him,  in  an  auto¬ 
graph  letter,  of  the  pleasure  he  derived  from  reading  his 
address  at  Petersham,  being  himself,  as  he  said,  "  a  native 
of  Worcester  County  and  a  dear  lover  of  New  England 
municipal  institutions;”  while  ten  years  later  the  New 
England  Historic-Genealogical  Register  was  holding  up 
this  rare  production  of  Mr.  Willson’s  pen  as  a  model  for 
future  essays  in  local  history.*'’ 

Mr.  Willson  remained  at  Grafton  until  1852.  Consti¬ 
tuted  as  he  was,  the  years  from  1844  to  1852  brought  stir¬ 
ring  times.  The  education  of  the  people  was  a  cause  ever 
near  his  heart,  and  the  great  struggle  which  resulted  in 
the  development  of  a  general  system  of  free  schools  for 
Massachusetts,  then  some  years  in  progress,  was  not  yet 
won.  The  famous  seventh  annual  report  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  the  epoch-making  utterance  of  that  contest, 
appeared  in  1844.  Mr.  Willson’s  frequent  and  extended 
correspondence  with  Horace  Mann  shows  how  intimate 
and  confidential  were  his  relations  with  that  gallant  cham¬ 
pion,  at  a  period  when  obloquy  and  misconception  were 
the  lot  of  those  who  upheld  his  cause.  The  system  was 
assailed  by  Calvinists  then,  as  it  is  assailed  by  Romanists 

N(»tk  III.  See  the  Christian  Examiner,  for  1856,  Vol.  lviii,  pp. 
.806-7. 

Note  IV.  See  the  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Regis¬ 
ter  for  1864,  Vol.  xvra,  p.  230. 
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now,  because  it  taught  no  sectarian  beliefs.  It  was  a 
godless  system,  so  they  thought,  in  that  it  leaves  re¬ 
ligion  to  the  home ,  welcomes  the  children  of  the  State 
as  the  common  progeny  of  that  grand  old  mother — our 
beloved  Commonwealth — who  counts  them  neither  Greek 
nor  Jew,  barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  nor  free,  but  only  a 
precious  brood  all  given  her  to  cherish  and  advance  alike, 
and  which  concedes  to  parents  of  whatever  sect  the  nat¬ 
ural  right  to  indoctrinate  their  offspring  as  they  will. 
From  evangelical  pulpits  and  from  Lyceum  platforms  the 
advocates  of  the  system  were  ruthlessly  denounced  as 
atheists,  as  infidels,  and  as  false  lights,  threatening  to 
mislead  the  people  they  professed  to  serve.  But  Mr.  Will- 
son  never  wavered  in  his  course  ;  neither  at  Grafton,  where 
his  position  on  the  school  committee  cost  him  many  friends, 
at  West  Roxbury  where  he  became  the  superintendent 
of  schools,  nor  afterwards  at  Salem,  where  he  was  con¬ 
spicuous  in  resisting  the  enforced  observance  of  Protestant 
rites  in  non-sectarian  schools  as  impolitic  and  unfair.'’ 

We  are  prone  to  regard  the  School  System  as  we  know 


Note  V.  This  statement  has  been  commented  on  with  some  sever¬ 
ity.  I  print  it  as  it  was  read.  It  does  not  import  that  all  Calvinists 
or  all  adherents  of  the  Church  of  Rome  have  ever  assailed  the  school 
system.  The  contrary  is  the  fact.  To  say  tiiat  amongst  its  most 
ardent  supporters  have  been  at  all  times  Calvinists  and  cominunicants 
of  the  Church  of  Rome  would  probably  be  true.  But  it  was  no  part 
of  my  argument  to  assert  that  fact.  My  proposition  was  that  the  sec¬ 
ularizing  of  the  schools  was  as  objectionable  to  some  of  the  Calvinists 
once  as  it  is  to  some  communicants  of  the  Church  of  Rome  now. 

This  I  suppose  needs  no  demonstration.  Horace  Mann’s  last  report 
rendered  as  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education,  dated  Nov.  24,  1848, 
treats  the  matter  fully, — especially  so  in  pages  103,  104,  and  lo.'i.  The 
journals  of  the  day  record  forcible  Interference  with  the  early  work¬ 
ing  of  the  system.  I  recall  the  time  when,  in  a  neigliboring  sea-board 
town,  night  after  night,  a  ladder  was  put  up  against  the  end  of  a 
district  school-house  and  the  chimney  stuffed  with  wet  sea-weed. 
Governor  Everett  placed  my  father  on  the  first  Board  of  Education 
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it, — the  great  engine  that  it  has  become,  toiling  and  throb¬ 
bing  with  what  seems  almost  an  automatic  life, — as  though 
it  were  the  product  of  some  giant  mind  struck  out  at  a 
stroke,  full  grown  and  panoplied  at  every  point,  like  armed 
Minerva  from  the  brain  of  Jove.  It  was  a  growth  and 
not  a  creation ;  it  was  a  struggling  experiment  in  Mr. 
Willson’s  day  and  owed  its  continued  life  to  a  few  intelli¬ 
gent,  courageous,  resolute  and  great-souled  men.  While 
he  lived  at  Grafton,  as  his  journal  shows,  scarcely  a  day 
passed  in  which  Mr.  Willson  did  not  visit  one  or  more 
of  the  schools  in  town. 

The  changed  attitude  of  the  Federal  Government  to¬ 
wards  slavery  was  bringing  the  offensive  institution,  dur¬ 
ing  those  troubled  years,  home  to  the  heart  and  hearthstone 
of  every  northern  man.  Federal  statutes  for  the  rendition 

appointed  in  Massachusetts.  In  the  discharge  of  that  office  he  received 
the  following  ietter :  Boston,  Dec.  21,  183S. 

R.  Rantoul,  Jr.,  Esq.  Dear  Sir: 

Happening  at  this  moment  to  be  in  a  store  down  town,  I  met  a 
friend  fresh  from  Salem,  who  tells  me  that  a  Rev.  Mr.  T  *  *  *  of 
Salem,  a  few  nights  since,  held  forth  before  the  Lyceum  in  Salem 
against  the  Board  of  Education  in  truly  magnificent  style,  denouncing 
it,  of  course,  as  an  invention  of  the  Devil ;  dissecting  it ;  showing 
the  preponderance  of  Unitarianism  in  it, — that  the  next  element  in 
point  of  strength  was  infidelity,— two  members  infidels,— one  certain, 
another  pretty  certain,— and  that  its  orthodoxy  was  confided  to  one 
poor  weak  old  man ! 

When  you  come  thro’  Salem  next  week,  please  enquire  something 
about  this  man — no  doubt  he  is  an  earthquake  breeder ! 

Yours  truly  and  in  great  haste, 

Horace  Mann. 

The  Lyceum  Records  show  that  the  subject  of  the  lecture  alluded 
to  was  “  Common  School  Education,”  and  that  the  lecturer  was  a 
Calvinist  clergyman,  in  regular  standing,  occupying  a  Salem  pulpit. 

But  the  popular  theology  of  New  England  has  had  its  phases  and 
its  changes  of  front,  and  what  is  orthodox  at  one  time  is  heterodox  at 
another.  When  Mr.  Willson  was  on  the  School  Board  of  Salem,  there 
was  continuous  disquiet  in  the  schools  because  the  majority  of  our 
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of  fugitives  from  service  had  been  put  in  force.  To  those 
who  accepted,  with  Mr.  Willson,  the  brotherhood  of  men 
in  all  its  breadth,  but  who  had  been  content,  as  he  had 
been,  to  circumscribe  the  area  of  slavery  and  leave  it  un¬ 
der  our  federal  compact  to  the  arbitrament  of  the  States 
where  it  survived,  the  time  for  inaction  seemed  to  be  gone 
by,  now  that  the  monstrous  iniquity  and  startling  solecism 
had  exchanged  its  apologetic  attitude  for  one  of  defiance 
and  attack,  and,  with  a  front  of  brass,  stood  forth  to  block 
the  progress  of  the  nation  and  the  age.  Mr.  Willson  in 
the  pulpit  found  himself  posted  like  the  sentinel  on  a 
beleaguered  watch-tower, — his  simple  duty  to  sound  the 

citizens  insisted  upon  readings  from  their  version  of  the  Bible  and 
upon  other  Protestant  observances  oflensive  to  the  minority.  After 
a  long  and  exciting  contest,  Mr.  Willson’s  proposition  to  excuse 
children  from  bowing  the  head  upon  the  hands  during  religious  obser¬ 
vances  to  which  they  were  taught  at  home  and  at  church  to  object, 
was  voted  down.  But,  not  long  before,  our  ancestors  had  been  ob¬ 
jecting  to  Bible  readings  and  the  reciting  of  the  Lord’s  prayer  in  their 
own  pulpits,  because  these  forms  savored  too  strongly  of  the  methods 
of  the  Church  of  England.  Felt  (Annals  of  Salem,  Vol.  u,  pages  697 
and  625)  shows  that  it  was  as  late  as  1736  in  the  First  Church  in  Sa¬ 
lem,  as  late  as  1804  in  the  Tabernacle  Church  in  Salem,  and  as  late 
as  1806  in  the  South  Church  in  Salem,  that  the  objectors  to  having 
the  Bible  read  in  the  pulpit  finally  yielded  their  scruples.  It  was  not 
so  very  long  ago  that  the  prevailing  theology  of  this  section  found  no 
fault  with  the  dogma  of  infant  damnation,  but  was,  as  late  as  the 
outbreak  of  the  Revolution,  commending  the  somewhat  highly  fiavored 
lines  of  Dr.  Wigglesworth  in  which  he  disposes  of  children  who  die 
unchristened,  with  a  quaint  brutality  of  phrase  presumptuously  put 
into  the  mouth  of  Christ : 

“  A  sin  it  is, — therefore  in  bliss 
You  may  not  hope  to  dw'ell ; 

But  unto  you  I  shall  allow 
The  easiest  room  in  Hell.” 

Omnia  mutantur,  nos  et  mutamur  in  illis  I 
Again,  I  have  been  taken  to  task  for  misstating  the  attitude  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  and  for  “stooping  to  the  use  of  the  invidious  term, 
Romanist.”  No  dictionary  to  which  I  have  access  gives  a  hint  that 
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alarm,  whatever  foe  approached.  So  clear  were  his  utter¬ 
ances,  so  searchinff  his  clarion  tones,  so  unmistakable  the 
quality  of  his  courage,  and  his  determination  to  put  the 
interests  of  the  country  before  any  of  his  own  that,  when 
Theodore  Parker,  a  few  years  later,  left  West  Roxbury 
for  the  wider  field  he  found  in  Boston,  the  inclination  of 
the  parish  turned  towards  Mr.  Willson,  and  a  successful 
effoi’t  was  made  to  secure  his  service  there. 

Other  pulpits  had  before  invited  him.  On  leaving  the 
Divinity  School  he  had  been  called  to  Templeton  in  his 
native  county,  and  Meadville  too,  a  seminary  of  Unita¬ 
rian  theology, — an  appeal  not  easy  to  resist, — had  at  that 

the  word  Romanist  is  an  invidious  term.  Had  I  suspected  that,  I 
should  not  have  used  it.  The  dictionaries  use  it  themselves  in  defin¬ 
ing  other  words,  and  the  worst  said  of  it  is  that  it  is  in  more  common 
use  amongst  opponents  than  amongst  adherents  of  the  Church  of 
Rome.  The  attitude  of  that  Church  towards  secular  education  is  too 
broad  a  subject  to  be  treated  in  a  foot-note.  So  far  as  I  know,  those 
adherents  of  the  Church  of  Rome  who  prefer  so-called  parochial 
scliools  to  the  State  sciiools  do  not  prefer  them  on  the  ground  that 
they  furnisli  a  more  perfect  practical  or  secular  training  nor  that  they 
teach  better  morals.  See  a  sermon  preached  by  Mr.  Willson,  Nov. 
16,  and  reported  fully  in  the  Salem  Gazette,  Nov.  27,  1879. 

The  seventh  annual  report  of  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  dated  .January  1, 1844,  and  printed  with  State  Documents  of  that 
year,  which  gave  the  most  exhaustive  review  of  tlie  field  of  popular 
education  then  presented  to  the  people  of  this  State,  devotes  large 
space  to  the  matter  of  moral  and  religious  instruction.  And  on  pages 
171  and  172  we  are  told  how  this  diflicult  problem  had  been  success¬ 
fully  solved  in  Ireland,  where  a  national  Board  of  Education  had  been 
established  in  1831,  and  all  religious  instruction,  such  as  scripture 
reading,  public  prayer,  catechising  and  every  form  of  devotional 
exercise,  was  excluded  from  the  school  sessions.  In  the  twelfth  an¬ 
nual  report,  dated  November  24,  1848,  and  printed  ■with  State  Docu¬ 
ments  for  1849,  in  which  Horace  Maun  takes  leave  of  his  ofllce  as 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education,  the  last  half  of  the  report, 
from  page  98  to  page  144,  is  taxen  up  with  the  same  subject. 

The  Salem  School  Board  was  greatly  exercised  with  these  questions 
in  December,  1865,  and  in  January,  February  and  March,  1866.  Mr. 
Willson,  then  on  the  Board,  was  the  unfiinching  champion  of  freedom. 
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time  swung  wide  her  hospitable  doors,  with  offers  from 
the  Huidekoper  household  of  pulpit  aid  and  of  the  free¬ 
dom  of  their  rare  accumulation  of  hooks.  But  Mr.  Will- 
son  did  not  stray  from  home.  He  assumed  the  pulpit  at 
West  Roxbury  in  1852.  Hei*e  he  counted  amongst  his 
new-found  friends  progressiv'e  spirits  moving  in  the  rarer 
air  his  training  had  so  fully  fitted  him  to  breathe,  and 
with  none  did  he  form  a  more  valued  and  enduring  friend¬ 
ship  than  with  George  R.  Russell,  whose  views  of  educa¬ 
tional  and  reformatory  movements,  then  engrossing  public 
thought,  he  found  to  be  in  singular  accordance  with  his 

VI 

own. 

The  rendition  of  Anthony  Burns  occurred  two  years 
after  Mr.  Willson’s  settlement  at  West  Roxbury.  He 
spoke  plainly,  taking  care  at  the  same  time  to  have  it 
clearly  seen  that  his  resignation  was  at  the  service  of  the 
parish,  should  there  prove  to  be  divergence  between  his 
views  of  duty  and  theirs.  The  sermon  he  i)reached  on 
the  Sunday  following  the  event  was  printed  at  once.  It 
elicited,  from  so  competent  a  critic  of  style  as  his  class¬ 
mate  Allen,  a  letter  urging  him  to  further  efforts  of  the 
kind  in  view  of  its  forceful,  literary  form  of  expression, — 
"  purely  in  regard  of  the  tine,  clear,  manly  eloquence  of 
style  in  which  he  had  shown  himself  a  master.” 

Dr.  Channing’s  successor,  Dr.  Gannett,  in  a  protest 
which  he  felt  called  upon  to  make  against  all  such  preach¬ 
ing,  addressed  him  thus — "  I  have  just  bought  and  read 
the  sermon.  Though  I  could  not  have  written  such  a  ser¬ 
mon,  and  I  should  not  have  liked  to  hear  it,  I  am  sure  the 
spirit  in  which  it  is  wintten  should  command  respect  and 
admiration.  I  wish  you  and  others  did  not  think  it  nec¬ 
essary  to  preach  just  such  sermons,  but  as  you  do  think 

Note  VI.  Mr.  Russell  presided  over  the  famous  Faneull  Hall  meet¬ 
ing,  called  May  26,  1854,  to  secure  justice  for  Anthony  Burns. 
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it  right,  I  do  not  see  how,  as  honest  men,  you  can  help 
preaching  them.  As  a  pamphlet  for  publication,  your 
sermon  seems  to  me  admirable,  making  strong  points  in  a 
brief  compass,  and  suited  to  irritate  no  one.” 

But  if  its  manner  was  to  be  admired,  so  was  its  matter. 
William  H.  Seward  w’rote  of  it  from  the  U.  S.  Senate 
Chamber  as  follows  : — "Your  sermon  delivered  on  Sunday, 
June  4th,  came  to  me  this  morning  and  was  immediately 
read,  and  it  excited  a  glow’  of  feeling  such  as  in  early  life 
the  first  dramatic  picture  of  suffering  virtue  produces. 
Indeed,  sir,  although  it  is  without  art,  it  is  wonderfully, 
wonderfully  eloquent.”  .And  Theodore  Parker  wrote, 

"  I  thank  you  heartily  for  your  brave,  noble  words  .  .  . 

I  know  what  it  costs  to  preach  faithfully  on  such  matters.” 
Charles  Sumner  also,  in  a  letter  of  thanks,  commended  the 
sermon  highly. 

Respected  and  beloved  by  all,  whether  in  sympathy 
with  his  views  of  duty  or  not,  .Mr.  Willson  continued  the 
devoted  pastor  of  the  West  Roxbury  parish,  often  invited 
to  seek  other  and  wider  fields,  but  resi.sting  all  appeals 
until,  in  1851),  he  removed  to  Salem.  Even  then  he  turned 
a  deaf  ear  to  a  unanimous  ajqieal  to  stay.  He  had  also 
considered  overtures  from  Hingham  at  that  time,  as  well 
as  an  invitation  to  become  the  colleague  of  Dr.  Dew’ey  at 
Church-Green  in  Boston,  in  1855,  and  also  an  urgent  solic¬ 
itation  to  come  to  the  aid  of  a  pioneer  outpost  and  to  help 
build  up  the  struggling  society  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,in  1853. 
He  had  acted  while  at  West  Roxbury  as  superintendent  of 
schools,  and  had  been  honored,  on  his  departure,  with  a 
very  flattering  testimonial  from  the  corps  of  teachers  serv¬ 
ing  under  him,  the  letter  of  presentation  being  signed  in 
behalf  of  the  whole  by  Daniel  B.  Hagar,  now  for  many 
years  the  honored  head  of  our  Normal  School,  and  a  vice- 
president  of  the  Essex  Institute. 

Perhaps  it  is  not  without  significance  of  the  estimate  in 
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which  Mr.  Willson  has  been  held  that,  once  again,  as  late 
as  1865,  an  effort  was  made  to  win  him  away  from  his 
congenial  surroundings  here  and  to  enlist  him  in  the  build¬ 
ing  up  of  a  liberal  church  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  a  point  held 
to  be  of  exceptional  importance  on  account  of  the  splendid 
endowment  and  unbounded  hopes  of  Cornell  University. 
But  he  was  destined,  after  leaving  West  Roxbuiy  in  1859, 
to  remain  fixed  and  content  for  the  remainder  of  his  life 
in  the  North  Parish  of  Salem. 

At  Salem,  again,  Mr.  Willson  found  himself  in  a  conge¬ 
nial  air.  He  had  accepted  the  very  spontaneous  call  of  a 
parish  not  without  traditions  and  a  history.  It  held  out 
to  him  the  assurance  that  it  would  have  no  wish  to  abridge 
the  unfettered  utterance  which  is  the  birthright  of  an 
honest  man.  Its  century  of  life,  from  Barnard  down,  was 
guaranty  enough,  if  one  were  called  for,  that  the  pledge 
would  hold.  A  congregation  which  had  hesitated  to  part 
with  Octavius  Brooks  Frothingham  four  years  before, 
which  had  invited  James  Freeman  Clarke  and  William 
Henry  (’banning  within  the  interval,  and  to  which  Dr. 
Clarke  in  declining  had  assigned  an  "old  place  in  the 
front  rank  of  Liberal  Christianity  in  Massachusetts” — "a 
conservatism  which  does  not  dread  reform, — a  liberality 
which  is  also  cautious  and  wise,” — such  a  society  might  be 
expected  to  welcome  as  it  did  the  genuine,  the  courageous, 
the  well-weighed  and  moderate  expressions  habitual  to 
Mr.  Willson.  If  there  were  doubt  about  his  standing  with 
his  parish,  it  was  soon  dispelled.  Mr.  Willson  had  been  in 
Salem  less  than  a  year  when  John  Brown’s  attempt  upon 
Harper’s  Ferry  had  been  made  and  had  failed,  and  the 
leader  of  it,  with  a  number  of  his  men,  had  been  put  to 
death.  Our  people  were  appealed  to  for  funds  to  meet 
the  burial  charges  and  costs  of  trial,  and  the  pressing  need 
of  kindred  in  distress.  A  public  meeting  was  called  in 
Mechanic  Hall,  January  6,  1860,  in  aid  of  these  funds,  at 
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which  Ralph  Waldo  Euiersoti,  John  A.  Andrew,  James 
Freeman  Clarke,  John  G.  Whittier  and  Wendell  Phillips 
were  heard.'  "  Clergymen  were  not  numerous  at  that  time, 
who  cared  to  test  the  hold  they  had  on  the  affections  of 
their  people  by  taking  part  in  a  gathering  like  that.  The 
one  Salem  clergyman  who  took  part  in  it  was  Mr.  Will- 
son.  Neither  this  nor  any  subsequent  demonstration  of 
his  invincible  purpose  to  be  free  in  thought  and  act, 
whether  made  in  behalf  of  co-education  in  the  schools,  or 
against  the  compulsory  requirement  therein  of  religious 
forms,  or  on  the  selection  of  a  President,  a  Governor  or 
a  Mayor,  or  on  any  other  debated  question,  be  it  politi¬ 
cal,  sectarian,  social  or  moral,  which  for  the  time  being 
might  disturb  the  public  mind, — themes  on  the  most  stir¬ 
ring  of  which  Mr.  Willson  never  hesitated  to  be  heard, — 
nothing  from  that  time  forth  ever  availed  to  interrupt,  for 
a  day,  the  perfect  accord  between  the  pastor  and  his  flock. 
The  postulate  seemed  indeed  to  be  accepted,  once  for  all, 
that  he  who  was  tit  to  be  admitted  to  the  inmost  sanctities 
of  joy  and  grief  was  worthy  of  all  human  trust,  and  that 
spiritual  concord  could  subsist  in  no  true  sense  where 
counsellor  and  seeker  were  not  at  equal  liberty  to  lay  bare 
the  heart.''"' 

But  there  was  to  come  a  tiuie  when  forging  weapons 


Note  VII.  For  a  full  report  of  this  meeting,  see  the  Daily  Evening 
Travelier,  Vol.  xv,  No.  238.  Boston,  .Tanuary  7,  1860. 

Note  VIII.  Dr.  .Tames  Martineau.  of  London,  lias  finely  described 
the  relations  which  ought  to  exist  lietweeu  pastor  and  people  in  a 
friendly  letter  lie  address(!d.  May  27,  1895,  to  Mr.  Willson.  Says 
the  venerable  divine : 

“  I  never  could,  in  preaching,  assume  the  position  of  a  pastor  over 
a  dependent  flock.  I  was  niyseif  but  one  of  the  sheep.  I  told  my 
hearers  only  what  I  said  to  myself.  Our  meeting  was  but  a  conference 
of  the  common  conscience.  Only  when  we  thus  •  took  sweet  counsel 
together’  could  I  feel  free  to  open  out  heart  and  mind  to  those  in 
fellowship  with  me.” 

HIST.  COLL.  VOL.  XXXI  19 
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for  other  men  to  use  could  no  longer  till  the  measure  of 
his  patriotic  zeal.  Mr.  Willson  had  done  what  he  could, 
and  it  was  much,  to  inspire  his  countrymen  with  a  whole¬ 
some  sense  of  the  inhumanity  of  property  in  man,  and 
with  a  determination  that  slavery  should  spread  its  bane¬ 
ful  influence  no  further  under  the  aegis  of  our  common 
flag.  Never  in  touch  with  those  extremists  who  were  im¬ 
patient  to  stake  all  for  the  immediate  correction  of  a  single 
fault,  he  desired  to  conserve  and  strengthen  what  he  found 
to  be  good  in  our  social  polity,  even  if,  in  so  doing,  the 
day  of  redemption  from  the  one  great  error  was  for  a 
while  delayed.  When  Mr.  Garrison  called  upon  him  to 
withhold  political  fellowshij)  from  a  fraction  of  his  coun¬ 
trymen  because  they  adhered  to  other  views  of  slavery 
than  his,  he  doubted  and  fell  back.  They  were  his  coun¬ 
trymen  still,  and  his  love  of  country  embraced  them  all. 
When  Mr.  Lincoln  called  upon  him  to  say  to  the  aggres¬ 
sions  of  slavery  on  free  soil  "  thus  far  and  no  further !”  he 
hesitated  not  an  instant  longer.  If  he  had  l>een  sincere  in 
his  devotion  to  the  consecrated  i)rinciple  that  all  men  are 
equal  liefore  the  law  ;  if  he  had  been  right  in  the  assunij)- 
tionthat  slavery  was  a  local  and  not  a  national  institution, 
devolving  its  loathsome  functions  upon  the  States  which 
saw  fit  to  cherish  and  sustain  it,  and  by  no  means  entitled 
to  flourish  under  the  fostering  guardianshii)  of  Federal 
power, — ^thetime  had  now  come,  so  Mr.  Willson  thought, 
when  he  should  make  haste  to  prove  by  deeds  the  faith 
which  he  professed.  The  (luestions  of  the  hour  were  to 
be  determined  not  in  the  pulpit  but  on  the  field.  Until 
determined  they  dominated  everything.  They  were  fa¬ 
miliar  and  not  unwelcome  issues,  and  to  meet  them  Mr. 
Willson  was  thoroughly  prepared.  Already  several  of  his 
relatives  were  counted  at  the  front.  But  the  country  had 
been  driven  to  a  draft.  It  seemed  to  Mr.  Willson  now 
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that  those  who  felt  and  spoke  as  he  did  were  called  upon 
to  make  good  their  words.  Patriotism  might  have  been  a 
pagan  virtue  before  it  was  a  Christian  virtue,  but  patriot¬ 
ism  was  a  virtue  still.  He  loved  his  country  with  a  strong, 
deep,  passionate,  abiding  love,  even  though  that  love 
might  not  be  so  purged  and  sublimated  yet  as  to  hold  in 
its  divine  embrace  all  the  other  warring  sons  of  God. 
Quite  without  a  hint  to  him  he  had  been  commissioned, 
at  the  spontaneous  request  of  the  Regimental  staff,  to  be 
Chaplain  of  the  24th  Regiment  of  Massachusetts  Volun¬ 
teers.  'rhe  surprise  was  not  unwelcome.  He  determined 
to  postpone  all  other  concerns  and  to  go  promptly  to  the 
front.  In  order  that  both  he  and  his  people  might  act 
without  constraint,  he  resigned  the  pastorate  of  the  North 
Church  in  Salem,  and  submitted  his  purposes  and  views 
in  a  communication  so  characteristic  and  so  grand  that  I 
cannot  hesitate  to  (piote  it  here.  These  are  his  words  : 

Salem,  Nov.  20,  18C3. 

To  THE  PrOPKIEI'OKS  OK  THE  NORTH  MkETING-HOUSE  : 

Christian  Friends : 

Very  unexpectedly,  not  many  days  ago,  there  came  to  my  hands 
a  notification  that,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Officers  of  the  24tb  Regiment 
of  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  now  stationed  at  St.  Augustine,  Fla., 

I  had  been  elected  to  the  chaplaincy  of  that  Regiment.  This  election  be¬ 
ing  but  a  nomination  to  the  Governor  for  an  appointment,  I  repaired 
to  His  Excellency  and  learned  that  the  action  of  the  Officers  before 
mentioned  had  been  certified  to  him  and  that  he  had  issued  a  Commission 
in  accordance  with  it. 

The  question  of  accepting  this  position  brought  on  me  immediately 
the  pressure  of  conflicting  claims.  But  almost  from  the  beginning 
I  felt  that  I  must  go.  The  invitation  came  unsought,  unsuggested, 
Avholly  unlooked  for,  on  my  part.  It  appeared  to  be,  so  far  as  I  could 
judge,  sincerely  made. 

From  the  beginning  of  our  war  with  the  Southern  Rebellion  my 
interest  in  its  progress  has  been  strong  and  unwavering.  I  have  felt 
that  it  should  have  the  support  of  every  man  and  woman  who  loved 
the  Country,  Avho  cared  for  social  order  and  a  protecting  government, 
and  who  had  at  heart  the  continuance  of  free  institutions  in  America 
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and  the  well-bein^  of  the  family  of  nations.  The  earnest  prosecution 
of  war,  moreover,  seemed  the  only  (liscoverable  road  to  lasting  peace. 

When  I  have  heretofore  asked  myself  wliat  I  could  do,  to  a  certain 
point  all  was  plain.  I  could  speak  and  pray,  and  throw  any  moral  in- 
tluence  I  possessed  into  the  scale  of  patriotic  sacrifice  and  duty.  But 
was  this  all?  Something  besides  moral  support  was  needed.  Not 
without  men  and  means  could  the  Uebelllon  be  pnt'down  and  the  Coun¬ 
try  be  saved  in  its  integrity. 

To  go  in  person  to  the  war  was  to  go  as  a  private  soldier,  for  I  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  art  of  war,  and  those  wlio  would  fill  places  more 
lucrative  and  honorable  were  enough  already.  Despite  the  fact  that 
1  had  no  training  to  fit  me  to  bear  arms,— that  all  my  habits,  tastes 
and  convictions  were  (as  they  still  are)  w’holly  averse  to  war, — yet  I 
have  had  serious  doubts  whether,  able-bodied  man  as  I  suppose  my¬ 
self  to  be,  I  had  done  my  whole  duty.  True,  I  saw  others,  as  it  seemed 
to  me,  better  able  than  I  and  better  qualified  to  fill  these 'ranks;  with 
fewer  detaining  ties  to  keep  them  back ;  so  it  seemed  to  me :  but  so, 

I  dare  say,  it  did  not  seem  to  them. 

But  suppose  while  we  stood  debating  who  ought  to  go  first  the 
government  should  be  overthrown;  the  question  settled. — settled 
wrong;  rebellion  in  the  ascendancy;  slavery  fortified, — made  a  corner 
stone;  the  Country  broken  in  pieces, — no  country  for  my  children  to 
live  in,  or  for  yours,  or  for  anybody’s;  no  home  for  the  oppressed  of 
other  lands;  the  national  honor  tarnished;  all  that  the  Fathers  gained 
lost;  all  tliat  they  entrusted  to  us  shamefully  betrayed;  all  that  we 
owed  to  future  ages  repudiated?  As  I  have  turned  these  things  over 
in  my  mind  I  have  asked:  Who  has  more  at  stake  than  I?  Who 
should  go  sooner  than  he  who  sees  most  distinctly  the  need?  I  have 
had  little  heart  to  say  to  others  “  enlist,”  because  I  had  not  enlisted 
myself. 

To  such  a  state  of  mind  in  me  this  proposition  to  take  a  Chaplaincy 
addressed  Itself.  It  was  an  opportunity  to  come  nearer  to  the  heart 
of  the  great  struggle.  It  opened  a  sphere  of  action  for  which  I  am 
conscious  of  being  in  many  respects  better  fitted  than  for  bearing  a 
musket.  So  much  as  this,  I  said,  I  can  do,  or  at  least  I  can  attempt- 
It  may  not  be  much.  I  have  sometimes  questioned  whether  the  office 
of  Chaplain  were  better  filled  than  vacant.  But  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  Soldiers  themselves  are  the  best  judges  of  what  they  W'ant.  Many 
of  them  have  left  New  England  homes,  and  doubtless  mind  more  or  less 
the  loss  of  their  Sunday  worship,  their  Churches,  the  help  of  sermon 
and  prayer  and  a  minister’s  friendly  sympathy  and  converse.  They  must 
often,  in  their  hours  of  suffering  and  in  their  sick  and  dying  days,  miss 
the  voice  which  would  speak  to  them  Religious,  Comforting,  Strength¬ 
ening,  and  Uplifting  words.  Let  them  be  the  judges.  If  they  say  they 
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want  such  ministers  they  shonlcl  have  them.  It  may  not  be  much  that 
a  Chaplain  can  ilo.  A  willing  man  can  however  be  of  use  almost  any¬ 
where.  He  it  little  or  much,  if  asked,  it  should  not  be  withheld.  We 
send  clothing  and  cordial  for  the  body ;  why  not  ministers  and  medi¬ 
cines  for  the  mind? 

I  have  therefore  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  my  duty  to  go. 

When  revolving  the  subject  of  this  communication  I  have  not  been 
unmindful  of  the  claims  of^this  society  upon  me.  I  cannot  ask  you  to 
sacrifice  your  parochial  prosperity  to  my  convenience.  I  would  have 
you  consider  what  will  be  most  for  your  own  interests  as  a  parish. 
And  that  you  may  act  unembarrassed  I  hereby  oiler  my  resignation  of 
the  pastorate  which  1  have  held  these  four  and  a  half  years  with  so 
much  happiness  to  myself  and  with  so  many  proofs  of  your  unswerv¬ 
ing  kindness. 

I  am,  and  shall  ever  remain, 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

E.  B.  Wn.i.soN. 

'Phe  tendered  resignation  was  declined.  A  generous 
purse  was  made  uj)  to  facilitate  his  plans  for  dejiartui’e  and 
the  successor  of  'riiomas  Barnard  set  out  on  his  country’s 
errand,  Itearing  with  him  the  tearful  God-speed  of  this  en¬ 
tire  people.  The  24th  Regiment,  commanded  by  C^olonel, 
now  General  Francis  A.  Osborn,  was  stationed  at  the  time 
on  the  St.  .John’s  River  in  Florida,  and  Mr.  Willson  made 
the  best  of  his  way  fi’om  New  York  by  steamer  to  St.  Au¬ 
gustine,  j)assing  so  near  the  beleaguered  city  of  Charles¬ 
ton,  that  he  was  able  to  picture  in  liis  diary  the  dramatic 
scene.  "The  shore,"  he  writes,  "seemed  low,  having  no 
prominent  land-mark  on  which  the  eye  could  rest.  Soon 
trees  began  to  give  a  pleasing  variety  to  the  outline.  Then 
a  blockade-runner  became  visible.  Not  long  after,  the 
spires  of  Charleston  could  be  descried  in  the  distance. 
The  afternoon  was  one  of  rare  beauty.  The  sea  was  quiet 
and  the  sky  .at  sunset,  and  for  a  while  after,  soft  and  rich 
with  clouds  of  most  beautifid  color.  It  was  December 
19.  We  paced  the  deck  without  overcoats.  Occasional 
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reports,  with  flashes  of  light,  showed  where  guns  were 
tiring  and  shells  exploding.  We  came  as  near  the  bar  as 
the  soundings  would  permit  and  there  lay  to. 

"  All  around  us,  more  particularly  along  the  coast  of 
Morris  Island,  lay  ships,  gun-boats,  monitors  and  block¬ 
ading  vessels,  so  numerous  and  various  that  it  seemed 
as  though  w’e  were  nearing  some  busy  scene  of  commercial 
prosperity.  The  guns  on  Sullivan  and  Morris  Islands  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  answering  each  other  at  intervals  of  two  or 
three  minutes.  Sumpter  lay  dark,  with  notched  and  ragged 
edge  all  along  its  horizon  line, — no  flag  flying, — and  on  its 
southern  side  a  long  slojie  down  to  the  base,  that  lieing  the 
side  on  which  it  had  been  battered  most.  So  far  as  we 
could  see,  the  firing  had  no  reference  to  it :  the  flashes  we 
saw  were  at  points  where  Forts  Wagner  and  Gregg  of  our 
side  are  situated,  and  Fort  Moultrie  and  its  neighboring 
batteries  on  the  side  of  the  enemy.  After  dark,  as  we 
steamed  away,  the  horizon  was  lighted  for  a  long  time  by 
frequent  flashes,  and  the  calm  and  beautiful  twilight  of 
one  of  the  loveliest  days  I  ever  knew  resounded  with  the 
boom  of  cannon.  The  sight  was  one  to  till  the  mind  with 
various  emotions.  Revenge  was  not  among  them.  Rut  a 
sad  retrospect  it  was  to  go  back  and  think  of  all  the  evils 
and  sorrows  the  cannonading  of  April,  1861,  let  loose 
upon  this  suffering  country.  Vet,  that  was  also  the  day 
when  our  regeneration  had  its  first  pang  of  travail.” 

On  the  day  following,  Mr.  Willson  went  ashore  to  visit 
Beaufort  in  search  of  men  of  the  Regiment  who  might 
be  stranded  in  the  hospital  at  that  place.  The  war  pict¬ 
ures  in  his  letters  are  so  graphic  that  the  tem[)tation  to 
reproduce  them  is  hard  to  be  denied.  No  contrast  with 
his  habitual  course  of  thought  and  life  could  have  been 
more  sudden  or  complete.  Warm,  enervating  weather  at 
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Christmas-tide, — roses  and  daffodils  and  camellias  on  the 
table,  freshly  cut  from  garden-lieds, — princely  mansions 
now  dismantled  and  deserted  by  their  former  owners,  the 
largest  and  most  elegant  of  them  seized  and  condemned 
for  sanitary  use, — sentries  j)acing  before  them,  red  hos- 
j)ital-flags  floating  above  them, — large  tropical  pines  and 
live-oaks  curtained  with  their  pendent  draperies  of  moss, — 
here  and  there  the  i)almetto  and  the  orange,  and  every¬ 
where  vines  and  shrubl)eries  in  luxuriant  profusion, — the 
sombre  outline  of  distant  groves  mirrored  across  the  bay 
that  lies  glinting  and  flashing  before  the  town, — soldiers 
everywhere,  military  horses  gallo[)ing  the  streets,  sentries 
tramping  to  and  fro,  mountain  heajis  of  hay  and  oats  and 
army  stores  cumbering  the  one  long  dock, — all  this  could 
hardly  fail  to  impress  a  mind  like  his  with  the  strange 
commingling,  as  he  calls  it,  "of  j)ast  grandeur  with 
present  dila[)idation,  a  juxtaj)osition  of  all  that  suggests 
ease  and  elegance  and  luxury  with  all  that  speaks  of  vig¬ 
ilance  and  violence  and  grim  severity,  a  dreamy  past  of 
wealth  and  indolent  indulgence  on  the  one  hand,  and 
black,  fiery  collision  on  the  other.” 

He  was  not  without  success  in  finding  men  of  his  Kegi- 
ment  there.  The  sufferers  seemed  glad  to  see  him  and 
the  work  of  his  Chaplaincy  had  begun.  Two  on  his  list 
had  died.  Several  were  young  and  interesting  men,  but 
without  ho])e  of  life. 

He  writes  : — "  it  does  me  good  to  find  myself  no  longer 
an  idler,  away  from  home.  I  have  found  the  outskirts  of 
my  new  parish, — am  within  reach  of  my  sphere  of  duty.” 

His  life-long  interest  in  edtication  did  not  desei’t  him 
here.  He  addressed  the  freedmen  at  St.  Augustine  on 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  proclamation  of  their  free¬ 
dom,  January  1,  1864,  having  preached,  in  his  own  pul¬ 
pit,  a  sermon  which  was  printed,  on  the  issuing  of  the 
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Proclamation,  Jamiarv  1,  1863.’’^  The  schools  he  visited 
and  encouraged  by  earnest  speech,  the  jiietnresqne  scenes, 
— the  wild,  weird  rites  he  saw  and  the  rare  individuality 
and  strensrth  of  pnrjxise  displayed  by  some  ot  the  blacks, 
deep  in  the  religions  emotion  of  their  tirst  attempt  to  fit 
themselves  for  freedom,  the  noble  sacrifice  he  witnessed 
amongst  delicately  mirtnred  women  of  the  Xorlh,  who  had 
exiled  themselves  in  consecration  to  this  stiqiendous  task, — 
these  ai’e  the  pictures  which  illustrate  at  this  time  the 
journal  of  his  life. 

At  last  he  finds  himself  with  his  Regiment.  A  sham¬ 
bling,  two-story,  parochial  school-hons<*,  without  stove  or 
fire-place,  attached  to  a  deserted  Kpiseopal  Church  of 
St.  Augustine,  had  been  assigned  him  for  quarters.  The 
church  had  been  re-dedicated  to  the  service  of  the  Regiment. 
In  the  upper  story  of  this  annex  which  bore  in  front  the 
legend, 

'I'kimty  Parish  Schooi, 

Pro  GJorin  Del, 

the  Chaplain  lived  alone  amongst  study-tables  and  school 
benches,  tempering  the  night  air  which  visited  him  through 
a  dozen  ill-fitting  and  shattered  lights  of  colored  glass,  by 

Note  IX.  The  celebration  of  the  date  of  the  Proclamation  of  Eman¬ 
cipation  was  by  no  means  limited  to  the  blacks  of  the  South.  Gov¬ 
ernor  Andrew  Avas  in  office  until  .Tanuary,  1866,  and  had  urged  upon 
Mr.  Lincoln  the  policy  of  freeing  and  arming  the  blacks  from  an  early 
stage  of  the  war.  When  the  proclamation  came  he  issued  a  general 
order,  January  1,  1863,  welcoming  it  with  a  national  salute  on  Bos¬ 
ton  Common,  “  as  an  official  recognition  of  its  justice  and  necessity.” 
Gne  hundred  guns  Avere  tired  at  Washington  Siiuare  by  the  Salem 
.Artillery, — the  bells  were  rung  and  flags  were  flying.  Substantially 
the  same  observances  occurred  on  the  anniversaries  of  1864  and  1865. 
In  1866  Governor  .AndreAV  Avas  closing  his  official  term.-  .Amendment 
XIII  of  the  Constitution  had  been  ratified,  making  freedom  national 
and  admitting  the  Avord  slavery,  for  the  tirst  time,  into  our  national 
charter,  but  only  to  condemn  it.  Governor  Andrew  issued  one  of  his 
stirring  proclamations  calling  for  a  general  obserA’ance  of  the  day. 
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the  aid  of  a  rusty  fire-l)ox  scarce  higjrcr  than  a  foot-stove, 
and  maUing  his  t*ed  in  a  recess  which  Inul  lieen,  in  school- 
tlays,  a  recitation  loom.  From  this  discomfort  he  looked 
out  on  the  Farade,  hedged  in  with  gardens  full  of  lime  and, 
lemon  and  oleander  ami  every  fragrant  shrub.  Here,  at 
the  close  of  day,  expiring  strains  of  martial  music  melted 
into  twilight,  and  the  evening  air  was  bnrthened  with  the 
l)reathol  oranireand  magnolia.  Hut  here  again,  amid  such 
.scenes,  he  was  doome<l  liefore  many  <lays  to  see  themartiid 
pomp  that  liore  the  body  of  a  messmate  back  to  the  cruel 
welcome  of  a  northern  grave, — a  loyal  young  Virginian 
lieuteiiimt,  enlisted  un(U*r  the  white  Hag  of  .Massachu¬ 
setts, — a  comrade  yesterday  lieloved  and  strong  in  exuber¬ 
ant  life  and  hope,  to-day  missing  I'rom  breakfast,  fallen  in 
the  night  at  his  post  on  picket  duty,  then  tended  awhile 
with  unavailing  tears,  and  gone  forever. 

'I'his  was  Mr.  Willson’s  Hrst  taste  of  the  liitter  discipline 
of  war, — the  tirst  Init  not  the  last.  Witness  the  moonlight 
march,  through  the  woods  between  the  battle-Held  and  the 
landing.  ;m  Indian  Hl(‘  ot  streteliers  liearing  eight  hundred 
Wounded  men,  silent  and  patient,  so  that  he  was  less 
imdimal,  he  .says,  to  pity  than  to  honoi'.  Witness  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  negro  mutineer,  whose  regiment  was  without 
a  chapl.iin,  and  on  whose  last  wretched  moments  Mr.  Will- 
son  attended,  sitting  with  him  on  that  rough-hewn  army 
coHin  on  his  journey  to  tlie  grave.  Witness  the  manly 
offices  In^  rendered  day  liy  day  to  that  stuliborn  private 
.soldier  of  the  Regiment  whom  he  pronounced  both  wrong 

and  ordorins  all  lla<rs  tip  and  sections  of  lisilit-artillery  to  salute  at 
mid-day.  on  Boston  Common,  on  Dorcliester  Heiglil.s,  at  IMymontli 
Itock,  at  Concord  and  Lexinston,  on  Hunker  Hill,  and  at  the  North 
Bridire  in  Salem.  So  his  "lowin!;  periods  were  responded  to  in  .Salem 
by  a  detail  of  State  .trtilleiy  as  well  as  by  local  salutes, — by  very  gen¬ 
eral  display.'  <if  banting. — by  the  rimring  of  bells  and,  in  the  evening, 
by  a  crowdeil  entertainment  at  Mechanic  Hall  in  aid  of  the  freedmen. 

HIST.  COLI..  voi..  xxxi  20 
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and  foolish,  who  stood  for  days,  l»y  way  of  discipline,  with 
his  back  lashed  snugly  to  an  oak,  his  helpless  arms  pinioned 
about  the  tree  behind  him.  "  Never,”  says  Mr.  Willson, 

"  never  would  I  countenance  insubordination.  I  tell  men 
to  be  patient;  that  noliody  is  expected  to  enjoy  it;  that 
some  alnisesof  authority  must  occur  ;  that,  in  a  war,  much 
injustice  is  to  be  endured  ;  that,  above  all,  this  is  a  tempo¬ 
rary  condition. — when  the  war  is  over  their  tongues  will 
be  their  own.  I  often  say  this  to  officers  also,  that  there 
will  come  a  lime  when  men  in  anthoiity,  who  abuse  their 
trust,  will  have  freemen  to  confront,  with  rights  e<pial  to 
their  own  to  present  their  case  freely,  fairly  and  fully  even 
against  the  highest  in  the  land,  and  whom  no  discipline  will 
restrict  from  settinir  forth  the  truth  before  a  tribunal  where 
character  will  outweigh  rank.”  Witness  again  his  words 
after  the  repulse  with  heavy  loss,  adjnt.ant  \^'ard  and  lieu¬ 
tenant  Uae  among  tin*  killed,  of  his  Regimental  B«‘rmuda 
Hundred.  "It  was,”  he  says,  "a  sad  and  anxious  day. 
d'hc  Regiment  did  well.  'Phe  snrt'erings  and  agonies  of 
the  hospital,  as  well  as  the  losses  in  battle,  were  hard  to 
see.  But  all  seejiied  tome  endurable  so  long  as  the  cause 
for  which  it  was  endured  advanced.  Then  no  amount  of 
physical  sutiering  appalls  me.  When  the  retreat  began 
every  loss  and  <li.stress  became  double-edged.” 

No  greed  for  conquest,  no  hunger  to  prevail,  no  hates 
nor  private  griefs  to  l>e  avenged,  nothing  but  a  simple  sense 
of  duty  to  the  country  had  lured  him  from  his  honu!. 
( )nly  the  same  un.seltish  sentiment  sustained  him  in  the  aw¬ 
ful  scenes  through  which  this  sense  of  duty  led  the  way.’* 

Note  X.  The  ffnudiiim  riHamitiis,  whichiindoubtodly  sustains  most 
men  in  battle,  seemed  to  be  wanting  to  Mr.  Willson’s  nature.  In  the 
most  exciting  controversies  in  whicli  I  have  seen  liim  engaged  he 
always  seemed  able  to  suppress  the  personal  element.  He  hated  con¬ 
tention.  He  was  not  of  those 

“  Who  hope  to  merit  Heaven  by  making  earth  a  Hell." 
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Sometimes  his  letters  home  were  written  on  the  field  of 
liattle,  a  peneilled  line  scrawled  off  against  a  tree-trunk  to 
say  that  all  was  well,  whilst  the  mounted  orderly  halted 
on  his  rounds  to  collect  his  fragmentary  mail.  Sometimes 
they  were  penned  by  eandle-light  when  camping  so  near 
Kiehmond  that  the  orders  were  ''  no  tires,”  and  an  empty 
t;racker-l)o.\,  set  ui)  on  end,  must  hide  the  loving  toil  frcmi 
rebel  eyes.  Often  his  letters  must  l)e  concealed  about 
the  person,  ready  to  destroy  in  case  of  capture. 

1  quote  his  jiictnre  of  cam])  life  lor  the  early  days  of 
May,  1864,  when  the  Hegimenl  was  bivouacked,  in  the 
spring  rains,  in  a  ploughed  field  within  three  hours  march 
of  the  rebel  capital,  and  optu’ating  ag.ainsl  the  railroad,  the 
telegraph  and  the  turiqiike  wagon-trains  between  Peters¬ 
burg  juid  Richmond.  \b)ices  could  be  heard  in  the  still 
night  from  the  reliel  rifl<‘-pils  ;  news|)a|)ers  were  exchanged 
and  cotfee  and  tol)acco  ;  the  s])ires  of  Richmond  were  in 
sight,  and  martial  musi<- floated  over  from  the  hostile  strong¬ 
hold.  The  record  says  :  ”  Several  alarms  last  night  ;  much 
picket  tiring,  sleep  often  disturl)ed,  short  at  the  best.  By 
turning  out  frequently  got  wet,  chilly  and  stiff.  We 
started  forward  in  the  morning  and  marched  on  fill  towards 
night,  through  the  woods,  along  by-w'ays  :md  unfrequented 
passages,  as  if  to  avoid  observation.  Passed  a  beautiful 
little  grove  with  a  white,  unsteejiled  chapel  in  it. 

Salem  Church 
1797 

was  lettered  on  the  front.  Benches  stood  under  the  trees  ; 
a  well,  covered  with  a  neat  white  well-house,  close  by. 
But  over  this  rural  scene  of  loveliness,  consecrated  by  the 
name  of  Salem,  a  word  of  jieace,  came  the  sound  of  heavy 
guns  booming  thick  and  fast.  The  24th  was  deployed 
into  an  open  field,  then  forward  again  through  muddy 
roads,  where  soon  many  regiments,  ours  among  them. 
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were  dr.-nvii  out  in  line  of  battle.  Then  the  hot  tire  of 
niuskelry  on  our  left  heyoinl  a  wood,  and  the  hurried  rush 
forward  of  uur  forces,  and  the  cheers  of  charifin"  troops, 
told  of  a  hot  engajreinent. 

"  Waiting  till  the  sound  of  tiring  receded  I  pushed  along 
the  road  and  soon  came  out  iu  sight  of  heights  iu  iny  im¬ 
mediate  fnmf  crowned  with  iiitnmchmeuts  into  which  onr 
troops  were  tiling.  I  went  tip.  The  view  was  extensive, 
and  fort iticat ions  of  the  enemy  a})peared  running  far  away 
along  the  lirow  of  the  height,  facing  the  ntad  au<l  the  low 
grounds  across  which  the  enemy  were  now  retreating,  and 
up  from  which  came  rushing  shot  at  lessening  intervals. 
Far  on,  at  the  end  of  the  rifle-pits,  stood  a  house.  Our 
tr<to|)shad  flanked  the  position  and  driven  the  emuny  out 
ot  their  intreuchments  with  little  loss  or  delay.  But  at 
the  house,  which  was  now  head-quarters  and  tield-hospital, 
there  were  most  paiiitul  sights.  Here,  torn  from  the 
socket,  a  shattered  right-arm  that  had  forgot  its  ennning — 
there,  lying  alone  on  the  floor,  a  single  shoe  with  a  dis- 
memhered  toot  in  it.  A  man  who  had  lost  both  feet  just 
al)ove  the  ankles  confronted  me,  stret<‘hed  on  the  portico, 
as  1  appr( (ached  the  door.  The  24th  had  so  far  escaped 
casualties.  But  they  w(*re  ordered  for wai’d  as  skirmishers 
outside  the  i  ifle-pits,  to  dislodge  the  enemy  fnun  a  wo((d 
where  they  had  a  battery.  Here  Lieutenant  (dough  of  the 
Regiment  was  shot  iu  the  head  and  was  brought  t((  the 
iiospital  still  lireathiiig  lull  uucoiiseious.  Alxuitten  o'clock 
at  night  the  Regiment  returned  within  the  intrenchments. 
It  was  rainy  and  <lark.  The  night  wore  away  with 
♦auisiderable  tiring,  alarms  at  intervals,  the  Regiment 
under  arms  all  night.  I  spent  the  night,  which  was  cold 
and  wet,  partly  walking  to  and  fro  by  the  body  of 
Lieutenant  Clough  and  partly  sittingon  the  l)ack  do((r-step 
of  the  little  cottage-hospital  which  soon  became  a  scene 
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of  suffering,  groans  and  blood.  The  vvonnded,”  he  writes 
next  day,  "  eoine  in  great  numbers.  The  contest  goes  on. 
The  enemy  engages  hotly — more  hotly.  Dead  and  wounded 
are  taken  from  the  pretty  white  cottage,  nestled  in  its 
shrnl)l)(*rv  in  the  midst  ofgreenswartl  and  pleasant  grounds, 
and  carried  away  to  the  railroad  for  transportation  north. 
It  is  a  dismal  sight.  .  .  W('  have  crowded  several  miles 
towards  Richmond.” 

So  runs  the  Journal  day  by  day,  one  day  like  the  next, 
save  for  a  longer  list  of  casualties  wringing  northern 
hearts,  distress  and  horror  reaching  lower  dei)ths,  and  test¬ 
ing  further  the  deteiinination  of  northern  men.  But  Mr. 
Willson  had  a  single  purpose  through  it  all.  "  I  did  not 
c(»me  for  pleasure,  ’  he  replies,  when  asked  how  it  waspos- 
silde  t(»  <'n(hire.  Like  C'a))tain  Davis  of  Acton,  killed  at 
Concord,  who,  when  his  sword  lost  something  of  its  length, 
said  it  mattered  not,  for  it  only  brcnight  him  one  step  nearer 
to  the  eiu'iny, — Mr.  Willson  found  nothing  past  endur¬ 
ance,  so  it  put  him  within  closer  reach  of  the  heart  of  the 
Rebellion.  Patient  and  even  <theerfnl  in  disaster,  he 
tletested  croakers.  Willingly,  m)W  that  he  was  but  seven 
miles  from  Richmond,  he  jiassed  nights  on  the  giound  with¬ 
out  covering  from  the  rain,  and  marched  on  foot  to  get  warm 
and  dry  next  morning,  '"fhe  24th,”  he  says,  "marched, 
picketed,  or  fought  almost  all  the  time  lor  ten  dais  after 
landing  at  the  mouth  ofthe  Appomattox  ” — "  two  or  three 
shots,”  he  .adds,  "  came  ei'ashing  through  the  tree-tops  over¬ 
head  since  1  have  l»een  writing,  sipiatted  on  a  pile  of 
blankets  in  the  held  of  yesterday’s  (‘iigagement.”  Theeveof 
the  twentieth  aimivi'i sary  of  his  settlement  at  Gratton 
passed  without  sleep  in  watehiiig  l)y  the  wounded  Virginian 
of  the  Regiment,  Lieutenant  W.alker,  whodied  nextmoin- 
ing, — Sunday  morning. — just  as  the  h«tnr  summoned  his 
Chaplain  to  regimental  .service  ;  the  eve  of  the  twentieth 
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.•mniversiirv  ot‘  his  wi'dding  found  him  sleeping  on  the 
ground  henesith  the  stars  in  an  open  Held  at  Bermuda  Hun¬ 
dred  ;  the  next  night  sleepless,  out  all  night  on  picket  duty, 
the  force  advancing  slowly  up  the  Peninsula  with  constant 
Hghting  and  intrenching  as  it  moved. 

To  me  his  diary  and  correspondence  at  this  time  pos¬ 
sess  a  fascination  I  cannot  resist,  for  they  paint  things  as 
they  were,  with  no  attempt  to  warp  them  to  a  purpose. 

I  have  done  my  liest  to  condense,  to  curtail  his  record  of 
these  scenes  so  that  I  might  use  portions  of  it  here.  I  can 
not  do  so.  Ahlireviation  would  destroy,  I  think,  the  charm 
of  the  recital.  Large  sections  fnnn  his  journal,  ampliHed 
and  illustrated  from  his  letters  home,  should  he  preserved 
in  print,  and  would  take  rank  amongst  the  noblest  proofs 
we  have  of  the  actual  temper  which  snstaine*!  the  war. 

We  are  fortunate  in  knowing  just  how  his  fellow- 
otiicers  esteemed  him.  This  a[)pears  from  a  cont«*mporary 
page  in  the  diary  of  his  Colonel,  which  I  am  permitted  to 
copy.  It  is  as  follows: 

"Jacksonville,  Fla., 

April  10,  1864. 

...  I  take  a  great  deal  of  pleasui’e  in  the  s(tciety  of  Mr. 
VV'illson,  and  go  to  his  tent  very  frequently.  He  is  .a  man 
of  great  intelligence  and  reHnement,  genial  and  agieeal>le 
in  conversation,  with  a  keen  perception  of  the  ludicrous. 
He  has  commended  himself  to  all  the  ofhcers,  and  has  made 
his  tent  a  place  of  common  resort.  It  is  very  delightful 
to  have  such  a  reHning  influence  here.  His  sermons  are 
a  great  treat ;  he  prepares  the  subject  Init  speaks  extempo¬ 
raneously,  ami  never  fails  to  rivet  my  attention  chtsely, 
and  to  give  me  food  for  thought." 

His  <dd  distrust  of  his  own  usefulness  beset  him  here. 
Perhaps,  he  writes,  he  had  better  be  at  home.  Now  his 
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confrre^atioM  bc^aii  to  melt  away.  Picket  duty  and  inces¬ 
sant  dijjTfiinjr  in  intrenchment.s  and  in  rifle-pits,  when  not 
skirmisliinjr  or  in  line  of  battle,  wore  out  the  vijjor  of  the 
men  so  tliat  Mr.  Willson  had  no  heart  to  abridge  their  in¬ 
tervals  of  rest, — no  heart  to  summon  them  to  exhortations 
when  they  ought  to  sleep.  .Meanwhile  the  military  activity 
increas«*d ;  fleld-hospitals  were  at  last  disused ;  and. 
finding  there  was  little  left  for  him  to  do.  he  finally  re¬ 
signed,  and  came  home,  acting  on  the  way  as  the  custodian 
of  the  regimental  flag,  which  he  delivered  safe  at  the 
Slate  House,  after  running  the  gauntlet  of  the  rebel  raid 
on  General  Fraidtlin  striking  the  train  that  followed  his. 

For  the  thirty  years  duiing  which  he  survived  the  war, 
.Mr.  Willson  grew  stea<lily  in  the  appreciation  of  his  neigh¬ 
bors  and,  as  the  generations  marched  along,  came  to  be 
regarded  as  a  Nestor  and  a  Patriarch  among  imm.  No  gath¬ 
ering  was  complete  without  his  presence;  no  feast,  no  so¬ 
cial  function  wholly  happy,  without  his  blessing.  Sects 
forgot  their  dogmas  in  recognition  of  his  noble  manhood, 
and  when  the  national  convention  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  body  met  in  Salem,  Mr.  Willson  was  the  choice  of  all 
the  .Salem  jiastors  to  extend  their  weh-omc.  His  was  tor 
years  the  most  potent  voice  in  the  county  conference  of  his 
own  denomination,  and  there  he  received  that  spontaneous 
homage  which  should  attend  desert.  When  the  Unitarian 
body,  which  had  achieved  a  vantage-ground  by  defying 
hierarchy  in  all  its  forms,  and  by  insisting  on  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  attemi)ted  to  lid  itself  of  some  obnoxious 
members  whose  private  judgment  led  them  to  results  nn- 
palatabh*  to  the  sect  at  large,  .Mr.  Willson  stood  like  a  rock 
against  the  innovation,  b(»th  in  the  local  conference  of  tin* 
county  and  in  the  national  conference  of  1872  which  sat  at 
Boston,  and  plantetl  himself  in  :i  position  which  he  lived 
to  see  adopted  by  the  national  Unitarian  conference  of 
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1894  at  Sarato<;!i ;  hilt  wlilcli,  when  lu‘ espoused  it,  cost 
him  the  criticism  usually  meted  out  to  men  who  dare  to 
stand  alone,  and  called  forth  an  ex|)ressiou  of  contempt 
from  the  New  Kiurlaud  origan  of  the  denomination  itself. 

A  conservative  l»y  instinct,  whose  face  was  ever  tnrninu: 
toward  the  future;  a  devotee  of  progress  who  adored  and 
reverenced  the  past ;  hopeful  without  optimism,  (cautions 
without  timidity  ;  a  lialanced  thinker,  hroad  enonifh  to  know 
that  there  is  a  reverse  to  every  shiehl,  and  that  the  sphere 
of  truth  has  sides  lieyond  the  ken  of  any  single  eye  ;  jfen- 
tle  with  the  errin;^ — human  nature  could  not  sink  so  low  as 
to  escape  the  recojrnition  of  his  yearning  heart  ;  an  ardent 
patriot,  an  untlinching  friend,  a  speaker  who  weighed  his 
words,  a  jiastor  whose  every  word  was  instinct  with  the 
spirit  of  the  man  who  spoke;  uttering  the  tilting  word,  he 
it  at  the  hi*d-side,  at  the  marriage  altar,  or  at  the  open 
grave  ;  in  every  demonstration  of  thought  and  feeling, 
genuine;  winning  all  trust;  walking  in  daily  fellowship 
with  all  that  is  tine  and  high  in  nature  ;  hroad  as  charity  in 

Notk.  XI.  The  procopdinjrs  of  the  National  Conference  touching; 
this  matter  will  he  found  reported  in  Volume  i.i,  number  4:1.  pa"e  3, 
columns  4  and  5,  of  the  Christian  IJesrister  for  October  26,  1872,  and 
in  column  .5.  pag;e  3,  at  the  end  of  the  report,  will  be  found  an  attempt 
to  hold  up  to  derision  the  supporter  of  the  protest.  Compare  the  re¬ 
port  of  a  committee,  made  to  the  National  Conference  of  1894  at  Sara- 
tog;a,  on  the  IX  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  action  taken 
thereon.  From  1874  to  1884,  the  names  of  estimable  elerg3Mnen,  set¬ 
tled  over  parishes  claimed  as  Unitarian,  were  dropped,  on  doctrinal 
grrounds,  from  the  list  of  Unitarian  ministers. 

Mr.  Willson  wrote  me.  December  2.  1873,  tliese  words  which  si'em 
almost  prophetic  in  view  of  what  has  followed  : 

“  If  Christianity  is,  in  its  essence,  a  life,  and  we  are  agreed  in  that, 
agereement  in  work  is  possible;  real  sympathy  is  not  only  possible. — 
the  absence  of  it  is  not  possible.  If  Christianity  is  a  theory,  or  a 
doctrine,  it  is  im|)Ossible  that  our  union  should  be  real,  even  thoug:hwe 
all  sign,  without  the  least  reservation,  the  same  articles.  If  a  pream¬ 
ble  we  must  have,  I  should  try  to  frame  it  with  a  view  to  include  all 
who  acknowledge  love  to  God  and  man  to  be  true  religion." 
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all  things  keenly  alive  to  the  terrible  deficiencies  of 
the  hour,  but  equally  assured  of  what  Whittier  has  called 
"  the  steady  gain  of  man,”  Mr.  Willson  was  the  citizen,  the 
neighbor,  the  pastor,  the  friend,  such  as  no  community  can 
surrender  without  a  pang. 

It  would  be  strange  indeed  if  one  gifted  with  such  qual¬ 
ities  as  these, — so  brave,  so  tender,  so  many-sided,  so 
absolute,  so  true, — had  failed  to  stamp  himself  upon  the 
times  in  which  he  lived.  Everywhere  his  value  was 
recognized  and  everywhere  he  found  himself  in  touch  with 
all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men.  I  think  no  expression  of 
his  heart  did  him  ampler  justice  than  the  letters  and  col¬ 
loquies  he  exchanged  from  time  to  time  with  the  children 
of  his  flock,  and  the  close  relations  in  which  he  always 
chose  to  live  with  those  fresh  and  ardent  souls.  Eight 
years  he  labored  on  the  School  Committee  here.  At  the 
Home  for  Aged  Women  not  only  was  he  a  welcome  guest 
but  he  broke  the  spell  which  barred  those  of  his  profession 
from  the  board  of  control  and  served  there  as  a  Manager 
for  several  years.  On  the  Board  of  Government  of  the 
Plummer  Farm  School  he  held  a  place  as  trustee  for  fifteen 
years — one  of  the  only  two  clergymen  ever  appointed  to 

Note  XII.  When  friends  sought  advice  of  Mr.  Wiiison,  as  to  affli- 
iating  with  one  or  another  church,  he  did  not  iiesitate  to  recommend 
a  connection  with  some  society  not  of  liis  own  communion,  whenever 
that  course,  aii  things  considered,  seemed  to  him  expedient  for  the 
friends  concerned.  When  Mr.  Wiiison  and  others  w'ere  urged  to  quit 
the  Unitarian  body  in  search  of  greater  freedom,  and  to  ally  them¬ 
selves  with  the  Free  Religious  Association  with  which  he  held  much 
in  common,  he  declined  the  call  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  duty  to 
remain  in  the  denomination  and  help  to  make  it  free  enough  for  any¬ 
body.  When  the  Unitarian  body  undertook  to  weed  out  its  member¬ 
ship  by  applying  tests  for  wliich  Mr.  Willson  could  find  no  authority, 
he  allowed  it  to  be  well  understood  that  the  effort  must  be  abandoned, 
or  the  expurgated  list  of  preachers  would  lack  his  name  also. 
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that  board.  Perhaps  there  could  be  no  more  telling  tribute 
to  his  broad  benevolence  than  his  election  thirty-five  years 
ago — a  rare  thing  for  clergymen  at  that  time — as  a  cor¬ 
porator  of  the  Salem  Savings  Bank.  No  other  man  has 
been  asked  more  than  once  to  conduct  onr  memorial  ser¬ 
vices  on  Decoration  Day.  On  three  occasions  Mr.  Willson 
has  delivered  the  address  before  onr  local  Post.  Naturally 
he  was  a  favorite  \vith  the  veterans  of  the  war,  and  when 
the  Salem  Light  Infantry  Veteran  Corps,  in  April,  1886, 
observed  the  quarter-century  anniversary  of  the  departure 
for  the  field,  Mr.  Willson  was  asked  to  act  as  Chaplain 
for  the  day,  and  he  marched  with  the  corps  as  Chaplain 
on  every  subsequent  parade.  He  had  been  a  resident 
member  of  the  New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Soci¬ 
ety  since  1859,  and  finally  became  its  Vice-President  for 
M  assachusetts.  He  had  lieen  President  of  the  Salem  Athe- 
nseum  since  1886.  His  identification  with  the  Essex  Insti¬ 
tute,  of  which  he  became  President  in  1893,  covered  the 
full  period  of  his  Salem  life.  In  August,  1859,  two  months 
after  his  settlement  at  Salem,  he  was  driven  from  Lawrence 
by  a  kinsman  whose  guest  he  was,  to  North  Andover, 
where  a  field- meeting  of  the  Institute  was  going  on,  and 
the  interest  which  he  then  and  there  expressed  knew  no 
abatement  since  that  day.  On  three  occasions,  those  of 
the  deaths  of  John  Lewis  Russell,  John  Clarke  Lee,  and 
Charles  Timothy  Brooks,  Mr.  Willson  hiis  contributed 
admirable  memoirs  of  those  regretted  members  to  our 
Historical  Collections.  And  I  should  name  amongst  other 
contributions  from  his  pen  to  the  literature  of  this  section, 
the  record  of  Salem,  looked  at  from  an  ecclesiastical  stand¬ 
point,  which  he  prepared  for  Lewis  and  Hurd’s  exhaustive 
History  of  Essex  County,  as  well  as  a  sketch  of  the  North 
Church  and  Parish,  read  at  the  centennial  commemoration 
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in  1872  anti  printed,  in  a  memorial  volume,  by  the 
Soeiety.^*" 

For  two  year’s, — In  1883  and  1884, — he  represented 
Salem  in  the  General  Court, — wltere  he  served  as  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Edueation,  and  of  the  Committee 
on  Parishes  and  Religious  Societies,  in  the  Lower  House. 
I  was  with  him  there.  No  man  was  more  uniformly 
listened  to  with  eagerness  and  deference  than  he,  for  he 
was  seen  to  be  incapable  of  the  impertinence  of  saying 
what  he  did  not  mean.  Onr  local  chariMes,  too  many 
of  them  to  recount,  were  glad  to  claim  him  for  an  officer 
or  a  friend.  On  temperance, — on  prison  discipline, — on 
organized  systems  of  benevolence, — on  every  point  of 
national  policy  or  municipal  reform,  he  was  at  pains 
to  make  his  feelings  kiniwn,  never  obtrusively,  but  never 
in  uncertain  tones.  And  so  this  rare  and  admirable  man 
rounded  out  his  full  half-century  of  duty  in  the  Church, 
and  on  the  thirty-sixth  anniversary  of  his  installation  here, 
— a  day  to  which,  year  after  year,  for  a  whole  generation, 
he  had  looked  forward  with  a  manly  pride, — this  noble 
man,  gazing  into  the  upturned  faces  of  the  people  he  had 
served  so  well, — some  born  and  grown,  some  mellowed 
and  grown  old  under  his  gracious  charge, — moved  by  the 
tender  memories  of  those  gone  before, — and  speaking  at 
the  altar  words  of  benediction  which  he  meant  to  be  his 
last, — faltered  and  fainted  at  his  })ost  and,  lingering  a  little, 
passed  away.  At  his  simple  funeral  the  needy  and  the 
humble  bore  testimony  by  their  iircsenee  that  they  had 


Note  XIII.  For  memoirs  of  .Tolm  Lewis  Russell,  see  Hist.  Coll. 
Essex  Institute,  Vol.  xii,  pp.  1G3-178;  of  Joliu  Clarke  Lee,  see  Hist. 
Coll.  Essex  lust.,  Vol.  xv,  pp.  35-G2;  of  Charles  Timothy  Brooks,  see 
Hist.  Coll.  Essex  lust.,  Vol.  xxi,  pp.  1-23.  For  Ecclesiastical  History 
of  Salem,  see  History  of  Essex  County  (D.  Hamilton  Hurd),  J.  W. 
Lewis  &  Co.,  rhiladelphia,  1888,  Vol.  1,  pp.  17-G3. 
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lost  a  friend,  and  mourners  of  every  station  felt  their 
kinship  for  an  hour  at  his  bier.  The  clergy  of  the  town 
forgot  their  differing  creeds  and  made  known  their  sorrow 
in  a  formal  vote.  The  Essex  Institute,  in  the  usual 
resolves,  provided  for  the  tribute  which  has  brought 
us  here. 

But  are  these  then  "  the  forms,  modes,  shows  of 
grief”?  Personal  tributes  can  hardly  be  so  explained. 
His  commanding  officer.  General  Osborn,  has  written  since 
his  death, — "  I  have  never  had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
thrown  with  any  other  man,  who,  having  such  virile 
strength  to  maintain  principle  or  repel  evil,  possessed  such 
tenderness,  relinement  and  winning  grace.  If  my  high 
regard  and  esteem  for  him  could  have  been  made  matter 
of  record  from  day  to  day,  it  would  till  a  volume,  for  I 
yield  to  none  in  loving  appreciation  of  the  nobility  and 
sweetness  of  his  character  and  of  the  lofty  example  of  his 
life.”  A  life-long  admirer  who  often  heard  his  voice  while 
he  preached  at  West  Roxbury,  wrote — "He  had  the  unction 
of  the  spirit  and  it  did  one  good  to  take  in  every  word.” 
Rev.  Francis  Tiffany,  who  knew  him  long  and  well,  thus 
beautifully  chronicles  his  death,  which  he  likens  to  the 
desolate  fall  of  some  broad-spreading  elm,  fnll  of  the  nests 
and  song  of  birds  that  found  a  covert  in  it, — now  lying 
prostrate  in  the  ancient  highway  it  had  graced  so  long. 
This  is  his  tribute  : — "  No  lamp  in  an  alabaster  vase  ever 
shone  through  more  translucently  than  through  his  speak¬ 
ing  eyes,  mobile  features  and  responsive  mien  shone  the 
vibrations  of  the  light  and  love  within.  As  youth,  mature 
man,  and  in  old  age,  he  was  dowered  with  the  rare  gift 
of  personal  beauty,  a  beauty  not  only  lighting  up  his  ex¬ 
pressive  countenance,  but  revealing  itself  in  the  delicate 
finish  of  limb  and  overflowing  in  the  exquisite  courtesy  of 
his  manners. 
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"  Spared  to  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-five,  the  beautiful 
Indian  suniiner  of  his  life  was  steeped  in  a  rich  golden 
sunshine  and  haloed  with  a  poetic  atmosphere  that  visibly 
transfigured  him  into  a  living,  breathing  exemplar  of  the 
'  merits  of  the  saints.’  His  mere  passing  along  the  streets 
had  grown  to  be  a  public  benediction. 

"A  shrewd  judge  of  character,  a  keen  and  amused  dissec¬ 
tor  of  human  weaknesses,  a  sure  discerner,  too,  of  hidden 
traits  of  excellence, — business  men  enjoyed  talking  over 
wdth  him  the  events  of  the  day  and  the  characteristics  of 
leading  politicians,  educators,  and  divines.  All  the  more 
they  respected  his  spiritual  appeals,  for  the  force  and 
penetration  of  his  practical,  eveiy-day  sense,  lender  the 
glove  of  silk  there  w^as  the  hand  of  steel.” 

Miss  Lunt,  of  New’buryport,  who  met  him  often  at  the 
County  Conferences,  writes: — "When  any  matter  was 
under  discussion  we  waited  for  his  \vord  and  we  had  to 
think  the  subject  over  again  when  we  had  heard  from  him. 
He  always  threw  a  fresh  light  upon  the  main  question, — 
the  light  that  was  clear  and  fair, — the  white  light  not 
broken  through  the  prism  of  passion,  or  interest,  or  prej¬ 
udice, — and  partisan  coloring  faded  from  our  minds.  To 
hear  him  was  to  me  like  a  breath  of  northwest  wind  after 
one  has  been  enervated  by  the  flatness  of  a  southern  air.” 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Stewart  of  Lynn,  for  some  time  Vice- 
President  of  the  County  Conference,  has  said,  "  Mr.  Will¬ 
son’s  part  in  the  controversies  was  taken  with  no  hesitancy 
but  with  an  independence  and  breadth  of  feeling  that  won 
the  confidence  of  all.  No  one  else  could  say  things  just 
as  he  had  the  tact  and  wisdom  to  say  them,  waiving  neither 
decision  of  mind  nor  spirit.  We  knew  just  where  he 
stood.”  The  Christian  Register  editorially  announced  his 
death  in  these  well-chosen  words:  "Mr.  Willson  was  a 
man  so  fresh  in  his  thought  and  so  youthful  in  spirit  that 
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it  was  difficult  to  believe  that  he  was  seventy-five  years 
old.  Only  six  of  our  ministers  had  longer  settlements. 
He  kept  himself  always  abreast  of  the  new  thought  and 
the  new  literature  of  his  time.  He  was  one  of  the  old- 
fashioned  gentlemen,  kindly,  courteous  and  unassuming 
in  his  demeanor,  hut  resolute  in  his  purpose.  During  the 
many  years  of  his  ministry  in  Salem  he  had  grown  to  ho 
an  important  part  of  the  life  of  the  city  as  well  as  of  that 
of  his  parish.  Naturally,  it  happened  in  the  changes  which 
passed  over  this  old  community  that  many  members  of  the 
older  families  drew  together  under  his  administration  ;  and 
he  came  to  rejiresent  in  a  peculiar  degree  and  manner  the 
old-fashioned,  cultivated,  self-respecting,  dignified  life  of 
one  of  the  oldest  cities  of  New  England.  In  a  singular 
way,  without  conscious  purpose  or  ostentation,  jMr.  Will- 
son  carried  on  the  traditions  of  the  older  clergy.” 

Every  man  has  his  place  in  tlie  scheme  of  creation. 
If  it  has  thus  far  failed  to  appear  wlnit  was  the  plan  to 
interpret  which  I  suppose  Mr.  Willson  to  have  lived  and 
wrought,  no  further  words  of  mine  can  make  it  plain. 
The  value  of  such  a  personality  as  his,  to  friends,  to  his 
community,  to  the  world  at  large, —  its  usefulness  as 
exemplar,  as  inspiration,  as  diffusing  an  atmosphere  of 
tine,  spiritual  ether  abroad,  or,  perhaiis,  as  a  bracing  tonic 
to  clear  the  social  air,  or,  if  you  will,  as  moral  anchorage- 
ground  where,  safely  moored,  weaker  natures  may  ride 
out  the  passing  giile, — these  are  estimates  of  the  man  not 
to  he  fixed  in  words.  You  in  whose  homes  he  has  gone 
in  and  out  for  all  these  years  ask  no  encomium  from  me. 
To  me, — to  all  of  us, — Salem  will  he  a  little  less  than 
Salem  now  that  he  is  gone, — honor  a  little  rarer, — beauty 
and  grace  of  soul  something  less  a  tangible  reality,  some¬ 
thing  more  an  evanescent  dream, — the  world  without  his 
sunny  smile  something  poorer, — life  itself  something  less 
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worth  living !  He  wjis  a  man  from  whom  the  poet  might 
well  have  drawn  his  noble  lines : — 

Whose  powers  shed  round  him,  iu  the  common  strife 
Or  miid  concerns  of  ordinary  iife, 

A  constant  influence', — a  pecuiiar  jirace ; 

But  wiio,  if  he  i)e  caiied  upon  to  face 

Some  awfui  moment  to  wiiicii  Heaven  has  joined 

Great  issues,  "ood  or  l)ad,  for  iuiinan  kind. 

Is  iiappy  as  a  Lover;  and  attired 

Witii  sudden  brigiitness,  iike  a  Man  inspired ; 

And,  tiirousii  tlie  heat  of  conflict,  keeps  the  iaw 
In  caimiiess  made,  and  sees  what  he  foresaw; 

Wlio,  doomed  to  f'o  in  company  with  Pain, 

And  Fear,  and  Bioodsiied, — miserable  train, — 

Turns  his  necessity  to  giorions  gain; 

In  face  of  tiiese  dotii  exercise  a  power 
Wiiicii  is  our  iiuman  nature’s  iiighest  dower; 

Controls  tliem  and  subdues, — transmutes, — bereaves 
Of  tiieir  i)ad  intlueuce,  and  tiieir  good  receives; 

By  ol)jects,  wiiicii  might  force  tlie  soul  to  abate 
Her  feeling,  rendered  more  compassionate; 

Is  yet  a  Soul  whose  master-bias  leans 
To  home-felt  jileasures  and  to  gentle  scenes, — 

Sweet  images!  whicli,  wlieresoe’er  he  be. 

Are  at  ins  heart;  and  sucii  fldelity 
It  is  ids  darling  passion  to  approve ; 

More  brave  for  this,  that  he  hath  much  to  love : 

Whom  neither  shape  of  danger  can  dismay. 

Nor  thought  of  tender  happiness  betray; 

Wlio,  not  content  that  former  worth  stand  fast. 

Looks  forward, — persevering  to  tlie  last, — 

From  well  to  better,  daily  self-surpast : 

Finds  comfort  in  himself  and  in  his  cause; 

And,  ivliile  tlie  mortal  mist  is  gatlieriug,  draws 
His  breath  in  confidence  of  Heaven’s  applause! 
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NOTES  ON  THE  ANCESTRY  AND  CONNECTIONS 
OF  "REAR  ADMIRAL”  THOMAS  GRAVES, 

OF  CHARLESTOWN,  MASS. 

BY  EBEN  PUTNAM. 

The  following  notes  relate  chiefly  to  the  family  of  "Rear 
Admiral”  Thom  as  Graves  of  Charlestown,  who  was  born  in 
Stepney,  London,  England,  and  came  to  this  country  with 
his  wife  and  children. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Gen.  John  Card  Graves  of 
Buflfalo,  the  historian  of  the  Graves  families,  I  have  been 
accorded  permission  to  use  the  material  I  gathered  for  him 
while  visiting  England  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of 
1894. 

My  object  was  to  locate  the  English  home  of  Joseph 
Graves  of  Concord,  Mass.,  to  establish  the  connection,  if 
any  existed,  between  the  said  Joseph  and  Thomas  Graves 
of  Charlestown,  and  to  obtain  all  the  information  I  could 
gather  relating  to  the  various  Graves  emigrants  to  Amer¬ 
ica  and  the  English  families  of  that  name. 

Having  found  that  the  Concord  and  Charlestown  fami¬ 
lies  were  not  related,  I  did  not  prosecute  my  researches 
concerning  the  ancestryof  the  "Rear  Admiral  ”  as  far  as  I 
might  have  done  had  time  permitted,  yet  so  much  regard¬ 
ing  his  immediate  relatives  was  gathered  that  it  is  thought 
worthy  of  place  here. 

(166) 


NOTES  ON  THE  ANCESTRY  OF  THOMAS  GRAVES.  167 

The  name  Grave,  Graves,  Greave  and  Greaves  is  com¬ 
mon  to  several  counties  in  England  and  is  of  great  antiq¬ 
uity.  It  is  not  likely  that  every  one  bearing  the  name  is 
from  a  common  ancestor,  yet  I  think  the  most  of  the  wills 
I  obtained  of  Hertfordshire  Graveses  are  of  the  same  great 
family,  and  I  think  likely  that  some  connection  exists  be¬ 
tween  the  Stepney  family  and  those  of  Herts  and  Essex. 

I  found  wills  highly  suggestive  of  the  ancestry  of  Thomas 
Graves,  the  engineer  of  Charlestown,  as  well  as  others  of 
the  New  England  emigrants,  but  what  appears  in  print  is 
supposed  to  relate  solely  to  the  Stepney  family.  The 
birthplace  and  parentage  of  the  "Rear  Admiral”  have  long 
been  known. 

Mr.  Henry  F.  Waters,  whose  great  work  is  still  going 
on,  was  kind  enough  to  place  at  my  disposal  references  he 
had  to  various  wills.  Through  his  researches  it  is  not  at 
all  unlikely  that  more  will  be  unearthed  regarding  the  va¬ 
rious  Graveses,  for  his  plan  of  search  is  so  comprehensive 
that  not  alone  particular  families  or  individuals,  but  all  are 
benefited.  Americans  should  contribute  liberally  to  the 
fund  in  charge  of  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical 
Society  which  enables  that  society  to  keep  Mr.  Waters  in 
the  field  and  to  print  the  results  of  his  labors. 

It  appears  to  be  evident  that  the  St.  Olaves,  Southwark, 
family  of  shipwrights  and  those  of  Lymehouse  were  closely 
connected.  I  take  it  that  William  Greaves  of  Southwark 
who  died  in  1582,  and  Henry  Greaves  of  Stepney,  who 
died  in  1590,  were  brothers,  and  am  inclined  to  think  that 
their  father  was  a  Thomas  Greaves,  but  this  supposition 
is  purely  guesswork  as  I  did  not  follow  up  the  clue  ob¬ 
tained.  Neither  did  I  trace  the  Graves  family  of  White¬ 
chapel,  the  next  parish  to  Stepney,  although  evidently  some 
of  the  Graveses  of  Stepney  and  of  Whitechapel  were  of 
the  same  family,  perhaps  connected  with  the  shipwright 
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family.  As  Whitechapel  registers  commence  as  early  as 
1558  there  is  a  wide  field  for  investigation.  I  have  many 
wills  relating  to  the  Graves  family  of  that  parish  as  well  as 
of  other  London  parishes. 

The  following  extracts  from  probate  and  parish  records 
illustrate  the  pedigree. 

Henry  Graves  of  Stepney,  Adm,  to  relict  Margaret,  8  July,  1590. 

Act  Book,  fo.  204. 

John  Shawe  of  Stepney,  Adm.  to  widow  Jean,  31  Mar.,  1690. 

Act  Book,  fo.  198. 

Anne  Graves,  widow,  of  Stepney,  Adm.  to  sister  Alice,  30  Dec., 
1613-14.  Act  Book,  fo.  187. 

Agnes  Graves,  widow,  of  Stepney,  Adm.  to  sister  Alice  Lea,  during 
minor  estate  of  son  Robert  Greaves,  30  Sept.,  1613. 

Act  Book,  fo.  176. 

Michael  Grave  of  Stepney,  Adm.  to  William  Allen,  creditor,  7 
Feb.  1613-14. 

Andrew  Graves  of  Stepney,  Com.  to  uncle  Jervase  Russell,  during 
minority  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Graves,  10  Dec.,  1625. 

Act  Book,  fo.  249. 

John  Graves  of  Stepney,  Com.  to  Susan  the  relict,  Jan.,  1626-7. 

Act  Book,  fo.  2. 

Nathaniel  Graves  of  Stepney,  Adm.  to  brother  William  Graves,  11 
Sept.,  1638.  Act  Book,  fo.  355. 

William  Graves  of  St.  Olaves,  Southwark,  Surrey,  shipwright. 
Will  dated  3  Feb.,  1582 ;  proved  9  Feb.,  1582. 

Mentions  sons  William,  John,  Tobye;  children  of  daughter  Birch; 
brother’s  son  Thomas  Graves  and  his  sister  Mary;  wife  Phillice  who 
with  son-in-law  John  Birch  to  be  executors.  In  codicil  mentions 
Cicily  Monnde  als.  Armitage ;  sons-in-law  Richard  Johnson  and  Law¬ 
rence  Somper.  Witnesses,  Henry  Allison,  Henry  Graves. 

P.  C.  C.  Rowe,  7. 

Margaret  Barbor  of  Stepney,  widow.  Will  dated  July,  1618; 
proved  11  Feb.,  1618;  mentions  Matthew  Graves,  son  of  Thomas 
Graves;  Sarah  Graves,  daughter  of  John  Graves;  John  Graves,  the 
younger  son,  of  John  Graves  the  elder,  of  Lymehouse,  shipwright. 
She  also  mentions  daughter  Joan,  wife  of  Thomas  Minning  and  his 
daughter  Sarah.  Consis.  Ct.  London,  249. 
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Thomas  Greaves  of  Lymehouse,  Middlesex,  shipwright.  Will 
dated  20  Apr.,  1G03;  proved  20  June,  1603.  Directs  that  he  be  buried 
in  Stepney  churchyard,  south  side ;  mentions  eldest  daughter  Marie 
Greaves  when  21;  daughter  Rebecca;  son  Matthew;  brother  John 
Greaves  and  his  children,  one  of  whom  is  William;  sister  Joan 
Greaves;  Grace  Lane,  daughter  of  sister  Marie  Lane,  deceased; 
good  friend  Robert  Coldridge  of  RedclilT,  mariner ;  mother  Margaret 
Masters;  Aunt  Clement  Hunt;  sister  Hester  Cocke;  wife  Joane,  ex¬ 
ecutrix;  overseers  Robert  Golding  and  brother  John  Greaves. 

Com.  Ct.  London,  1597-1603,  vol.  19,  348. 

John  Greaves,  the  elder  of  Lymehouse,  Md.,  shipwright.  Will 
dated  1  Aug.,  13th  Charles  (1637) ;  proved  15  Dec.,  1637.  To  be 
buried  in  eastern  end  of  Stepney  churchyard  on  the  south  side  of  the 
church  as  near  my  first  wife  and  children  as  conveniently  may  be;  to 
wife  Mary  lease  of  house  now  in  tenure  of  Mr.  Richard  Elli,  mariner 
and  in  possession  of  John  Shaw,  mariner;  to  Anne  Shaw  and  her 
heirs ;  after  wife’s  decease  the  Elli  house  to  return  to  my  son  John 
Greaves  who  I  had  by  her;  wife  Mary  the  least  of  my  four  new 
houses  lately  built  held  of  lease  of  Mr.  James,  and  so  much  of  the 
wharf  as  is  now  laid  out  and  enclosed  for  the  use  of  said  houses ;  if 
she  marry,  to  my  son  John  and  daughter  Mary  Greaves  whom  I  had 
by  her;  to  children  of  first  wife;  to  wife  Mary  lease  of  my  six  tene¬ 
ments  in  Lymehouse  yard  which  I  have  of  John  Marsh,  also  lease  of 
house  at  Shadwell,  and  other  property,  all  of  which  is  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  and  bringing  up  of  children  John  and  Mary ;  they  are  also 
to  have  £50,  one  third  plate  and  one  third  of  dwelling  in  the  yard; 
son  John  £5  out  of  the  yard  near  the  limekilns ;  to  sons  William, 
Abraham  and  Nathaniel  the  lease  I  took  of  Mr.  James  excepting  the 
four  new  houses  above  mentioned;  widow  Andrews  and  widow  Row¬ 
land  Langrain  occupants  of  tenaments ;  son  Robert  Greaves  £50  when 
21  and  £5  per  year  out  of  ray  lower  yard. 

To  John,  William  and  Rebecca,  children  of  my  son  Thomas 
Greaves  £10  each  when  21 ;  to  Sarah  and  Rebecca  children  of  my  son 
William  Greaves  ditto;  son  Matthew  Greaves  a  house:  son  Joseph 
Graves,  when  21,  a  house  in  Cooper  Lane,  Loudon,  in  occupation  of 
William  Dorrett ;  also  such  household  stufl’as  I  had  by  his  mother ;  also 
£50,  £20  whereof  was  the  legacy  of  his  grandmother;  daughter  Re¬ 
becca  Margate  £30  and  to  her  daughters  Anne  and  Mary  £10  when 
twenty-one;  daughter  Anne  Shawe  £30  and  to  her  daughter  Sara 
Shawe  £10  when  twenty-one;  to  grandchild  John  Graves  £20  at 
twenty-one;  sister  Ducie  40sh,  her  daughter  20sh;  cousin  Matthew 
Graves  20sh ;  cousin  Rebecca  Puzey,  20sh ;  mentions  ships  and  ship¬ 
ping  ;  the  other  two  thirds  to  be  divided  between  my  children  by  my 
first  wife ;  son  John  house  and  lands  in  Bridges  in  parish  of  Brixley, 
Kent  and  at  Blendou,  and  when  twenty  one  £12 ;  daughter  Mary  when 


170  NOTES  ON  THE  ANCESTRY  OF  THOMAS  GRAVES. 


twenty  one  £100;  son  Thomas  and  his  heirs  house  where  I  now  dwell 
near  Dickshore  in  Lyinehouse;  son  William  and  his  heirs  male  one 
third  of  dock,  wharf,  yard  and  crane  lying  near  to  Dickshore  aforesaid 
as  far  as  it  is  boarded  with  the  red  house  and  way  under  it  by  the 
house  that  is  tiled  and  now  occupied  by  John  Askew,  joiner ;  two  thirds 
of  said  dock,  yard,  wharf  and  crane  to  sons  Abraham  and  Nathaniel 
Greaves  and  if  they  die  without  heires  male  to  the  survivor,  and  if 
they  all  three  so  die  to  my  sons  Thomas,  Matthew  and  Robert;  in 
case  either  choose  to  sell  the  others  to  have  option  of  buying  at  £5 
less  than  any  one  else ;  sons  Abraham  and  Nathaniel  £50  each,  and 
they  to  be  freed  of  their  apprenticeship  indentures ;  wife  Mary  all 
rents  due  from  my  servants.  To  the  poor  of  Ham  and  Ilookend 
20sh;  Jacob  Aishley  20sh;  every  servant  lOsh.  Sons  Thomas  and 
William  Greaves,  and  son  George  Margatte  executors.  Friends  An¬ 
thony  Tutchen,  Mr.  John  Ducie,  Joseph  Chapman,  overseers. 
Signed,  1  Aug.,  before  John  Ducie,  George  Hutchinson,  John  Ednor, 
SCI. 

Mem.  10  Aug.,  1632,  John  Greaves,  etc.,  a  customary  tenant  of  the 
said  manor  since  the  last  court  day  did  surrender  into  the  hands  of 
the  Lord  of  the  manor  by  the  rodd  according  to  the  custom  of  said 
manor  by  the  hands  of  John  Domelaw  head  borowe  or  Cheise  pledge, 
in  presence  of  William  Pulbery,  Michol  Austle,  Francis  Holliday, 
John  Watte,  William  Delton,  and  Stephen  Traford  all  six  customary 
tenants  etc.,  all  such  the  premises  for  the  use  of  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  said  John  Greaves. 

Codicil,  17  Nov.,  1637.  There  being  due  me  from  the  company  of 
shipwrights  £200,  said  sum  is  bequeathed  to  sons  William,  Abraham, 
Nathaniel  Greaves.  Proved  15  Dec.,  1637  by  William  Greaves  and 
George  Margatte,  executors.  P.  C  .C.  Goare  163,  164. 

John  Greaves  of  parish  of  Stepney,  alias  Stebunheeth,  in  Middlesex, 
ship-builder.  The  Vestry  minutes  published  by  G.  W.  Hill  and  W.  H. 
Frere,  from  1579-1662,  contain  frequent  mention  of  the  name.  From 
those  records  it  appears  that  John  Graves  was  one  of  the  Vestrymen  in 
1603  and  frequently  thereafter,  as  well  as  engaged  upon  other  work  of 
the  parish  till  1637  when  his  name  appears  on  those  records  for  the  last 
time. 

He  was  a  shipbuilder  of  consequence  and  the  limits  of  his  yard 
are  shown  upon  a  map  published  by  Hill  and  Frere.  According  to  a 
note  in  the  work  above  mentioned  his  first  wife  was  Sarali  Chester* 
who  died  within  a  few  months  of  marriage  and  almost  at  once  he 
married  Susan  Hoxton  on  the  24  June,  1624.  He  married  for  the 
third  time  18  May,  1630,  Mary  Raymond. 


^  Whether  her  name  was  Chester  or  Malter  slie  lived  long  enough  to  bear  her 
husband  fourteen  children,  or  else  she  was  a  second  wife  who  died  childless. 
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The  following  entries  on  Stepney  parish  records  of  bap¬ 
tisms,  marriages  and  burials  relate  to  John  Graves,  or 
Greaves  as  the  name  was  undoubtedly  spelled  by  its  pos¬ 
sessors. 

John  Greaves  of  Lymehouse  shipwright,  and  Sarah  Matter  of 
Ratcliflf,  married  6  Apr.,  1597. 

John  Greaves  and  Mary  Raymond  of  St.  Mary  Whitechapel, 
widow,  married  18  May,  10.80. 

The  i)aptisms  of  the  children  arc  as  follows : 

William,  bapt.,  1  Feb.,  1597-8. 

John,  “  90  Aug.,  1600. 

Sarali  “  13  Dec.,  1009. 

Thomas,  “  10  June,  1005. 

Rebecca,  “  13  Dec.,  1007. 

Matthew,  “  6  Mar.,  1008. 

William,  “  18  Mar.,  1009. 

Henry,  “  15Mar.,  1611. 

Anne,  “  11  Apr.,  1013. 

Susanna,  “  19  June,  lOll. 

Samuel,  born  9tli,  bapt.  15  Oct.,  1015. 

Abraham,  born  13,  bapt.  17  Jan.,  1010-17. 

Nathaniel,  born  1,  “  7  June,  1018. 

Robert,  bapt.  not  found. 

WILL  OF  THOMAS  GRAVES  OF  CHARLESTOWN. 

This  my  last  will  and  testament  is  that  I  do  bequeath  vnto  my  be¬ 
loved  wife  Katharine  Graves,  my  now  dwelling  house  scittuate  in 
Cliarlcstowne  in  New  England  for  the  terme  of  her  life,  and  also  th® 
one-third  part  of  all  my  goods,  Shiping  &  moneys  and  plate,  I  give 
and  bequeath  vnto  my  daughter  liebecca  five  pound,  &  to  her  child 
three  pound,  I  do  bequeath  unto  my  sonne  John  my  house  scittuate  in 
Linehouse  neere  Dickes  shoare,  he  paying  One  hundred  Pound,  to  be 
payd  th®  one  third  part  of  it  to  his  mother  my  beloved  wife,  th®  other 
two  thirds  to  be  divided  vnto  my  sonne  Thomas,  Nathaniell,  Susanna 
&  Joseph,  my  will  is  that  my  Land  at  Oburne  in  New  England,  and 
Land  in  Charlestowne  neck,  and  what  goods,  household  stuffe,  ship¬ 
ping,  plate  or  moneys  I  have  be  all  vallued,  with  one  hundred  Pound, 
I  Appoynt  my  sonne  John  to  pay  of  all  w***  my  will  is  that  my  wife 
shall  have  th®  one  third  part  of.  And  th®  other  two  thirds  to  be  Equally 
divided  between  my  sonne  Thomas,  Nathaniel,  Susanna  &  Joseph, 
but  my  desire  is,  that  if  the  house  at  Limehouse  w®**  I  do  bequeath 
vnto  my  sonne  John  he  paying  one  hundred  pound  be  not  vallued  to 
be  worth  as  much  as  double  what  wilbe  of  my  estate  dividable  to  my 


172  NOTES  ON  THE  ANCESTRY  OF  THOMAS  GRAVES. 


sonne  Thomas,  Nathaniell  Susanna  or  Joseph,  that  then  my  sonne 
Jn°  shall  pay  lesse  to  be  dividable  as  above  mentioned,  for  my  desire 
is  that  my  sonne  John  should  have  twice  so  much  as  the  zest  of  my 
children. 

further  I  do  bequeath  vnto  my  sonne  Thomas  after  his  mothers  de¬ 
cease,  my  now  dwelling  house,  with  all  the  garden  &  orchard  there 
vnto  belonging,  w®**  is  scittuate  in  Charlestowne  in  New  England,  pro¬ 
vided  that  my  sonne  Thomas  pay  vnto  his  sister  Rebecca  ten  pound, 
Nathaniell  Ten  pound,  Susanna  ten  pound,  Joseph  Ten  pound.  I  do 
Appoynt  my  beloved  wife  and  my  sonne  John  to  be  my  Execute'  and 
do  appoint  them  to  pay  to  the  church  at  Charlestowne  forty  shillings 
And  I  do  intreate  my  Brother  Nowell  &  my  Bro :  Lindes  of  Charles¬ 
town  to  be  overseers  of  my  will,  and  do  give  to  them  Twenty  shil¬ 
lings  apeece,  witnes  my  hand  this  13**'  of  June  1652. 

Thomas  Graves. 

This  last  will  of  m«  Thomas  Graves  being  left  by  himselfe  sealed 
up,  and  delivered  to  his  Bro :  Abraham  Graves  and  presented  by  his 
relict  widow  before  the  Deputy  Governe®,  and  the  rest  of  the  magis¬ 
trates,  it  was  by  them  allowed  &  Approved  the  first  of  the  10“*  mo. 
1653. 

Thomas  Danfouth,  Recorder. 

Entred  &  Recorded  25  10™“  1655. 

Thomas  Danfokth,  Recorder. 

An  Inventory  of  the  goods  &  Chattels  of  Rere  Admirall  Thomas 
Graves  deceased  the  31**’  of  the  5*''  mo  1653. 

Imp®  his  Dwelling  house  with  Orchard,  garden,  3  Accres  of  land  in 
the  necke,  &  hay  lott  with  out  the  necke  and  two  cow  comons. 

It. — Thre  hundred  fifty  &  two  Acres  of  land  at  Woburne  52-16-00 
It.— two  cowes,  a  sucking  calfe,  fouer  Ewes  3  ewe  Lambes 

&  half  a  Ram  19-10-00 

It. — a  feather  bed,  bolster.  Green  Rug,  paire  blankets,  Cov- 

erlett,  curtaines,  vallians,  matt  and  bedstead  8-15-00 

It. — eight  pound  weight,  nine  ounces  &  three  quarters  of  an 
ounce  of  plate  haberdepois  at  4°  6’  p'  z'.  haberdepois  as 
nere  as  I  can  Judge  by  the  figures,  30-19-09 

It.— a  Turne  pillar  Cubbard,  3  cheny  bottels,  thre  glasse 

bottels,  &  a  Legorne  platter  00-12-06 

It.— a  chest,  a  little  8  square  table,  a  chaire  with  Armes  a 

stoole  02-00-00 

It. — two  little  old  feather  beds,  a  bolster,  2  blankets,  4  paire 
pillowes,  2  Greene  Rugs,  with  a  bedstead,  Curtaines  & 
vallance  10-00-00 
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It.— two  paire  of  brasse  Andjrons,  2  brasse  candlesticks,  3 
paire  brasse  snuffers 
&  Bellowes 

It. — An  Iron  Stove,  12  paire  ordnary  sheets  whereof  some 
old 

It. — eight  table  cloathes,  14  coarse  napkins,  eight  short 
Towels 

It. — two  chests,  a  flasket,  a  coate  with  gold  buttons  a  quilt 
It. — a  suit  of  Green  serdge  Curtaines  &  Vallence  with  Cup- 
bard  &  Chimney  cloathes 

It.— a  paire  of  window  cushions,  a  Ciprus  chest  and  a 
Carpett 

It.— a  feather  bed  and  bolster,  3  blankets,  a  green  Rug,  & 
bedstead,  matt,  &  Curtaines 

It. — a  Trundle  bed,  a  feather  bed  &  bolster,  halfe  a  blankett 
and  a  coverlett 

It. — a  old  Carpett,  a  boulster,  a  blankett  &  a  Rug 
It. — nine  paire  of  childrens  stockins,  &  two  childrens  waiste- 
coats. 

It. — 183  pound  of  Pewter,  at  12^  a  pound  &  a  Are  shovell  & 
Tongs 

It. — two  pound  of  Jarsie  wooll,  A  long  table  cloath,  a  long 
Towell,  a  Cubbiird  cloath  Diay ;  another  Table  cloath, 
a  Cubbard  cloath,  three  dussen  &  7  napkins 
It.— A  Holland  table  cloath  &  24  napkins 
It. — Another  table  cloaths  &  10 :  Holland  napkins  &flve  Cub¬ 
bard  cloathes 

It. — six  paire  of  Holland  sheets,  foure  Table  cloathes  &  3 
Towels 

It. — 12  paire  of  pillow  beers,  a  paire  of  Holland  sheets  at 
30» 

It.— two  cases  of  knives.  Lace  in  remnants  and  a  Curratt 
It. — foure  yards  of  Canvas,  16  yards  of  Norwich  stuffes 
It. — a  Table  &  flve  Joined  stooles,  6  leather  chaires,  2  Low 
chaires,  2  Low  stooles 

It.— a  chest  of  drawers,  five  cushions,  six  shirts 
It.— a  feather  bed,  a  straw  bed,  a  boulster,  a  coverlett,  a 
blankett,  &  bedstead 

It. — 26  yards  f  Holland,  &  ten  yards  broad  cloath 
It. — flve  yards  black  cloath,  ten  yards  &  halfe  of  red  Kersie, 
16  yards  Lockrum 

It. — twenty  Ells  of  Dowlas,  two  chests,  &  two  suits  of  ap- 
parrell 

It. — twenty  foure  Sugar  Loaves,  a  Carpett,  a  box.  Two 
cases  with  strong  waters 


03-00-00 

09-00-00 

01-04-00 

06-08-00 

04-00-00 

04-10-00 

08-10-00 

04-00-00 

01-07-00 

00-07-00 

09-06-00 


07-12-00 

02-06-00 

01-07-00 

12-02-00 

03-15-00 

01-08-00 

02-13-00 

04-00-00 

05-00-00 

04-10-00 

17-00-00 

12-11-04 

06-08-00 

10-17-00 
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It. — Nayles,  An  old  clocke,  a  Jacke  a  Co®  Cubbard  01-13-00 

It. — five  chaires,  a  paire  Tramels,  fler  sbovell  &  Tongs,  a 
gridiron,  a  cbaffendish  an  Iron  backe  a  paire  bellowes  & 
a  warming  pan  01-08-00 

It. — Bookes,  a  copper,  4  potts  &  2  pudding  pans  04-00-00 

It. — Three  brasse  skillits,  a  scumer,  a  frying  pan  &  foure 

spitts  00-13-00 

It. — two  dussen  of  spoones,  2  lamps,  &  other  lumber  02-07-00 

It. — a  house  neere  Dickes  shoare,  400-00-00 

It. — a  1^6  part  of  the  Trades  Increase  025-00-00 

It. — a  debt  in  the  hands  of  M'  Valentine  Hill  31-00-00 

It. — in  Ready  money  02-05-00 

It.— six  red  Leather  Chaires  00-15-00 

It. — more  received  of  debts  in  England  223-15-00 


It. — 5  part  of  a  house  at  Ham  neere  London,  the  whole 
house  is  lett  at  ten  pounds  pr  yeare 

prised  by  vs  Robert  Hale 

Rohert  Cutler. 

At  a  County  Court  held  at  Charlestowne  25  10-mo  1655  M“  Katharine 
Graves  the  Relict  widow  of  Thomas  Graves  Deceased,  &  sole  Execu¬ 
trix  of  his  will  sollemly  affirmed  that  this  is  a  true  Inventory  of  her 
husbands  estate  according  to  the  best  &  pr'nt  knowledge,  and  that  when 
Any  more  shall  appeare  shee  will  truly  and  timely  discover  the  same 
to  be  added  here  vnto. 

Thomas  Danforth,  Recorder. 

Entred  &  Recorded  the  25  10-mo  1656. 

By  Thomas  Danforth,  Recorder. 

Mdd.  (3/ass.)  Probate. 

Thomas  Graye'  of  Wapping,  mariner.  Will  dated  16  Nov.,  1626; 
prov.  6  April,  1627.  Mentions  ship  Rainbow;  sister  Katherine 
Graye ;  brother  Thomas  Coy tmore ;  cousin  Mary  Egglefleld ;  sister  Par¬ 
nell  Parker,  widow,  and  her  daughters.  P.  C.  C.  Skinner,  45. 

Thomas  Gray  of  Harwich,  Essex.  Will  dated  16  Aug.,  1606;  proved 
29  June,  1607.  Mentions  wife  Katherine  to  whom  land  in  Sutton; 
late  Robert  Miles  her  father ;  brother-in-law  Thomas  Wyseman;  son 
Thomas;  daughters  Susan,  Parnell  and  Katherine  Graye. 

P.  C.  C.  Hudelston,  49. 

Richard  Gray  of  Harwich,  Essex,  mariner.  Will  dated  28  June, 
1602;  proved  5  Jan.,  1602.  Mentions  brother  John  Gray  “  land  com¬ 
ing  to  me  from  my  father  in  Harwich;”  wife  Josnam  land  given  him 
by  his  father  Thomas  Gray,  deceased  in  Church  lane,  also  in  Dover 
court  and  Ramsey.  Com.  Essex  and  Herts. 

*  For  further  account  of  tlie  Gray  Coytmore-Graves  connections,  sec  Sir.  Ap¬ 
pleton’s  paper  In  the  N.  E.  IIlst.-Geu.  Register. 
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William  Greaves  of  Limehouse,  Stepney,  shipwright.  Will  dated 
14  Feb.,  16G7,  codicil  17  Feb.;  prov.  3  Mar.,  1667.  Mentions  wife 
Elizabeth ;  sons  John  and  Thomas ;  daughter  Sarah  Higgenson,  wid¬ 
ow  ;  daughter  Rebecca  wife  of  Samuel  Stretton ;  grandchild  Elizabeth 
Greaves;  brothers  Robert  Greaves  and  John  Shaw;  W.  Stevens,  mar¬ 
iner.  P.  C.  C.  Hene,  32. 

Abraham  Greaves  of  Milend  green,  Stebonheath,  als.  Stepney,  gen¬ 
tleman.  Will  dated  16  Aug.,  1687 ;  proved  by  executor,  3  June,  1689. 

Mentions  wife  Sarah  to  whom  property  in  Ingrave  or  Gingrave  in 
Essex  which  after  her  death  is  to  go  to  daughter  Mary  Greaves; 
daughter  Sarah,  wife  of  John  Cooper  of  London,  merchant ;  daughter 
Rebecca  Greaves ;  tenement  in  Hutton,  Essex,  which  I  bought  of  sister 
Elizabeth  Ashwell,  to  daughter  Sarah  and  her  five  daughters,  viz., 
Sarah,  Mary,  Rebecca,  Elizabeth  and  Abigail  Cooper  when  twenty- 
one;  copyhold  in  Lymehouse  now  occuped  by  Elizabeth  Greaves, 
widow;  yard  and  wharf  in  possession  of  Thomas  James;  dockyard 
in  Lymehouse,  lately,  or  now,  in  occupation  of  John  and  Thomas 
Greaves ;  two-fifths  of  a  copyhold  in  Plaistow  in  Essex,  now  in  occu¬ 
pation  of  Rutland;  to  the' first  son  born  to  daughter  Rebecca  Greaves 
the  moiety  of  dockyard,  etc. ;  to  wife,  his  third  part  of  the  house 
I  formerly  dwelt  in  at  Lymehouse  which  I  bought  of  kinsman  Joseph 
Greaves;  granddaughter  Elizabeth  Greaves,  £10;  daughter-in-law 
Sarah  Jefferson  £30 ;  kinsman  Abraham  Greaves  £3 ;  to  poor  of  Ham- 
blett  of  Lymehouse;  executors,  wife  Sarah  and  daughter  Mary. 

Witnessed  by  John  Harrison,  Francis  Gillow,  George  Garrett. 

P.  C.  C.  Ent.  95. 

From  register  of  St.  Michaels,  Cornhill.  3  Sept.,  10  and  17,  1654, 
publi.shment  of  ^marriage  between  Abraham  Graves  of  Stepney,  ship¬ 
wright,  and  Mary,  spinster,  daughter  of  Martin  Walker  of  this 
parish,  citizen  and  merchant  tailor  of  London.  30  Oct.,  1655,  buried 
Mary,  wife  of  Abraham  Graves,  in  North  aisle;  child  bed. 

Margaret  Grave  of  London,  widow.  Will  dated  4  Oct.,  1636; 
proved  15  Mar.,  1637.  Mentions  daughter  Ellen  Cotchett  to  whom  a 
tenament  near  West  Smithfleld,  London;  four  grandchildren,  chil¬ 
dren  of  daughter  Smith,  deceased;  daughter  Anne  Ashwell  and  her 
children;  two  sons-in-law;  brother-in-law  Draper;  John  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Heath.  Proved  by  Anne,  wife  of  Wm.  Ashwell  and  Ellen,  wife 
of  Robert  Cotchett.  P.  C.  C.  Gore,  40. 

Compare  with  will  of  Abraham  Graves,  1689,  who  mentions  sister 
Elizabeth  A  she  well, 

John  Graves,  citizen  and  vintner,  of  London.  Will  dated  12  Oct., 
1663;  proved  3  Nov.,  1665,  by  relict  Alice.  Lands  in  Bridgin  and 
HIST.  COLL.  VOL.  XXXI  23 
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Blendon  in  Bexley,  Co.  Kent,  given  me  by  deceased  father,  to  wife 
Alice  and  after  her  death  to  son  John  Graves,  a  minor;  minor 
daughters  Elizabeth  and  Sarah  Graves ;  house  at  Lymehouse  and  two 
brick  house  there,  occuppied  by  John  Shaw  and  John  Rawlins ;  sisters 
Mary  Pute  and  my  brother,  her  husband,  James  Pute;  overseer, 
Nathaniel  Maxey;  John  Scott,  deceased.  P.  C.  C.,  Hyde,  140. 

Joseph  Greaves  of  Lymehouse,  Middlesex,  mariner,  at  present 
bound  for  Guinea.  Will  dated  19  June,  1685;  proved  27  July,  1686. 
Mentions  wife  Rose.  P.  C.  C.  Lloyd,  95. 

John  Greaves  of  London,  citizen  and  pewterer.  Will  dated  5  July, 
1633;  proved  by  relict  Alice,  9  Sept.,  1633.  Company  of  pewterers 
having  made  him  a  lease  of  a  house  in  Lymehouse  for  divers  years, 
he  gives  same  to  his  sole  executrix  and  after  her  decease  to  his  five 
children,  Mary,  John,  Andrew,  George  and  William,  under  twenty- 
one  ;  two  eldest  children  Riciiard  Greaves  and  Elizabeth  Brommell, 
widow;  wife  sole  executrix;  brother-in-law  Richard  Ingram  and 
friends  James  Allen  and  William  Hurdman  overseers;  to  son  Richard 
Greaves,'  resident  in  France,  the  “Book  of  Martirs;”  to  son  Andrew 
the bible  he  hath  of  the  “Genevah  print;”  to  son  George  the  bible  of 
the  “English  print;”  and  to  son  William  the  other  bible  of  the  “Eng¬ 
lish  print;”  cousin  Richard  Greaves;  Margaret  Lister. 

P.  C.  C.  Bruce,  80. 

John  Graves  of  St.  Margarets,  Pattons,  London,  pewterer.  Will 
made  5  Feb.,  1632;  proved  18  May,  1633;  Mentions  father  Richard 
Graves  and  his  wife  “mother  Elizabeth  Graves;”  brother  Francis 
Graves;  sister  Margaret,  wife  of  William  Deacon;  godson  John 
Graves,  son  of  William  Graves,  citizen  and  tallow  chandler  of  Lon¬ 
don;  godson  John,  son  of  Nicholas  Wright;  wife  Susan  sole  execu¬ 
trix.  Loving  friend  John  Avery  of  London,  pewterer,  to  be 
overseer.  P.  C.  C.  Russell,  41. 

Margaret  of  John  Graves  of  Shadwell,  mariner,  and  wife  Elizabeth, 
bapt.  4  June,  1668. 

Anthony  of  John  Graves  of  Limehouse,  shipwright,  and  wife  Mary 
bapt.  6  July,  1671. 

Stepney  registers. 

Phillip  Graves  of  St.  Savours,  Southwark,  shipwright.  Will  dated 
1  Sept.,  1658;  proved  14  Sept.,  1658.  Mentions  sons  Philip  and 
John ;  daughter  Elizabeth,  wife  of  George  Sterry  of  St.  Savours, 
Southwark.  P.  C.  C.  Wootton,  541. 

Susanna  Graves  of  London,  widow.  Will  dated  23  Aug.,  1646, 
proved  Aug.,  1647.  Mentions  Robert  and  William  Graves,  sons  of 

*  There  was  a  Richard  Graves  of  Salem,  a  pewterer,  who  arrived  In  163.5,  aged 
23.  lie  died  prior  to  1669. 
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Francis  Graves,  late  husband’s  brother ;  John  Wright,  purser  of  ship 
Bonadventure,  to  whom  her  husband’s  sealed  wines :  Susan  Moondey. 

P.  C.  C.  Fines,  173. 

James  Greaves  of  London,  mariner.  Will  dated  24  July,  1622; 
proved  12  Mar.,  1623-4,  by  brother  Francis  Graves.  Mentions  brother 
Francis.  About  to  sail. 

Vol.  24.  fo.  290.  Com.  of  London. 

Robert  Graves,  citizen  and  Haberdasher  of  London.  Will  dated  29 
Mar.,  1688;  proved  19  July,  1688.  Mentions  son  Thomas  Graves; 
daughters  Elizabeth  Hewitt,  Sara  Rothery,  Home.  Wife  Anne  sole 
executrix.  Godsou  Robert  Rothery  and  his  brother  William;  other 
grandchildren.  Overseers,  friends  John  Nicholls,  cheesemonger, 
Robert  Burges,  scrivener.  Wit.  Jonathan  Nicholls,  John  Ives,  Rob¬ 
ert  Burgess.  P.  C.  C.  Eaton,  93. 

STEPNEY  KEGISTER8,  MARRIAGES.' 

John  Grave  to  Ave  Johnson,  18  Apr.,  1685. 

Thomas  Greaves  to  Jone  Gibbes,  17  Oct.,  1585. 

Margaret  Greaves  married  to  Thomas  Masters,  14  Dec.,  1591. 

Susanna  Graves  of  Ratclif  married  to  Richard  Langwall  of  St. 
Katherine’s,  28  Jan.,  1592-3. 

Robert  Greaves  of  Limehouse  wall  married  to  Susanna  May  of 
Brookstreet,  18  June,  1593. 

Joan  Greaves,  married  by  license  to  Nathaniel  Moulser,  31  July, 
1603. 

John  Graves  of  Limehouse  and  Sara  Malter  of  Ratclif,  6  April, 
1597. 

Susan  Graves  of  Limehouse,  widow,  to  Jonas  Fay  of  Limehouse, 
mariner,  by  license,  13  Feb.,  1626. 

John  Graves  of  Limehouse,  shipwright,  by  license  of  the  Bishop  of 
London,  to  Mary  Raymond  of  St.  Mary  Matfellon,  widow,  18  May, 
1630. 

William  Graves  of  Limehouse,  shipwright,  by  license  office  of  the 
faculties,  to  Elizabeth  Digging,  maid,  1  Sept.,  1631. 

William  Grave  of  Vurroune,  Savoye  of  the  French  congregation, 
by  certificate  from  the  minister  of  the  French  church,  8  Sept.,  1633. 

STEPNEY  REGISTERS,  BAPTISMS.* 

Joane  of  Harry  Greaves,  bapt.,  17  July,  1581. 

William  of  “  “  “  14  April,  1683. 

Margaret  of  “  “  “  2  May,  1682. 

Susan  of  Thomas  “  of  Limehouse,  20  Nov.,  1686. 


iThe  Register  commences  with  September  and  October,  1568. 
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Ann  of  Thomas  Greaves  of  Limehouse,  12  Ilec.,  1588. 

Mary,  “  “  “  “  “  31  Jan.,  1590-1. 

Martha  of  “  “  “  “  7  Nov.,  1594. 

(In  margin  “Matthew  not  Martha.”) 

William  of  John  Graves  of  Limehouse,  1  Feb.,  1597-8. 

John  “  “  “  “  “  20  Aug.,  1600. 

Sara  “  “  “  “  Ratclif,  13  Dec.,  1602. 

Thomas  of  “  Graves"  “  shipwright,  16  June,  1605. 
Rebecca  of  “  Greaves  of  Limehouse,  shipwright,  13  Dec.,  1607. 
Matthias,  of  “  “  “  Limehouse,  shipwriglit,  5  Mar.,  1608. 

William  “  “  “  “  “  18  Mar.,  1609. 

Henry,  “  “  “  “  “  15  Mar.,  1611. 

Anne'  “  “  “  “  “  11  April,  1613. 

Susanna  “  “  “  “  “  19  June,  1614. 

Samuel  “  “  “  “  “  and  Sarah,  6  dys  old,  15 

Oct.,  1615. 

Robert  of  Robert  Greaves  of  Poplar,  12  Feb.,  1597-8. 

.Lames  of  Richard  (Grave?)  of  Colyere  rowe,  laborer,  and  wife 
Anna,  aet.  5  dys.,  14  Aug.,  1616. 

Abraham,  of  John  Graves  of  Limehouse,  shipwright,  and  wife 
Sarah,  aet.  4  dys.,  17  Jan.,  1616-17. 

Nathaniel  of  John  Graves  of  Limehouse,  shipwright,  and  wife  Sara, 
set.  7  days,  7  June,  1618. 

John  of  Abraham  Graves  of  Whitechapel,  silk  w’eaver,  and  wife, 
Sarah,  set.  15  days,  9  Sept.,  1618-19. 

Sara,  of  Andrew  Grave  of  Mileend,  green,  yeoman,  and  wife  Alice, 
23  May,  1634. 

Jane  daughter  of  Joane,  wife  of  George  Spurling  of  Ratclif,  trum¬ 
peter,  and  begotten  as  she  says  (in  the  absence  of  her  husband  at  sea) 
by  Matthew  Graves,  of  Limehouse,  surgeon,  now  at  sea. 

Elizabeth  of  William  Graves,  of  Limehouse,  shipwright,  and  wife 
Eiizabeth,  baptized  1  Nov.,  1642. 

John  of  John  Graves  of  Wapping  wall,  mariner,  and  wife  Rose,  24 
Mar.,  1640. 

Edward  of  Abraham  Greaves  of  Limehouse,  shipwright,  and  wife 
Elizabeth,  7  Aug.,  1640. 

Thomas  of  Thomas  Graves,  shipwright,  of  Limehouse,  and  wife 
Elizabeth,  24  Feb.,  1646. 

Thomas,  of  Thomas  Graves  of  Ratclif,  mariner,  and  wife  Isabel,  1 
Jan.,  1651. 

Mary,  of  Thomas  Graves,  of  Limehouse,  shipwright,  and  wife  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  16  Mar.,  1651. 

Nathaniel,  of  Abraham  Greeves,  of  Limehouse,  shipwright,  and  wife 
Elizabeth,  27  June,  1654 

t  There  are  no  baptisme  recorded  from  Aug.  23,  to  Sept.  S4, 1612. 
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Abigail,  of  William  Graves,  of  Limchouse,  shipwright,  and  wife 
Elizabeth,  19  Oct.,  1G54. 

Annie,  of  Robert  Graves,  of  Limehouse,  mariner,  and  wife  Anna,  18 
Feb.,  I(i54. 

Mary,  of  Abraham  Graves,  of  Limehouse,  shipwright,  and  wife 
Mary,  10  Oct.,  1655. 

John,  of  John  Graves  of  Limehouse,  mariner,  and  wife  Margaret, 
29  Aug.,  1660. 

Edward,  of  John  Graves  of  Limehouse,  mariner,  and  wife  Mary,  17 
Nov.,  1662. 

Margaret,  of  John  Graves  of  Shadwcll,  mariner,  and  wife  Elizabeth, 

4  June,  1668. 

Anthony,  of  John  Graves  of  Limehouse,  sliipwright,  and  wife  Mary, 

6  July,  1671. 

Abraham,  of  Edward  Greaves  of  llatclif,  sliipwriglit,  and  wife  Kath¬ 
erine,  16  Jan.,  1671. 

Thomas,  of  John  Greaves  of  Limehouse,  sliipwright,  and  wife  Mary, 
3  Oct.,  1672. 

Rebecca,  of  Jolin  Greaves  of  Limehouse,  shipwright,  and  wife  Mary, 
27  Oct.,  1675. 

Lay  Subsidy  Roll,  18  James  I.  (1621) 

(1^5).  Fublic  Record  Otiice  London. 

Stki’Ney:  William  Greaves. 

The  name  does  not  appear  on  the  rolls  for  Whitechapel,  Wapping, 
or  Mile  end. 

Lymehouse:  Thomas  Dawson,  William  Bayley,  Peter  Milvorne, 
Thomas  Thorowgood,  John  Graves,  Richard  Marsh,  Thomas  Proctor, 
Richard  Bromfeilde,  John  King,  Jeremy  Sivanley,  John  Minshawe, 
William  Browne,  William  Knight,  Edw’ard  Wilde,  Thomas  Newporte, 
Robert  Markerne,  Elizabeth  Bedford,  widow;  John  Eaton,  Robert 
Willson,  William  Chester,  Thomas  Colebrooke,  Samuel  Each,  Edward 
Johnson,  Elizabeth  Moort,  widow,  Edward  Stephens,  Robert  Rick¬ 
man,  Bartholomew  Eanninge,  Elizabeth  Clarke,  widow,  William 
Bushell,  John  Startup,  John  Hall,  Richard  Swane,  Richard  Chambiey, 
Richard  Phillips,  William  Ivey,  Henry  Davison,  William  Eilys,  John 
Bennett,  Rachel  Jones,  widow,  Thomas  Heyward,  Henry  fili  ( — ) 
hathary,  Richard  Stukeley,  Michael  Merrial,  William  Cocke,  Alexander 
Davies,  Wiiliam  Hooed,  John  Meddali,  Anthony  Tuthey,  Nicholas 
Isack,  Walter  Whitinge,  Oswalde  Smith,  Wiiliam  Wye,  John  Dennys, 
James  Hubberd,  Tobias  Felgate,  Peter  Meriday,  Edward  Kedney,  Ed¬ 
ward  Walby,  William  Pullman,  Henry  Milton,  Francis  Hallyday,  John 
Skerritt,  Randall  Newi  ( — ),  Jacob  Ashley,  Henry  Totten,  Thomas 
Hart,  John  Heamey,  William  Bunne,  William  Pond,  George  Neffleld, 
Mathew  Waldren,  William  Eevens,  Robert  Bradsho,  Mitchell  Goore. 


bi 
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Radclif  :  John  Bridges,  Samuel  Ticknor,  Thomas  Ticknor,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Robert  Knott,  John  Vassall,  John  Webber,  William  West, 
Isaac  Stevenson,  Robert  Bell,  Edward  Russell,  William  Pulbery,  An¬ 
drew  Edgcomb,  Edward  Dalton ;  others,  but  roll  torn  away. 

Suffolk  Court  Rkcords,  Boston. 

File  No.  4008,  Suffolk  County  Court  Records,  is  a  suit  of  Benjamin 
Graves  of  Stepney,  “silk-thrower,”  vs.  Patrick  Dudgeon,  alias  Patrick 
Townsend,  of  Stepney,  co.  Mdd.,  weaver,  now  of  Boston,  shopkeeper. 
Graves  claims  £70  on  a  note  given  11  Oct.,  1695,  and  recovered  £38 
New  England  money. 

George  Whitehorne  testified  as  to  knowing  said  Dudgeon  in  Step¬ 
ney.  His  name  was  Townsend. 

Letter  of  attorney  of  Graves  to  George  Whitehorne,  of  Wapping 
sailmakcr,  now  bound  for  Boston,  dated  12  Mar.,  1697-8. 

Warrent  dated  22  March,  1698-9. 


Extracts  from  Marriage  Licenses  granted  by  the  Bishop 
of  London  1598  to  1639.  From  (lenealogical  Gleanings 
in  England,  by  Henry  F.  Waters.  E.  I.  Historical  Col¬ 
lections,  Vol.  XXVIII. 

1603.  July  28.  Nathaniel  Mollson  of  Stepney, 
Middlesex,  shipwright,  a  bachelor,  aged  about  28  and  at 
his  own  government,  and  Joane  Graves,  maiden,  of 

Stepney,  about  20,  daughter  of - Graves  of  Stepney, 

shipwright,  deceased  about  sixteen  years  past,  or  more; 
Hugh  Bullock  of  St.  Andrew's  Undershaft,  haberdasher, 
testifieth  that  the  mother  of  the  said  Joane,  being  now  the 
widow  of  one  Thomas  Maisters  of  Stepney,  with  whom 
the  said  Joane  dwelleth,  is  willing  and  consenting. 

1604.  .lune  30.  Edward  Stephens  of  Stepney, 
Middlesex,  shipwright,  widower,  aged  about  48,  and 
Joane  Graves,  wddow,  of  Stepney,  relict  of  Thomas 
Graves  of  Stepney,  shipwright,  deceased  about  twelve 
months  since,  she  aged  about  36. 


Hedter,  m.  Cocke. 


Mary  dccM  In  lt>03; 
lii.  Lane. 


Grace, 

llvinff, 


Robert  of  =  S  u  h  a  n  n  a  May 


liiniehoude. 


of  Brookstreet, 
m.  at  Stepney,  18 
June,  lij!»3. 


Robert,  bapt.  12  Feb.,  1597-8. 


Mary,  unin.,  in  .Sudan,  bapt.  20 
1003;  fiapt.  :<I  Jan.,  Nov.,  1.580;  d.  y.  I 

1570-1. 


William,  bant.  1 
Feb.,  1597-8;  <1.  v. 

.John,  bapt.  29 
Auje.,  1600;  d.  y. 

Sarah,  liapt.  13 
Hec.,  lCi02;  d.  y. 


Tliomad,  bapt. 
16  June,  l(i05. 

Of  Cbarledtown, 
Mudd.,  d.  31  July, 
16.53. 

Will  dated  13 
June,  16.52. 


Katberine,  dnu.  of 
Tboniad  Gray  of 
Harwich,  b.  abt. 
1604;  d.  Cbarled¬ 
town,  21  Feb., 
1682. 

I'nin.  In  1627. 

See  vol.  xxiv  of 
N.  K.  H.  G.  Reff. 


Rebecca,  bapt., 
13  Dec.,  1()07;  in. 
Geo.  Mariiett. 


.\nne  Mary 


Sarah,  in.  prior 
16<i7,  to  llip;);iiidon. 
.\  widow  in  l(»i7. 


•bilin  William  Rebecca  Tiiomas 

died  iirevioiid 
to  fatlier. 


Compare  Coytmore  and  Ratnboro  in  W’atcrd  11. 


GREAVES. 


Henry  tireaves  =  Margaret,  =  (2)  Thos.  Masters,  in.  14 
of  Steiiney.  Adin.  to  I  living,  IWIS.  Dec.,  KiOl. 


of  Steiiney.  Adin.  to 
wld.  .Mar;{aret,  K  .lulv, 
l-liKl. 


Clement 

wife  of - Hunt. 


=  (?3. - Harbor, 

see  will  of  Marjjaret 
Harlior,  ItiOH.) 


GREAVES. 


Tobye. 


Dau.  =  Lawrence  Dau.  =  Richard  Dau.  =  Jolin  IHrcli. 

Soinper.  Jolinijon. 


William,  bapt.  U  Apr., 
li>i<3. 


Mary,  in.  .lames 
riitt. 


,  bapt.  17  'Tuly,  Margaret,  baptized  2 

unm.  in  16(Kt.  May,  1.^2. 

she  marry  31 
,  ItWl,  N'atb’l 
Iser? 


b.  13, 

1.,  1H1»>- 


=  Kiizabetii 


ed  l»W!l. 


Natiian’l 
bapt.  27 
•lune,  lti.54. 


=  Mary.  dau.  of  Mar¬ 
tin  Wallace  (or 
Walker)  of  Corn- 
bill,  merchant 
tailor;  pub. 3-10- 
17,  Sept.,  lO-M; 
bur.  St.  Michaels, 
Cornhlll,  30  Oct., 
1055. 


Sarah  (widow  of 
Jefferson?) 
Exec,  of  Abra¬ 
ham’s  wili. 


Nath’l,b.  1,  bapt. 
7  June,  1618. 
A  dm.  on  estate 
to  brother  Wm. 
Greaves,  11  Sept. 
1638. 


Elizi). 


Mary,  bapt.  10 
0<‘t.,16iw,  unm. 
in  Ht87. 


Sarah,  m.  John 
Cooiierof  I.ondon, 
merchant. 


Rebecca,  unm. 
1(!87. 


Robert,  living  in 
1667.  A  minor  In 
1637. 


■Sarah 


Reiiecca 


Alligail. 


1‘utnam. 

Essex  Institute 
Historical  Collections 
Vol.  XXXI. 
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NOTKS  ON  THE  PILLSBURYS  OF  LEEK,  COUNTY 
STAFFORD,  ENGLAND. 

CONTUIBUTED  BY  MISS  EMILY  A.  GETCIIELL  AND 
EBEN  PUTNAM. 

Tiieke  is  a  tradition  that  William  Pillsbury,  who 
emigrated  to  Boston,  New  England,  early  in  1640,  was 
from  Staffordshire.  At  the  time  of  his  migration  he  was 
aged  about  twenty-five  years.  He  eventually  settled  in 
Newbury,  and  from  him  descend  the  most  if  not  all  of 
the  principal  Pillsbury  families  in  America,  numbering 
amongst  others,  Paul  Pillsbury,  the  inventor  of  the  bark- 
mill  and  shoe-peg,  Parker  Pillsbury,  the  abolitionist, 
friend  of  Garrison  and  Rogers,  the  famous  group  of 
prison  officials,  with  Gen.  Amos  Pillsbury  of  Albany,  at 
their  head,  and  of  which  Louis  D.  Pillsbury,  of  Blackwell’s 
Island  Penitentiary,  is  the  only  living  representative,  the 
millionaire  flour-millers  of  Minneapolis,  ex-governor  John 
S.  Pillsbury,  with  his  brother,  George  A.,  and  nephews, 
Charles  A.  and  Fred.  C.,  ex-attorney-general  Albert  E. 
Pillsbury,  of  Mass.,  Capt.  J.  E.  Pillsbury,  U.  S.  N., 
whose  labors  in  the  field  of  nautical  research  are  well 
known,  Harry  N.  Pillsbury,  the  young  chess  player,  just 
coming  into  prominence,  and  many  others. 

The  historian  of  the  family  is  Miss  Emily  A.  Getchell, 
who  resides  in  the  Pillsbury  house,  Newburyport ;  not  the 
ancient  structure  in  toto,  but  rebuilt  after  the  fire  which 
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devastated  the  older  building,  in  exactly  the  same  style  as 
the  former.  Miss  Getchell,  a  few  years  ago,  obtained 
from  the  registry  at  Lichfield  copies  of  the  Pillsbury 
wills  there  recorded,  which  are  here  printed  for  the  first 
time.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  original  spelling  and 
instruction  are  adhered  to. 

In  1894,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  verify  the  co|)ies 
given  below  and  have  here  and  there  read  the  somewhat 
and  in  some  cases  extremely  difficult  handwriting,  other¬ 
wise  than  Miss  Getchell’s  English  agent. 

The  differences  are  however  of  slight  consequence  and 
I  have  contented  myself  with  appending  notes  which 
throw  a  little  additional  light  upon  the  persons  mentioned  ; 
this  matter  is  enclosed  in  brackets. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  is  no  proof  whatsoever 
that  William  the  emigrant  is  either  one  of  the  Williams 
mentioned  in  the  latter  wills ;  but  at  the  same  time  no 
further  information  has  been  found  illustrative  of  the 
after  life  of  those  Williams.  Which,  if  either,  was  the 
William  who  came  to  America  is  absolutely  unknown. 
The  registers  of  St.  Edward’s  at  Leek  have  been  examined 
to  some  extent,  but  little  information  found  which  is  of 
value  as  proving  the  identity  of  William  Pillsbury. 

It  is  rather  difficult  to  arrange  a  satisfactory  pedigree 
from  the  wills  herein  given,  but  it  is  evident  the  testators 
were  all  related.  A  careful  search  for  the  name  among 
the  wills  proved  at  Lichfield  by  Leek  residents  also 
failed  to  add  much  to  what  was  already  known. 

The  name  in  that  vicinity  is  now  usually  spelled  Spils- 
bury,  a  corruption  of  as  early  a  date  as  the  year  1600,  as 
evidenced  by  two  wills  presented  below. 

Besides  this  Stafford  family  there  was  a  gentle  family 
of  Pillesborough  in  Hertfordshire,  also  in  Essex,  and 
probably  others  of  the  name,  so  that,  except  for  the  tradi¬ 
tion  above  mentioned  which  may  after  all  be  incorrect. 
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there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  but  that  William  of  New¬ 
bury  could  have  been  of  some  other  family  than  that  of 
Staffordshire. 

Eben  Putnam. 


Willi:  Pilsbery  of  Newbury,  late  of  Dorchester, 
IN  New  England,  Yeoman. 


Of  the  William  Pillsbury  who  landed  in  Boston  with 
other  hhiglish  emigrants  in  1640-1,  not  much  is  known. 
His  name  first  ajipears  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  Colonial  Records  under  date  of  June  1, 1641, 
in  a  list  of  cases  presented  before  a  Quarter  Court  held 
in  Boston  at  that  time.  He  seems  to  have  committed  some 
offence  against  the  law  and  order  of  the  community,  and 
was  "  bound  to  the  good  behavior,”  as  the  phrase  of  the 
day  ran,  and  to  "  appear  at  the  next  court  bound  in  ten 
pounds.”  One  of  his  fellow  criminals  in  the  dock  was  a 
young  woman  named  Dorothy  Crosbey ;  she  was  also 
bound  over  to  appear  at  the  next  court. 

This  "next  court”  was  held  July  29th,  and  between 
times  William  Pillsbury  and  Dorothy  Crosbey  had  been 
married  ;  of  their  nuptials  nothing  further  is  known.  Rec¬ 
ords  of  the  births  of  two  children,  a  daughter  in  1642  and 
a  son  in  1643,  have  been  found  in  Dorchester,  and  in  1(548 
William’s  name  is  found  as  an  evident  holder  of  property. 

In  1651  his  name  again  appears  on  a  deed  given  him  by 
Edward  Rawson,  gent.,  late  of  Newbury,  recording  the 
sale  of  a  house  and  lands  in  that  town,  for  which,  family 
tradition  says,  he  gave  real  estate  in  Dorchester  in  part 
payment.  He  must  have  removed  immediately  to  New¬ 
bury  as  the  births  of  seven  children  after  1651  are  found 
on  the  town  records. 
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With  this  exception  the  family  is  not  heard  of  until 
1671,  when  William  and  his  eldest  son  Job,  arc  among 
the  prominent  hgures  on  the  losing  side  of  the  bitter  con¬ 
tention  over  the  (piestion  of  church  government  in  the 
first  parish  in  Newbury.  In  1683  he  was  made  a  freeman, 
and  in  1686  he  died.  His  funeral  is  noted  in  Judge  Sew- 
all’s  diaiy,  and  his  will  is  preserved  in  the  Suffolk  Reg¬ 
istry  of  Probate  in  Boston.  He  was  a  man  of  wealth  for 
his  time,  owning  large  tracts  of  lands,  and  having  money 
to  let,  w'hich  tradition  says  he  kept  secreted  under  the 
eaves  of  his  thatched  barn.  His  estate  in  Newbury,  now 
Newdmryport,  is  owned  and  occupied  by  his  descendants 
in  the  ninth  generation. 


The  parish  of  Leek  is  in  the  northern  part  of  Stafford¬ 
shire  and  runs  up  to  the  counties  of  Derby  and  C'hester. 
It  is  of  great  extent,  comi)rising  upwards  of  34,000  acres, 
and  extends  about  six  miles  north  and  west,  and  four  miles 
east  of  the  towm  of  Leek.  There  are  in  it  twelve  town¬ 
ships  :  Stanley,  Endon,  Longsdon,  Leek  and  Lowe,  Tit- 
tesworth,  Bradnop,  Onacote,  Rudyard  (Rudyerside?), 
Leek  Frith,  Heaton,  Ruston  James,  and  Rushton  Spencer. 

Leek  (15,000  inhabitants,  152  miles  northwest  of  Lon¬ 
don)  stands  on  high  ground  near  the  head  of  the  valley 
of  the  Churnet,  and  derives  its  name  from  the  Cymric, 
"llech,”  a  stone.  In  the  earliest  records  Lek,  or  Leke,  is 
variously  written  "de  Leica  vel  Lecha.”The  name  "llech,”  a 
broad,  flat  stone,  may  be  suggested  by  the  situation  at  the 
broad  summit  of  the  eminence  on  w'hich  Leek  is  situated. 

Leek  belonged  to  Algar  of  Mercia,  and  w  as  at  the  Con¬ 
quest  given  to  Hugh  the  wolf,  tirst  earl  of  Chester. 
Ranulf  de  Blundeville,  the  sixth  earl,  gave  it  to  Dieula- 
cresse  Abbey  w^hich  he  founded  in  1215.  The  site  of  the 
Abbey  was  well  chosen ;  it  was  a  smooth,  rich  valley 
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between  the  high  hills.  Around  it,  fostered  by  the  wise 
adininistnition  of  the  powerful  abbots  of  Dieulaeresse, 
grew  up  the  parish  and  community  of  Leek.  The  Abbey 
was  dissolved  in  1581). 

Uoachegrange,  so  frequently  mentioned  in  the  Pillsbury 
wills,  is  in  the  township  of  Leek  Frith,  which  signifies  a 
woody  vale  lying  between  two  hills ;  and  such  was  this 
until  the  monks  of  Dieulaeresse,  in  the  parish,  destroyed 
the  wood  and  improved  the  land  by  erecting  three  granges  : 
New  grange,  Koache,  and  Swithamly.  (Irange  is  the  ap¬ 
propriate  name  for  a  farmhouse  belonging  to  an  Abbey, 
or  other  religious  foundation. 

The  ancient  parish  church  of  St.  Fdwaixl,  the  Confes¬ 
sor,  so  frequently  mentioned  in  the  wills,  stands  on  high 
ground  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  Tradition  says  that 
Dieulaeresse  Abbey,  half  a  mile  di.stant,  was  formerly  con¬ 
nected  with  the  church  by  a  way  under  the  Churnet. 

A  former  church  was  burned  in  1297,  according  to  the 
annals  of  William  de  Shepshered,  a  monk  of  Crokysden, 
who  died  an  abbot  at  the  age  of  103,  and  whose  chronicle 
covers  the  years  between  10(5))  and  1374.  lie  writes: 
"  Item  nocte  seciuenti  combusta  e.st  ecclesia  de  Lek,  cum 
tota  villa  per  infortunium.”  The  foundation  of  Leek 
church  is  a  matter  of  conjecture ;  it  is  guessed  to  be  of 
Saxon  date  as  the  greatest  number  of  such  churches  are. 
The  present  church  was  probably  built  about  1300. 

"  Meerlu’ooke  chapel,”  mentioned  in  the  will  of  Thomas 
Pilsburie  of  lioachegrange,  1608,  is  a  small  church  in  the 
village  of  Meerbrooke,  two  miles  beyond  Dieulaeresse 
Abbey,  built  in  1562,  by  Sir  Ralph  Bagenall  to  whom  the 
Abbey  was  granted.  In  Sleigh’s  History  of  the  Ancient 
Parish  of  Leek,  it  is  recorded  that  one  "John  Pilsburye, 
of  Roachegrange,  j’eoman,  was  made  trustee  of  a  chapel, 
by  Ralph  Bagenall,  knight.” 
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Just  over  the  little  winding  stream  called  the  Manifold, 
which  is  the  dividing  line  between  Shifford  and  Derby, 
stretches  the  large  parish  of  Hartington,  and  on  its  edge, 
twelve  miles  east  of  Leek  across  the  moors,  stands  Pills- 
buiy  Grange ;  formerly  an  appanage  to  Mei’ivale  Abbey 
in  Warwickshire,  but  now  the  propei-ty  of  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire.  It  is  on  the  eastern  side  of  a  high  grove  on 
the  side  of  a  high  hill  in  a  narrow  valley.  A  member  of 
the  Pillsbury  family  from  New  England,  who  visited  the 
Grange  in  1894,  writes:  "We  first  saw  the  grange  from 
the  heights ;  the  two  grey,  three-storied  farmhouses  and 
stone  out-buildings  embowered  in  lofty  trees  made  a 
charming  picture.  The  jdaee  is  one  of  surpassing  beauty 
with  its  ancient,  heavily  walled  gardens  and  encircling 
groves.  There  was  an  old  sun-dial  in  the  yard. 

I  remember  those  gardens  of  the  grange  with  a  sense  of 
translation  to  a  distant  past,  though  they  did  not  differ  es¬ 
sentially  from  other  gardens  in  the  neigh boi'hood.  We 
had  ample  opportunity  for  observation  as  we  went  along 
the  lanes,  opening  barred  gates  every  few  rods,  for  the 
grange  is  half  a  mile  from  the  highway.” 

Some  unknown  Pillsbury  in  the  distant  past  erected 
these  buildings  doubtless  and  gave  the  fann  its  name ; 
whether  he  or  his  may  have  been  the  progenitors  of  the 
young  man  who  came  to  the  new  world  with  the  last  of 
the  great  English  emigration  before  the  Civil  war,  in 
1G40-1,  is  a  problem  which  seems  little  likely  of  solution, 
alas ! 

The  contrast  between  the  hills  and  breezy  moors  of 
Staffordshire  and  the  sandy  shores,  low-lying  marshes 
and  pine  woods  of  Massachusetts  bay,  must  have  been  very 
great,  and  imagination  asks  if  the  heart  of  the  emigrant 
never  failed  or  was  weary  for  a  sight  of  the  old  familiar 
landscape. 
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“  England  hath  sunny  dales,  dearly  they  bloom, 

Scotia  hath  heather  hills,  sweet  their  perfume. 

Yet  through  the  wilderness  cheerful  we  stray. 

Native  land,  native  iand,  home,  far  away. 

Pilgrims  and  wanderers,  hither  Ave  come. 

Where  the  free  dare  to  be,  this  is  our  home.” 

Emily  A.  Getchell. 

ROBERT  PYLLSBERYE  OF  STONE,  CO.  STAFFORD. 

In  the  name  of  god  Amen  ye  xviii"'  day  of  Aprill  in  tlie  yere  of 
oure  lord  god  AMCCCCCxliiii*’' I  Rol)crt  pyllsberye  sycke  in  l)odye  & 
hole  of  mynde  make  thys  my  last  Avyll  &  testament  in  man’’  &  forme 
followyng  fyrst  I  bequetlie  my  Soule  to  alliuyte  god  &  to  oure  blessed 
ladye  &  to  all  ye  holy  company  of  heyven  &  my  body  tobeburyed  in  ye 
pyshe  church  yarde  of  Stone  Also  I  wyll  y*  my  goods  be  deuyded  into 
iii  parts  the  one  pte  for  to  bryiige  me  honestly  home  &  ye  other  parts  to 
Jone  my  Avylfe  ....  yd  part  to  my  ii  chyldren  &  ye  Restc  .... 
y  part  to  be  ecpially  .  .  ydedbetwyxt  my  wyffe&niy  iichyld  .  .  .  also 
I  Avyll  y‘  my  executors  gytl‘ x"  to  so  .  honest  prest  to  syngc  a  tre-tallof 
masses  for  ye  helth  of  my  .  .  le  &  my  w  y  ves  also  I  wyll  y*  eu’y  one  of 
my  god  children  .  .  .  11  have  iiii  ....  And  to  se  y‘ thys  my  last  wyll 
and  Testament  be  p'form  ....  kept  I  ordayne  constitute  &  make 
Nyco  .  .  .  ndon&Jone.  y  wyffe  my  trew’ &  .  aw'ful  Executors th  .  .  . 
beyng  wyttnesses . Ric  ....  &  Moor. 

Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield. 

Proved  June  4,  1544. 

[Act.  Book,  fo.  20,  shows  thiitthc  Will  was  presented 
by  Johanna  relict  of  Robert  Pyllysberie  of  Stone,  27  June, 
1544.  In  the  new  calendar,  the  will  given  above  is  noted 
as  "  missing.”  1  did  not  find  it  on  file  in  September,  1894. 
Stone  is  distant  from  Leek  about  16  miles. — E.  P.] 

JOHN  PYLLYSBURYE  OF  ROACHE  GRANGE,  LEEK. 

In  the  name  of  god  Amen  the  viii***  day  of  Junye  in  the  yere  of  our  lord 
god  A  thoAvsand  fyve  hundreth  fyftye  and  syxe  I  John  pyllysburye  of 
the  Roache  grange  Av*'’in  the  p’isli  of  leke  sycke  in  body  but  yet  holle  and 
of  p’fyte  Rememl)rance  laude  and  prayse  unto  almyghtye  god  dredyuge 
naturall  deth  make  my  testament  Conteynynge  herein  my  last  Avill  in 
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man'  and  forme  folowynge,  ffyrst  I  bequeth  my  soule  unto  allmyglitye 
god  and  to  our  ladye  Saynt  marye  and  to  all  the  hollye  Cnmpanye  of 
hey  ven  and  my  body  to  be  buried  in  the  Church  yerd  of  saint  Edward 
att  leke  Allsol  willy*  my  mortnarye  and  herlott  sliallbe  payed  accord¬ 
ing  to  ye  Righte  of  ye  lawe  Alst  I  gyflc  and  bequeth  to  ev’y  on  of  my 
chylders  chylder  on  lambc  Also  I  becineth  to  Agnes  pott  on  lainl)e 
Also  I  wyll  that  John  my  son  shall  paye  of  the  hollc  of  all  my  goodes 
the  sume  of  xviii'*  xiii*  uH  into  the  hands  of  my  son  lanrence  John 
Johnson  John  Sutton  and  william  gentt  w'*'in  ye  space  of  vii  yeres 
next  after  the  daye  of  my  deth  to  be  dystribnted  and  gyflln  y"  to  suche 
of  my  chylder  as  they  shall  thynke  by  their  dyscrc(;yon  to  have  most 
nede  Also  I  wyll  that  after  my  body e  be  bnryed  my  wyll  fnllfylled 
and  my  fnnerall  expences  dyschargcd  all  the  Resydew  of  my  goodes 
to  remayne  nppon  John  my  son  paying  unto  Tliomas  edmomle  Isabeli 
and  Katheryne  my  chvldren  and  to  ev’y  on  of  them  the  Snine  of  twen- 
tye  markes  of  lawfnll  money  of  yngland  for  ye  cliylds  pt  of  all  my 
goodes  att  ye  end  of  the  for  said  vli  yores  or  att  any  tyme  or  tymes 
w**"!!!  the  same  yeres  when  they  or  any  of  them  shall  Cnmeto  any  helpe 
by  maryage  or  other  p’mocyon  And  yf  yt  fortune  any  of  ye  said  chyl- 
derne  do  deceasse  w‘''in  the  said  vii  yeres  then  I  wyll  that  John  my  son 
shall  have  all  his  or  her  pt  so  deceassed  Also  I  wyll  granttand  assigne 
unto  the  said  John  pyllysbnrie  my  son  and  to  John  his  son  and  to  ye 
assignes  all  that  messuage  in  ye  Roche  grange  aforsaid  which  I  nowe 
dwell  in  and  occnpye  w"*  all  landes  medowes  lessowes  pastures  and 
Comons  to  ye  same  belonginge  And  also  all  such  terme  of  yeres  Ryghte 
tytle  Clay  me  and  Interest  as  I  have  in  ye  said  messuage  and  other  ye 
p’mysses  or  any  pt  or  p’cell  thereof  And  I  ordayne  and  make  John  my 
son  and  John  Johnson  my  true  and  lawfnll  executors  to  execute  this  my 
last  will  and  lanrence  my  son  and  william  gentt  to  be  my  ov’seers  to 
see  yt  my  last  wylbe  p’formed  and  fnllfylled  as  yei  shall  answere 
before  god  Theise  beynge  \vytness.  Wyllam  Wardle  John  hyggynbot- 
ham  John  Bnrkngh  w***  others. 

Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield.  Proved  17  May 

Amount  of  Inventory  £54  11s.,  taken  8  July,  155(!. 

[On  the  17  May,  1557,  see  Act  Book,  lo.  99,  the  will 
of  John  Pillisburle  of  Leek  was  presented  by  widow  Joana 
and  also  the  will  of  John  Pillisberie  of  Leek,  by  John 
Pillsbnry. 

The  inventory  of  the  Estate  of  John  Pyllysbniye,  of 
Rofiche  Grange,  Wfis  biken  8  July,  1556,  and  shows  debts 
due  from  John  Toft  and  Robert  Ileehe. — E.  P.] 
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“JOHN  PILr.ESBURIE  OF  KOCIIGRANGE  IN  LEEK  THE 
YOUNGER.” 

In  tlie  name  of  jjod  Amen  the  xxv"*  dale  of  Januarie  in  the  forteth 
yearc  of  the  Raiunc  of  Onr  Soveraigne  Ladye  Elisabeth  I  John  Pillis- 
bnrie  of  tlie  Rochgrange  in  the  p’ish  of  Leeke  though  Beinge  Sicke  in 
Bodye  But  in  good  and  p’fect  rememl)rance  Praysed  be  god  therfore 
Doe  make  and  Ordayne  tliismy  present  Will  And  Testament  in  niann' 
and  forme  folowing  tl'yrst  I  Commytte  my  Sonle  to  Almightie  god, 
Beleevinge  stedfastly  by  the  mercies  and  merits  purchased  for  me  in 
('hrist’s  Deatli  to  be  One  of  those  tliat  shall  inioye  Everlastinge  lyfe 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  I  Comytte  my  Bodlc  to  the  Earth  wherof 
it  came  to  be  Buried  in  such  convcmient  place  as  by  myne  e.xecntors 
hereafter  shalbe  Named  tlilnke  good  in  that  behalfe  ITEM  my  full 
mynd  ys  That  my  Debts  &  fim’all  expenses  shall  be  paid  &  Discharged 
of  my  whole  goods  ITEM  I  doc  Asslgne  make  &  give  unto  Joiinne 
my  wilfe  A  Lease  of  the  lands  &  howses  in  Longno’’  with  all  gardens 
Croftes  w"'  the  appurtenances  thereto  belonginge  for  the  sptice  and 
terme  of  foortie  yeares,  upon  &  in  the  said  landes  w''*  Wlllm  Shore 
now  dwelleth  I'toccnpyeth  PROVIDED  alwayes  that  shee  pay  &  Dis- 
chardge  all  my  said  debts  &  fnn'all  expences  as  aforesaid  I  TEM  I 
give  and  bc(|ncth  to  Robte  Pillisbnrie  my  godson  two  sheepe  ITEM 
I  give  &  be(|neth  to  the  rest  of  my  god  children  to  ev’yc  one  of  them 
A  sheepe  ITEM  I  give  &  be<pieth  to  Joanne  my  reputed  daughter 
eight  sheepe  ITEM  I  give  &  bccpiethe  &  my  full  mynde  ys  That  Jo¬ 
anne  my  said  wilfe  shall  have  all  the  rest  of  my  goods  both  movable 
&  immovable  painge  &  discharginge  all  such  debts  as  I  shall  haiipen  to 
Owe  att  the  day  of  my  death  ITEM  I  ordayne  &  make  for  my  exec¬ 
utor  Robte  Pillisbnrie  my  Brother  to  see  this  my  last  will  and  tes- 
tam'  p’formed  fulllllled  &  Accomplished  According  to  the  trew  pur¬ 
port  &  mcanlnge  therein  signified  &  declarcde  And  also  I  Constitute 
&  Appoynt  VVillin  Pillisbnrie  &  Thomas  Pillisbnrie  ov’seers  of  the 
same  hopinge  they  will  have  Care  &  regard  to  see  the  same  effected 
Accordinge  to  the  trnste  reposed  in  them  in  Witness  Wherof  I  have 
ratified  the  same  in  the  presence  of  Robte  Broughe  the  elder  Thomas 
Mallor  John  Bullocke&  Others. 

Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield.  Proved  25  May  1598. 

Amount  of  Inventory,  £19  18s  4d.  [Taken  3  Feb.,  1599.] 

Debts  owing  (amongst  others)  Thomas  Pillisbnrye  my  uncle,  xx". 

[Tlie  list  (»f  debts  shows  money  due  to  brothers  Ed. 
Pillsbiiiy  and  Thomas  Pillsbury,  and  sister  Margaret 
Pillsbiiry.  The  mention  of  Thomas  Pillsbury  as  "  uncle  ” 
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quite  as  completely  escaped  my  notice  as  that  of  Ed. 
(probably  Edmund)  and  Margaret  did  that  of  Mr.  Bead- 
ham. — E.  P.] 

THOMAS  PILLSBURIE  OF  ROACH  GRANGE. 

In  the  Name  of  jtod  Amen  the  xx‘'®claie  of  October  in  the  yere  of  on’’ 
Lord  god  one  thowsand  syxe  hundreth  and  Eight  I  Thomas  Pillsbnrie 
of  Rockgrange  in  the  parish  of  Leeke  &  Countie  of  Stattord  husband¬ 
man  Whole  in  mynd  &  of  good  &  p’fect  remembrance  thanks  be  to 
Almyghtie  god  considering  the  mutabilitie  and  uustableness  of  this 
transitorie  world  not  willinge  to  dye  untestate,  Therefore  in  the 
.  .  .alth  of  my  soole  I  Provyde  and  ordalne  this  my  p’seut  tcstamen' 
contayninge  herein  my  last  will  in  man''  &  forme  ftbllowinge  That  is 
to  say  Ilyrst  I  give  &  bequeth  my  soule  to  almyglitie  god  my  maker 
and  redeemer  Trustinge  that  by  the  merytes  of  his  i)ittcr  death  &  pas¬ 
sion  &  his  precisous  blond  sheddinge  to  be  one  of  his  Elect  &  Chosen 
att  the  dreadful  dale  of  Judgmen*  and  my  Bodie  to  be  buryed  in  the 
Church  or  Clmrchyard  of  Leeke  ITEM  I  will  that  all  such  dettes 
duties  as  I  owe  of  right  or  Consciens  to  any  p’son  or  p’sons  t)e  well  & 
trulye  paid  by  my  Executor  Jolin  Sutton  of  gratbyclie  for  to  be  paid 
wUiout  any  delaye  And  after  my  detts  paid  &  my  fun’all  expens  p’for med 
THEN  I  give  &  bequeth  to  tt’rancis  fl’ayrefleld  ten  pounds  Item  I  give& 
i)e(iueth  to  Richard  tfairefleld  Ifortie  shillings  Item  I  give  &  betpieth  to 
Elis.abeth  Sutton  daughter  of  John  Sutton  of  greatbirclie  her  [4 — E.  P.] 
children  ttbrtie  shillinges  Item  I  give  &  be(|ueth  to  John  Taylor  half 
Brother  to  John  Sutton  of  grebbiche  xx"  Item  I  give  to  Richard  Bar- 
lowe  his  children  xx'‘®  shillings  Item  I  give  &  be(iuetli  to  Ralph  Hasall 
his  children  xx''®  shillinges  Item  I  give  &  beciueth  to  Ellen  Sutton  daugli- 
ter  of  James  Sutton  xx"®  shillinges  I  give  and  beejueth  to  James  Stod¬ 
dard  Seven  shillinges  Item  I  give  &  be(|ueth  to  tlie  children  of  Edmund 
Pillisburie  of  the  Rochegrange  xx"®  shillinges  Item  I  give  &  bequeth  to 
Thomas  Pillisburie  son  of  William  Pillisburie  of  Tetsworth  xx"®  shil¬ 
linges  Item  I  give  &  bequeth  to  Elisabeth  Johnson  widdowexx"®  shil¬ 
linges  Item  I  give  &  bequeth  unto  Elisabeth  Johnson  tliyonge"  three 
shillinges  iii''  Item  I  give  &  bequeth  to  Janies  Sutton  of  gratbach  my 
best  Cloak  &  my  best  Briches  Item  I  give  &  beipieth  to  John  Johnson 
of  the  banke  tofte  three  shillings  four  pence  Item  I  give  &  bequeth  to 
a  daughter  of  Edmund  Pootts  w®'‘  I  am  godfather  unto  three  shillings 
foure  pence  Item  I  give  to  a  daughter  of  John  Ilubbarts  iii*  iiii"  Item 
I  give  &  beiiueth  to  the  poore  xx"  to  be  Bestowed  at  the  discretion  of 
my  Executor  Item  I  give  toward  the  mayntayninge  of  Meerbrooke 
Chappell  ii"  Item  my  will  is,  That  if  there  be  any  goods  moneys  or 
Leases  after  my  Legaces  be  discharged  &  fun’all  expenses  p’formed 
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Then  1  Rive  &  beqneth  to  .lolin  treireffyld  x"  And  the  rest  to  be  equallie 
devyded  anioiiRst  viz.  ft'rancis  ITeirefleld  Richard  ffayrcfleld  and  Klisa- 
beth  Sutton.  Also  I  desire  &  entreat  that  John  Johnson  of  the  banke 
tofte  win)e  ov’secr  tliat  this  niy  will  be  Triistely  trulye  and  warely 
p’foriiied  By  iny  Executor  alreadie  named  viz  John  Sutton  of  Rrabbiche. 

Proved  23  Nov.,  IGOH. 

Inventory:  “The  whole  and  just  some  is  ftyftie  pounds,  xii“  viii**  ” 

[Inventory  taken  18  Nov.,  1808,  by  Robert  Pillsberie 
et  (ih.  There  is  a  debt  inentioned  as  due  from  Edmund 
Pillsl)erie  of  Roebjiranfre. 

Is  not  this  the  will  of  Thomas  a  brother  of  John  "tlie 
younger,”  and  of  Rol)ert,  who,  together  with  William  who 
was  living  in  1608  and  had  a  son  Thomas,  may  be  the  four 
children  of  John  of  Rudyerside  ?  If  this  is  so  then  Anne, 
called  sister  of  Thomas  by  Margaret  (see  belotv),  must 
either  have  been  a  posthumous  child,  or  a  child  not  men¬ 
tioned  in  his  will,  of  Thomas  who  died  in  1556. — E.  P.] 

THOMAS  PILSBUllY  OF  THE  UOCIIGRANGE,  WILL  DATED 
1  SEPTEMBER,  1689. 

To  be  buried  at  the  discretion  of  my  executor.  To  my  wife  Barbo- 
rah  eleven  pounds  yearly  duriiiR  her  life  which  was  formerly  ajireed 
upon  at  the  day  of  marrhiRe.  To  Samuel  Lowell  my  sister’s  son  now 
liviuR  with  Goodall  of  Leek  frith  all  my  estate  in  land  lying  at  Roch- 
grange  paying  twelve  pounds  to  Henry  Dakin  my  servant  ami  two 
pounds  to  Sarah  wife  of  'I’liomas  Titton  of  Nalehouse  in  Leek  frith  and 
also  two  pounds  to  Elisabeth  Talor  of  the  Rochgrauge  and  three  pounds 
to  my  neighbor  George  Lemas’  three  sous.  A  bed  and  certain  other 
effects  to  wife  and  the  residue  to  kinsman  Samuel  Lowell  except  my 
sheep. 

The  executor  is  Samuel  Lowell  :md  I  desire  Henry  Dakin  to  be  as¬ 
sistant  to  him.  The  mark  and  seal  of  Thomas  Pilsbury. 

Witues.ses,  Thomas  Pyott,  junior,  Thomas  Pyott. 

Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and  Lichlleld.  Proved,  9  Sept.,  1689. 

Inventory,  £106.  Is.  4d. 

MARGERIE  PYLLSBURYE,  WIDOW,  10  NOVEMBER,  15i)7. 

To  be  buried  in  the  churchyani  of  Saint  Edward’s  of  Leek.  Men¬ 
tions  sons  of  Thomas  felkcr,  children  of  William  Beech,  John  Dale, 
HIST.  COLl..  VOL.  XXXI  25 
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John  Hudyercl.  To  the  children  of  John  ryllysbnrye  a  pot  and  a  pan 
equally  anions  them  all,  and  to  every  one  of  them  a  sheep. 

“  To  Tliomas  Pyllysburye,  son  of  John  Pyllshurye,  all  my  part  of 
harness.  To  Thomas  Pyllysburye  a  “  bordclothe  ”  if  he  live,  aud  if 
not  to  Anne  his  sister.”  Other  small  bequests. 

Witnesses,  John  Kndou,  James  Dale,  John  Uudyerd,  with  others. 

Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield.  Proved  9  May,  1658. 

Amount  of  Inventory,  XII1I£.  ills,  iiiid. 

[Act  Biiok,  fo.  126,  shows  that  the  will  of  .Margery 
Pillsldiry  of  Leek  was  presented  9  May,  155^!,  hy  John 
Greenhough  find  John  Bamford  the  executors.  These  two 
men  were  respectively  one  of  the  executors  and  overseers 
of  the  will  of  John  of  Rtidyerside  whose  will  proved  17 
May  1557,  is  printed  below. 

The  papers  on  file  show  further  thiit  Margaret  died  7 
March,  1557.  The  will  is  in  very  poor  condition.  1  read  (he 
name  of  the  son  of  John  Pyllysburye  as  John  not  Thoniiis, 
which  I  think  is  correct,  and  failed  to  make  out  any  be- 
(|ne.st  to  the  sister  Anne. 

I  give  my  abstract  below  ; 

“Margery  Pyllyshurie,  widow  (deceased?  Mar.,  1557) ;  dated  10  Nov., 
1557;  proved  hy  John  Greeuough  aud  John  Bamford,  e.xecutors,  9 
May,  1558.  To  be  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  St.  Edward’s  in  Leek  ; 
to  children  of  John  Pyllyshurie;  to  John  son  of  John  Pyllyshurie;  to 
Agnes - ;  to  Tliomas  Pyllyshurie. 

Others  mentioned  hut  none  by  the  name  of  Pyllsbury.  Very  poor 
original.” 

It  is  evident  that  Margery  was  the  mother  of  John 
(1557),  of  Rudyerside,  and  of  Thomas  (1556)  of  Leek, 
and  perhaps  the  widow  of  John  (1556)  of  Roachgrange. 
— E.  P.] 

JOHN  PYLLESBURY  OF  RUDYERSIDE. 

In  Dei  no’  ie  Amen  the  vlii"*  day  of  Aprill  in  the  yere  of  oure  lorde 
goddone  thousand  fyuehundreth  fyfty  and  Sevan  I  John  pyllesbury  of 
Rudyerside  in  the  county  of  Staff”  hushond’  sycke  in  body  and  of  good 
&  p’fect  memory  make  tliis  my  last  will  and  testam’t  in  mane'  and 


PILLSBURYS  OF  LEEK,  CO.  STAFFORD,  ENG.  193 

forme  folloinge  that  is  to  say  fyrst  I  bequethe  my  soulle . 

.  .  .  god  o'  lady  saint  mary  and  to  all  the  holly  company  of  hey- 
ven  and  my  body  to  be  buryed  in  the  p’ishe  churche  or  cluirche  yerde 
of  saint  Edward’s  of  Leek  Also  I  will  that  my  executors  doe  cause  a 
trentall  of  masses  to  be  said  or  sung  for  my  soulle  Also  I  geue  and 
bequeth  (my  detts  paide  and  my  funerall  expenses  discharged)  the  res- 
idew  of  all  my  goods  and  cattells  unto  Alice  my  wylf  and  unto  my 
foure  children  that  isto  saye  on  pte  of  all  my  said  goods  and  cattells 
unto  my  said  wyf  and  two  pts  unto  my  said  children  Also  I  consty- 
tute  and  make  Alice  my  said  wyf  and  .lohn  Grynehanghe  my  true  and 
lawful  executors,  and  Richard  Stoneyhewer  and  .John  Ramforde  my 
ou’seersto  see  this  my  last  will  and  testament  to  be  truely  obs’ued  and 
kept  according  to  the  true  p'port  and  meanyng  of  the  same  thes 
beyng  wittnes  John  Endon  and  John  Glewlow  James  D.ale,  w*  others. 
Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and  Lichlleld.  Proved  17  May,  1557. 
Amount  of  Inventory,  £XXXV  Vs.  Illld. 

[A  debt  is  apparently  due  from  one  John  Pillsbnry. 

Notice  that  two  of  the  witnesses  are  llie  same  as  those  to 
will  of  Margery  Pyllyslmry,  q.  v. 

Is  this  John  the  father  of  John  Pillsbnry,  "the  young¬ 
er?’’— E.  P.] 

THOMAS  PYLLYSBURY  OF  LEEK. 

In  the  name  of  god  amen  the  x^**  day  of  September  in  ye  yere  of  o' 
lord  god  a  thowsand  v  h’ndreth  fyfty  &  vi  I  Thomas  pyllysbury  slke 
in  body  but  hoole  in  sowle  &  of  good  and  p’fy te  remembrans  make  my 
wyll  in  man'  &  forme  fowlowyng  fyrst  I  bequ’th  my  sowle  to  all- 
myghty  god  &  to  o'  lady  saynt  mary  &  to  all  ye  wully  cn’itany  of  hey- 
ven  &  my  body  to  be  buryed  in  the  churche  yard  of  scynt  cdward’s  of 
lek  also  I  wyll  y*  my  goods  be  devydcd  in  ii  p’tes  &  my  wyff  to  have 
one  pte  and  an  other  pte  to  my  childrene  amongst  them  &  also  I  to  be 
brought  hoome  &  my  detts  payde  of  ye  hoolle  of  my  goods  Itm  I  wyll 
y*  my  wyff  kepyng  my  name  &  John  my  son  shall  haue  ye  terme  of  my 
tack  &  all  such  entrest  as  I  haue  or  shall  haue  after  ye  deceasse  of  my 
fatherinlaw  &  motherinlaw  &  if  my  wyf  &  .Tohn  my  son  decessew'in  ye 
sayd  terme  then  hit  to  remayne  to  thoinas  my  son  &  if  thomas  decesse 
w‘  in  ye  said  terme  then  hit  to  remayne  to  hugh  [or  Henry? — E.  P.] 
my  son  Itm  I  wyll  y*  my  wyff  and  my  chyldrene  shall  haue  a  meydow 
called  windhowse  crofte  duryg  ye  said  tacke  payinge  yerelie  for  ye 
said  meydow  iiii'*  Itm  I  bequeth  xiii*  to  haue  xii  masses  said  for  my 
solle  &  all  cryste  soils  Itm  to  thomas  pyllisbury  my  godson  a  shepe  I 
make  John  pyllisbury  my  brother  &  .lone  my  wyff  my  executors  and 
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John  fernyhough  and  John  tnkynson  on’seers  of  y“  my  last  wyll  thes 
beyng  wittenes  andrew  sherard  vicar  of  leke  John  futton  roger 
sherard  and  other. 

Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and  Lichflcid.  Proved  May  17,  1557' 

Amount  of  Inventory,  £XVI,  iiiis.  viiid. 

[Inventory  taken  8  May,  1557,  by  John - ,  and  two 

others  whose  names  could  not  be  deciphered.  Debts  due 
estate  from  Homfrey  Gylbert. — K.  P.] 

ROBERT  PILLISBURIE  OF  TETSWORTH. 

In  Dei  No’  ie  Amen  tlie  fyrst  day  of  November  Anno  Dni  1591  I 
Rob*  Pillisbnrie  of  Tetsworth  in  the  p’isii  of  Leeke  husbandman  sicke 
in  bodye  but  of  p’fect  remembrance  thankes  l)e  to  god  for  the  same 
knowing  nothing  more  certen  tlien  Death  and  the  tyme  thereof  most 
uncertayne  Doe  make  this  my  p’lite  Will  and  Testament  as  followeth 
filrst  I  bequeth  my  soule  to  Almyghtie  god  my  creator  and  to  Jesus 
Christ  my  saviour  and  redeemer  and  to  the  holiye  ghost  my  sanctifier 
and  Comforter  Trusting  that  I  ame  one  of  his  elected  children  in  his 
kingdom  of  heaven  And  my  bodie  to  the  earth  wherof  it  was  made 
to  be  Buried  in  the  Church  yard  of  St.  Edward  in  Leeke  Itm  my 
debts  Legacies  and  fnn’all  charges  to  be  taken  upp  of  the  whole  Then 
my  Will  and  Testament  viz  That  Margarett  my  wyfe  shall  have  the 
thlrde  pte  of  all  my  goods  &  chattalls  whatsoe’r  And  the  other  tAvo 
pts  shalbe  geven  and  equalie  devided  to  my  two  Children  viz  Wiilia’ 
Pilsburie  &  Robte  Pilsburie  my  sonnes  (by  my  executor  hereafter 
named  )  according  to  equitic  and  good  conscience  Moreov’  to  execute 
&  prove  this  my  Wiii  and  Testament  I  ordayne  and  appoynt  for  my 
executor  and  onlie  Executrix  Margarett  my  wife  to  accomplish  exe¬ 
cute  and  fulfill  this  my  last  will  and  Testament  And  for  my  ov’seers 
and  sup’visors  I  shall  desire  Wiilia’  Pilsburie  and  Nicholas  Pilsburie 
my  two  brothers  to  to  .see  p’formcd  &  trulie  executed  this  iny  p’sent 
Testam*  according  to  the  trew  intent  and  meaning  herein  contayned  as 
my  trust  ys  in  them.  In  Witnes  Thomas  Davenport  Thomas  Pilsburie 
Wiiiiam  Gould  and  Roland  Bott  in  there  p’sence  published  and  ratified 
in  the  day  and  yeare  above  said. 

Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield.  Proved  17  February, 
1591-2. 

Amount  of  Inventory,  £52,  10s.  8d. 

[Taken  3  Nov.,  1591,  by  Robert  Pi lesbury,  Thos.  and 
Richard  Davenport,  Robert  Holme. — E.  P.] 
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Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield.  Act  Book  10,  folio  93. 

A  pud  Lich’  duodecimo  die  Septembris  1600. 

Coniissa  fuit  administracobonoru  Nicholai  Pilsburie  p’och’de  Leeke 
defunct’  Anne  Pilsburie  eius  relict’  in  forma  iutis  iurat’  &c. 

[Inventory  by  Wm.  Pillsbury,  Thos.  Gente,  Robert 
Holme,  5  Sept.,  1600.  Will  proved  by  Anna,  bis  relict, 
to  whom  adm.  with  Wm.  Pillsbury  as  surety. — E.  P.] 

Apud  Lich’  xxii  die  octobris  Anno  dni  1616. 

Comissafuit  administraco  bonorfi  que  fueruntWillimi  Pilsburye  du 
vixit  p’och’  de  Leeke  defunct’  Katerine  Pilsburie  eius  relict’  et  Wil- 
limo  Pilsburie  Hlio  nfdi  diet’  defunct’  iurat’  coram  mro  Banne  vicario 
ibra  &c  Et  habent  ad  exh’  end  inventor’  citrd  festu  natalis  dni  prox’ 
&c.  Act  Book  12,  folio  192. 

[Nicholas  and  William  Pillsbury  were  brothers  and 
brothers  also  of  Robert  of  Tetsworth  whose  will  should  be 
referred  to. — E.  P.] 

Apud  Vttoxeter  xix  die  Anno  Dni  1605. 

Comissa  fuit  administraco  bonoru  Alicie  Pilsbury  dum  vixit  p’  och’ 
Bromley  Abbotts  defunct’  Richardo  Garratt  in  forma  iuris  iurat  &c  Ad 
administrandum  ead’  secundum  tenure  et  elfectu  testam''  siue  ult’  vol- 
untat’  diet’  defunct’  tres  administrat’  annex  &c. 

Act  Book  10,  folio  187. 

Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield.  Act  Book  9,  folio  119. 

Apud  Lich’  vii  die  Octobris  1594. 

Coinmlssa  fuit  tuicio  willimi  Pillisburie  filii  nalis  Roberti  Plllisburie 
p’roch’  de  Leeke  defunct’  in  minore  sud  etate  existeu’  Willimo  Pilles- 
burie  de  Tetsworth  unacfi  adminis-tracoe  bonoru  et  porcouii  ad  eu 
pertinen’  eius  minore  etate. 

Comissa  fuit  tuicio  Roberti  Pillesburie  filii  nalis  p’  fati  Roberti 
I’illesburic  p’och’  de  Leeke  defunct’  in  minore  sud  etate  existen’  unacu 
adminis-tracoe  bonoru  et  porcouii  ad  eu  pertinen’  Roberto  Pillesburie 
de  Turners  Poole  duran’  <!ius  minore  etate. 

Comissa  fuit  administraco  bonoru  p’  fati  Roberti  Pillisburie  p’  och’ 
de  Lecike  defunct’  willimo  Pillesburie  fratri  nali  diet’  defunct’  ad  admin- 
istraud’  secun’  tenorem  et  elfectu  test’  diet’  defunct’  Lris  adminstrator 
annex’  Ex  eo  quod  Margaretta  Pillisburie  relict’  et  executrix  noiat  in 
testo  diet’  defunct’  mortem  obiit  autequam  plane  administrasset. 
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[I  take  it  that  the  above  Robert,  whose  will  and  admin¬ 
istration  we  have  above,  is  a  cousin  of  "John  Pillshury  the 
younger.” — E.  P.] 

ROBERT  PILLESBURY  OF  LEEK. 

In  the  name  of  god  Amen,  the  day  of  September  in  the  third 
yeare’  of  the  raigne  of  onr  sov’raigne  lord  James  by  the  grace  of  god 
of  england  fiance  and  Ireland  &  of  Scotland  the  xxxlx***  I  Rob*  Pilles- 
bury  of  Leek  in  the  County  of  Staff*  husbandman  sick  in  body  but  of 
good  and  p’fect  remembrance  laude  and  praise  be  to  god  therefore  doe 
ordayne  &  make  this  my  last  will  &  testament  in  man'  &  forme  follow- 
inge  ffirst  I  give  and  bequeth  my  soule  to  Almighty  god  that  gave  it 
&  my  body  to  the  earth  from  whence  it  came  to  be  buryed  at  the  dis- 
crecon  of  my  executrix  in  sure  and  certaine  hope  of  resurrection 
throughe  Jesus  Christ  my  saviour.  I  giue  and  bequeth  to  Cathren 
Pillesbury  my  wyffe  all  my  lands  tenem’ts  &  goods  whatsoever  (my 
Legacies  and  funeral  expenses  dyscharged)  &  also  I  make  her  my  sole 
executrix  of  all  this  which  my  will  is  As  she  will  answer  me  at  the 
dreadful  day  of  judgm’t  when  the  secretts  of  all  hearts  shall  be  dis¬ 
closed. 

Witnesses  William  Pillesbury  George  Pillesbury  w***  others. 

Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield.  Proved  20  Sept.  1605. 

Amount  of  Inventory,  £XXI,  xiis.  viiid. 

[Inventory  taken  by  William  and  Thos.  Pillabury,  and 
John  Sherrartt.  Perhaps  a  son  of  the  Robert  whose  will 
appears  above.  18  Sept.,  1605. — E.  P.] 

THOMAS  PILSBURIE  OF  LEEK. 

In  the  name  of  god  Amen  the  xiiii***  dale  of  Julie  Ano  Dni  1622  I 
Thomas  Pilsburie  of  Leeke  sicke  in  bodie  but  whole  in  mynd  god  be 
praysed  therefor  knowinge  the  certenty  of  death  and  the  uncertenty 
of  the  daye  make  this  my  last  will  and  testament  in  man'  and  forme 
followinge  filrst  I  Bequeth  my  soule  to  almightie  god  my  Creator  and 
maker  and  to  Jesus  Christe  his  onelie  sonne  my  Redimer  and  saviour 
and  my  bodie  to  be  buryed  in  the  Churchyard  of  the  p’yshe  Church 
of  Leeke  Itm  filrst  I  giue  &  bequet  unto  thomas  Pllsburye  my  sonne 
XXs  Item  I  giue  unto  Robt  Pilsburye  my  sonne  XX  s  Itm  I  giue  unto 
John  Pilsburie  my  sonne  XXs  Itm  I  glue  unto  Willm  Pilsburye*  my 

*1605. 

>  WsB  he  the  New  England  emigrant? 
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sonne  XXs  I  giiie  unto  Margarett  Pilsbury  my  daughti  r  XXs  Itm 
the  rest  of  all  my  goods  both  movable  and  immoveable  I  glue  and 
bequeth  unto  Elisabeth  my  wide  ffor  and  towards  the  Education  and 
briiigiiige  upp  my  Children  Itm  my  will  is  that  all  my  debts  Legacies 
and  funerall  expences  shall  be  first  taken  upp  of  the  whole  of  my  goods. 

Itm  I  ordayne  and  make  my  sole  executrixe  Elisabeth  my  wif  liop- 
inge  she  will  see  this  my  p’nte  last  will  and  testament  p’formecl  ac- 
cordinge  to  the  trust  I  repose  iii  her  these  being  witnesses  to  the 
execution  of  this  my  Last  and  Testamte  theise  beinge  witness  I  say  to 
the  same  Kalphe  Toft  of  Leek  John  Tofte  of  the  mylnestreaie Richard 
Tofte  and  Peter  menall. 

Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield.  Proved  25  July,  1C22. 

Amount  of  Inventory  £XIX,  XXd. 

[Perhajfs  the  Thomas,  son  of  William  of  Tetsworth, 
godson  of  Thomas  Pillsbury,  whose  will  was  proved  1608. 
— E.  P.] 

[St.  Edwards,  Leek,  Register  shows  the  I)a|)tism  of 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Rachel  Pillsbury,  12 
March,  1636-7  ;  also  the  death  of  a  Thomas  Pillsbury  of 
Leek,  1641,  who  was  buried  21  July  of  that  year. — E.  P.] 

WILLIAM  PILSBURYE  OF  HEATON. 

In  the  name  of  god  Amen  the  Vth  day  of  Aprill  in  the  ffiftenth  yere 
of  the  Raigne  of  our  Soueraigne  lord  Charles  by  the  grace  of  god  of 
england  Scotland  ffrance  and  Ireland  Kinge  Defender  of  the  ffaith  etc. 

I  William  Pils  ...  of  llcatou  in  the  Countie  of  Stafford  Husband¬ 
man  sicke  in  bodey  but  of  good  and  perfect  remembrance  praise  be  to 
god  therefore,  doe  ordaine  and  make  this  my  last  will  and  Testament 
in  man'  &  forme  ffollowinge  ffirst  I  giue  &  bequeth  my  soule  to  Al¬ 
mighty  god  that  gave  it  &  my  bodey  to  the  earth  from  whence  it  came 
to  be  buried  in  Leeke  Church  yarde  in  sure  and  eertaine  hope  of  res¬ 
urrection  through  Jesus  Christe  my  Saviour  Imx’mis  I  giue  unto  Wil¬ 
liam  Pilsberie  my  eldest  soone  twelve  pence  for  his  Chiles  part  It  I 
giue  unto  Robert  Pilsberie  my  soone  ffortie  Shilinges  for  his  Chiles 
part  It  I  giue  unto  Edward  Pilsberie  my  Soone  ffortie  Shiliinges  for 
his  Chiles  part  It  I  giue  unto  John  Pilsberie  my  soone  ffortie  Shil¬ 
iinges  for  his  Chiles  part  It  i  giue  unto  Sarah  Plsberie  my  Daughter 
fore  pounds  for  her  chiles  parte  After  my  debtss  discharged  and  tln- 
erale  expen  .  .  .  and  will  proued  i  giue  unto  John  Clooes  and  William 
Plant  my  executors  all  my  house  goodes  and  landes  all  the  overpluche 
of  my  goodes  i  giue  unto  the  three  of  my  yongest  children  to  be  de- 
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vided  amonngth  them  in  equale  portiones  to  p’  forme  and  make  this 
my  last  ■will  and  testament  in  maner  &  forme  aforesd  in  witness 
whereof  I  have  heare  unto  put  my  hand  and  seale  in  p’sents  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Padmore,  William  Plante. — Executed  by  mark. — Seale. 

Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield.  Proved  3  Sept.,  1640. 

Amount  of  inventory,  £5. 

RALF  PYLLSBURYE  OF  CMEDULTON. 

In  the  name  of  god  amen  the  vii  day  of  inaye  in  the  ycreof  our  lord 
god  on  thousand  fyve  hundreth  syxtie  and  seven  and  in  the  ix  yere  of 
the  Reigne  of  our  Sou’aigne  lady  Elyzabeth  by  the  grace  of  god  of  eng- 
land  f ranee  and  Ireland  queue  defender  of  the  faith  etc.  I  Raffe 
pyllysburye  i!i  the  p’ishe  of  Chedulton  Avever  being  sicke  in  bodic 
but  of  p’fect  Remembrance  thanks  be  to  godd  make  my  last  will  and 
testament  in  manner  and  forme  folowing  Hirst  I  doe  giue  my  sole  to 
almyghte  god  xvho  hath  made  me  and  all  the  world  and  my  bodye 
to  be  buried  in  the  Church  yard  of  Chedulton  nighe  the  place  where 
others  of  my  friends  do  lye  Itm  I  giue  and  beciueth  to  Katheren  my 
wifl’e  the  thryd  pte  of  all  my  goodes,  so  that  I  will  be  brought  whom 
upon  the  whole  also  I  xvill  that  after  I  am  honestlye  brought  whom, 
my  detts  payd  and  my  funerall  expenses  discharged  the  Rest  of  all  my 
goodes  then  Remayninge  to  be  equallye  devyded  among  all  my  chyl- 
dren  also  I  ordayn  and  make  constitute  and  appoynt  Kathern  my  vvill’e 
John  Moford  and  Robert  gendwyn  to  be  my  true  and  lawful  executors 
of  this  my  last  will  and  testament  and  also  I  desyre  tliomas  mosseand 
John  crystow  to  be  my  sup’vysors  and  ou’seers  of  this  my  last  will 
and  testament  to  be  trnely  p’formed  and  kept  according  to  this  my 
mynde  in  witnes  whereof  tliomas  mosse  John  mo’  ford  thomas  mo’ford 
....  curat  w‘  others. 

Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield.  Proved  14  May,  1568. 

Amount  of  Inventory,  £V,  viiis.  iid.  8  Sept.,  1567. 

RALP  PILSBURY,  THE  ELDER,  OF  LEEK. 

Ralph  Pilsbury  the  elder  of  Leke  more  in  the  parish  of  Leke  and 
county  of  Stafford.  2«)th  Marcii,  16!ll).  To  be  buried  at  the  discretion 
of  my  executors  .  To  my  son  Balph  Pilsbury  all  the  laud  and  house 
in  Derby  street  formerly  purchased  of  John  Johnson  In-  the  said  Ralph 
paying  to  my  three  daughters  Mary  Sarah  and  Ann  ten  pounds  apiece 
within  two  years  after  my  decease.  To  .Varon  my  sou  the  house  and 
land  in  Stockwell  street  in  Leek  and  other  laud  purchased  of  William 
Dale. 

To  ray  wife  a  cottage  and  Inclosure  if  she  keep  my  name  and  live 
unmarried  but  if  she  change  my  name  then  to  my  .son  Ralph  Pilsbury 
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I  give  one  bond  of  twenty  pounds  which  Mr.  Thomas  Mellor  of  Roache 
grange  oweth  unto  me  unto  Richard  Meeare  and  John  Johnson  my 
sonsiiilaw. 

To  my  five  daught(!rs  (who  arc  not  named)  my  household  goods  and 
other  effects.  Executors  are  Mr.  John  I’elley  of  Leek  shopkeeper  and 
Thomas  Bradley  of  Leek.  Executed  by  mark.  Seal. 

Witnesses  John  Devall  Elisal)eth  Malkin  Mary  Allsopp. 

Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield.  Proved  11  April,  1700. 
Amount  of  Inventory,  £84,  1.5s. 

[Ralph  I’ilshorie  of  Stanley,  hy  wife  Ellen  or  Ellenor, 
had  baptized  at  TiCek,  Sara,  21  Sept.,  1632  ;  Richard,  2 
Oct.,  1636. 

Ralph  Pilsberie  of  Stanley,  buried  11  June,  1644.  St. 
Edward’s  registers. — E.  P.] 

RALPH  PILLSBURY  OF  LONGNOR. 

Ralph  Pillsbury  of  Lougnor  in  the  parish  of  Bradley  and  county  of 
Stafi'ord  yeoman.  13  April  1706.  To  son  John  Pillsbury  forty  pounds 
and  sundry  specified  effects  subject  to  sou  Thomas  taking  the  clock  at 
thirty  shillings  within  six  months.  To  son  Richard  Pillsbury  twenty 
tliree  pounds  and  to  each  of  his  two  children  twenty  shillings. 

To  the  two  children  of  son  Thomas  forty  shillings  to  be  equally  di¬ 
vided.  To  son  Matthew  Pillsbury  twenty  three  pounds  and  certain 
specified  eflects.  To  daughter  Sarah  Goldsmith  twenty  pounds  togeth¬ 
er  with  my  w^arming-pan.  To  each  of  my  daughter  Sarah’s  four  chil¬ 
dren  twenty  shillings.  To  daughter  Mary’s  children  three  pounds  to 
be  equally  divided.  To  grandson  John  Bagnall  twenty  shillings  at  21 
years.  To  granddaughter  Sarah  Baguall  forty  shillings.  The  sum  of 
twenty  two  shillings  to  be  5’early  paid  to  my  brother  Matthew  Pills¬ 
bury  for  his  life  for  money  formerly  given  me  by  him  upon  condition 
that  I  should  yearly  pay  him  that  sum. 

The  twenty  tw'o  shillings  to  be  paid  by  my  son  Matthew  Pillsbury 
his  brethren  .John  and  Richard  paying  unto  him  their  proportion. 

Five  pounds  to  be  expended  on  my  funeral.  Son  Matthew  sole  ex¬ 
ecutor. 

Executed  by  mark.  Seal. 

Witnesses,  Thomas  Greene,  John  Ilaffadine,  Thos :  Rathbone. 
Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield.  Proved  10  May,  1706. 
Inventory,  £139,  11s.  2d. 
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MATTHEW  riLLSBUUY  OF  LEEK. 

Mattliew  I’illsbury  of  Leek  in  tlie  county  of  Stafl’ord,  liusbamiinan- 
IH  April,  172-1.  Aged  and  weak  in  l)ody.  To  i)e  buried  at  the  discre¬ 
tion  of  niy  executor.  To  my  kinsman  Tliomas  l*ilsl)ury  ten  pounds, 
to  my  kinswoman  Sarali  Goldsmitli  widow,  of  Wheaton  Aston  live 
pounds.  To  my  kinswoman  Mary  Lea  widow,  five  pounds.  To  my 
kinsman  .Tolui  IMisbury  of  Mottersall  five  pounds.  To  Samuel  Adams 
and  Elisal)etli  Adams  son  and  daugliter  of  Kathrine  Adams  late  of 
Eaves  l.aiu!  deceased  (Ive  pounds  e(jually  to  be  divided.  To  my  kins¬ 
man  Tliomas  I’ilsluiry  of  Wheaton  Aston  five  pounds.  To  Thomas 
(^lowes  of  Knulton  five  pounds.  To  Fallen  Adams  of  Haddeley  widow 
(ive  pounds.  To  Kathrine  Copnall  one  of  the  daugliters  of  Kobert 
Coimall  late  of  llancluircli  live  pounds,  and  if  she  die  before  me  then 
1  give  the  said  legacy  amongst  tlie  rest  of  tlie  chiidren  of  tlie  said 
IJobert  Copnall.  To  two  of  tlie  youngest  children  of  ilohn  Clowes  hate 
of  Endon  fifty  sliillings  apiece.  To  .Tolin  llagnall  of  Millnieese  and  to 
ills  sister  (Ifty  shilling'  apiece.  Unto  my  live  nephews  sons  of  my  l.ate 
broilier  Ralpli  Pil.stmry  (ive  pounds  apieie.  To  Abraliam  Taylor  of 
Leek  (ive  pounds.  To  my  said  kinswoman  Elisabeth  Adams  the  fur- 
tlier  sum  of  (ive  pounds.  To  Mary  Evans  and  .lohn  Evans  her  son 
(ifty  sliillings  apiece.  All  legacies  to  be  jiaid  within  threi' months  after 
my  deci-ase.  To  all  my  relatives  and  friends  who  are  indebted  to  me 
by  any  iioiid  bill  or  other  writing  I  give  the  several  debts  and  sums  of 
money  owing  to  me,  (the  interest  only  excepted,  that  shall  be  due.) 
Uesidue  to  my  kinsman  .lames  Turner  of  Haddeley  who  is  sole  execu¬ 
tor  and  Abraliam  Taylor  overseer.  .  .  .  F-xecuted  by  mark.  .  Seal.  .  . 
Witnesses,  Ann  Kidgway,  Hum:  Ridgway. 

Coilicil,  20  May,  172').  To  .loseph  Hall  of  Uttoxeter  (ive  pounds  To 
Fllleu  Adams  the  further  sum  of  life  pounds.  To  .lames  Tumor’s  two 
sons  five  pounds  apiece,  and  to  my  kinswoman  Elisabeth  Adams  fifty 
shillings.  F^xecuted  by  mark.  Seal. 

Witnesses,  Hum  :  Hidgway,  George  Hidgway. 

Will  and  Codicil  proved  in  the  Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and 
Liclitield,  18  November,  1727. 

Inventory,  £40,  14s.  lOd. 

JOHN  PILLSBURY  OF  WHEATON  ASTON. 

John  Pillsbury  of  Wlieaton  Aston  in  the  parish  of  Lapley  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  yeoman  20  March,  To  lie  buried  as  execu¬ 

trixes  shall  think  meet.  Certain  houses  and  lands  at  Ashley  in  the 
said  county  now  or  late  in  the  occupation  of  William  Sutton  to  my 
three  kinswomen  .\nne  Barlow, -iaiie  Goldsmith  and  Sarah  Barney,  my 
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executrixes,  all  being  daughters  of  niy  sister  Sarah  (ioldsmith  and  to 
their  heirs  and  assigns  forever  In  trnst  to  sell  and  out  of  tlie  monies 
to  arise  to  pay  debts  and  funeral  cliarges  and  if  none  of  tlieni  nor 
their  hus1)ands  think  fit  to  pnrcliase  I  desire  tliat  niy  kinsman  Ualph 
Pilsbury  son  of  my  l)rother  Ralph  Pilsbnry  may  liave  (after  tliem)  tlie 
first  refusal. 

To  my  kinswoman  Sarali  Ash  wife  of  John  Asli  twenty  sliillings. 
To  Elisabeth  Pilsbury  widow  of  my  Iwother  Ralph  Pilsl)nry  and  to  lier 
two  daugiiters  Jane  Hands  and  Mary  Adams  each  of  tliem  twenty 
shillings. 

To  Matthew  Lea,  Jolm  Lea,  Charles  Lea,  Jane  Lea  and  Mary  Lea, 
five  l)eing  children  of  my  sister  .Mary  Lea  deceased,  each  of  them  live 
pounds. 

Residue  to  Anne  Rarlow.  Jane  Coldsmith.  and  Sarah  Barney.  Each 
of  them  to  pay  twenty  shillings  to  their  motlier  Sarali  (Joldsmitli  for 
her  life.  My  said  tliree  kinswomen  executrixes.  Executed  liy  mark* 
Seal.  VVitnesses,  Jos.  Edwards,  Will  Gollier,  Tlio.  Railiiione. 

Consistory  Court  of  Coventry  and  Lichlleld.  Proved  2  Sept.,  172H. 

Inventory,  £171,  14s.  Id. 

[Son  of  Ralph  of  Longnor. — E.  P.] 

Consistory  (’ourt  of  Coventry  and  Lielilield. 

Jane  Pilsbury  late  of  the  parish  of  Leek  widow  deceased.  Admin¬ 
istration  granted  27  Sept.  1706  to  William  Sutton  of  I.eek,  yeoman, 
principal  creditor  of  the  deceasc'd. 

William  Pilsbury,  John  Pilsbury  and  Thomas  Pilslniry,  cliildren  of 
the  deceased  were  minors  above  7  years  of  age,  but  under  21. 

Ralph  Pilsbury  late  of  Muckles  ton  in  the  county  of  Stalford,  de¬ 
ceased.  .  .  .  Administration  granted  1  February  1709  to  Ilimnali  IMls- 
bury  of  Belleport  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  widow. 

George  Pilsbnry  late  of  Leek  dece.ased.  .  .  .  Ailministration  granted 
19  April  1722  to  Sarali  Pilsbnry  of  Leek  the  widow  and  relict. 

Amount  of  Inventory,  £48,  1.5s.  8d. 

[The  following  wills  sire  illustrative  of  the  above  and 
were  abstracted  in  the  hope  of  finding  some  definite  state¬ 
ment  regarding  the  New  England  emigrants.  I  may  st.ate 
thiit  I  worked  the  side  issues  prefty  thoroughly. — E.  P.] 

John  Fairfield  of  Holme  Mylme,  Leek,  3  Mar.,  1612 ;  proved  23  Mar., 
1612. 

Mentions  wife  Isaliel;  grandcliild  Elizabeth  Hibborde;'  godson  John 


‘Probably  the  “Jau.  of  .lobn  lluliliarts,”  iiiciitioiicil  by  Tlios.  Pilslterie. 


202  PILLSBUKYS  OF  LEKK,  CO.  STAFFORD,  ENG. 

Fjiirfl*'ld;  grandchildren,  dans,  of  \Vm.  Lominas;  godson  John  Pott; 
Richard  Gentt;  Dan.  .Toane  Ilibbarde;  dan.  Frances  Syinmes.  Son 
Richard,  sons  Jolm  and  Nicholas.  Sons  Richard  and  Nicholas  to  be 
executors. 

Witnesses :  Edmund  Pott,  John  Fairfield  the  younger,  Nicholas 
Fairfield  the  elder,  Nicholas  Fairfield  the  younger,  Lawrence  Plantt. 

Inventory,  9  May,  1612,  by  Thomas  Holmes,  the  elder;  John  Fair- 
field  of  Mat — ;  Robert  Pillesbury,  Lawrence  Plannt,  Thos.  Holme  the 
younger. 

John  Fairfield  of  Leek,  yeoman;  proved  10  Dec.,  1646.  Brother 
Win.  Fairfield  and  his  son  John  and  other  children.  Bro.  Richard 
Fairfield.  Sister  Marie  Watson  and  her  children.  Wife  l)orothie  and 
(her?)  children  .Tohn  and  Marie  Gent.  Dans.  Mgarct  and  Rebecca. 
Sister  Marie,  mother  Elizabeth  Fairfield.  Friends.  Francis  Bon  — , 
clerk,  Edward  Cladock,  John  Cooke,  yeoman,  executors.  Wit:  Ralph 
Cresw'ell,  Ralph  and  William  Smith. 

James  Sutton,  of  the  parish  of  Leek ;  will  dated  8  Feb.,  1610.  Men¬ 
tions  daughter  Ellen  Sutton ;  wife  Ellyn  Sutton  whom  executrix. 

Witnesses,  John  Sutton,  George - ,  Jamie  Rice. 

Inventory.  17  May,  1610,  by  Richard  Holme,  Robert  Pillesbury, 
William  Pillesbury,  Richard  Hassell.  Cons  Ct.  L.  &  Cov- 

Emmott  Sutton  of  Leek,  widow;  20  Feb.,  1618;  proved  8  March, 
1618-19.  Son  James  and  his  wife  Katherine;  son  John;  children 
Thomas.  Ralph,  and  Mary  Sutton. 

Son  Thomas,  executor. 

Witness:  John  Sutton;  {Alice?)  Sutton.  Cons.  Ct.  L.  &  Cov. 

Thomas  Sutton,  of  {Rahen{i)lon<jhe'),  Leek, yeoman,  14 Jan.,  1600; 
proved  15  Apr.,  1601. 

Son  Thomas,  son  Edward,  Mary  Sutton,  son-in-law  William  Sut¬ 
ton’s  children.  Dau.  Jane  Sutton ;  dau.  Katherine  Sutton. 

Mentions: -  Gardyner,  John  Addesley,  John  Hamont,  John  Gib¬ 
son,  Fannie - ,  spinster,  Katherine  Gibson.  Cons.  Ct.  L.  &  Cov. 

Thomas  Sutton,  of  Kingesmeade,  near  Derby,  Esq.,  10  May,  1612; 
proved  5  Mar.,  1615-16. 

To  be  buried  in  All  Saints,  Derby.  Kinsman  Experience  Bradshawe 
&  his  wife  Anne.  Brother  Mr.  George  Sutton,  mentions  the  wrong 
“  he  did  unto  me  some  ten  years  since,”  prays  God  may  forgive  him. 

Wife  Constance  Sutton,  whom  executrix. 

Godson  Thomas  Farneham  and  Thomas  Mundie.  Neighbor  Adrian 
Farnhain  of  Leaster,  Esquire,  and  Francis  Mundie  of  Derby,  Esq., 
overseers. 


1  Perhaps  Rochegrange. 


PILLSBURYS  OF  LEEK,  CO.  STAFFORD,  ENG.  203 


Inventory  by  Erasmus  Steagne,  Henry  Coulder,  Edward  Fletcher, 
Thomas  Needham.  Cons.  Ct  L.  &  Cov. 

Hugh  Sutton  of  Leek,  9  May,  1579;  proved  12  .Tune,  1579.  To  Law¬ 
rence  Johnson,  Francis  Higginbotham,  Thos.  Sutton,  Edward  Close; 
children  of  brother  in  law  Wm.  (TorwtJ/irtnde  (Gem-onde),  and  Eliza¬ 
beth,  his  wife.  Robert  Allen,  John  and  Edmund,  sons  of  Robert  Sut¬ 
ton.  Joan  Cliffe,  Alice  Berkley.  Cons.  Ct.  L.  &  Cov. 

John  Johnson,  of  Baucktopp,  Leek,  husbandman;  will  dated  20 
Jan.,  1039;  proved  3  Sept.,  1040.  Mentions  wife  Anne,  to  whom  1-3 
part  of  estate;  his  three  youngest  children,  now  under  21 ;  eldest  son 
John.  Second  son  Robeit  Johnson.  AVrea  children,  Elizabeth,  Anne, 
Evans,  Peter,  Edward,  youngest  son,  John,  Robert.  Friend  James 
Sutton  of  Gratbach.  John  Buxton,  Edward  Brough. 

Witnesses,  James  Sutton,  Edward  and  Thomas  Brough. 

Cons.  Ct.  L.  &  Cov. 

Elizabeth  Johnson,  of  Hasselwood  meadow.  Leek,  widow.  April, 
1630;  proved  7  May,  1630.  Son  John  Johnson  and  his  son  James. 
l)au.  Emme  Wardle,  dau.  Anne  Shaw.  The  children  of  sou  John  John¬ 
son.  Son-in-law  Hugh  Wardle.  Dau.  Maryreatt  Johnson  whom  ex¬ 
ecutrix.  Overseers,  James  Sutton,  of  Gratbach,  yeo.  Witnesses, 
John  Thomson,  James  Sutton,  John  Johnson.' 

Inventory,  14  May,  1630.  Cons.  Ct.  L.  &  C. 

John  Johnson  of  Amerton,  Stow,  joyner;  proved  15-10-1640.  To 
wife  Anne,  exec.,  with  son  Sampson.  Dau.  Catherine  when  24 ;  son 
Thos.,  when  21.  Bro.  Thos.  Alsox;  Samson  Bould,  Geo.  Astbury, 
Thos.  Ryett,  overseers. 


John  Spillesbery,  of  London,  goldsmith;  24  Nov.,  1592;  proved  12 
Dec.,  1592.  Wife  Sara,  executrix;  house  where  he  resides  in  Adell- 
streete,  parish  of  St.  Albans  in  Woodstreet  in  London,  after  her  death 
to  be  divided  between  his  two  daughters ;  eldest  being  Dorothy,  the 
younger  Elizabeth,  who  under  21.  Son  Nathaniel  under  21.  Brothers 
Thomas  and  Richard  Spillesbury ;  sisters  Katherine  and  Joyce.  Men¬ 
tions  father’s  lands  and  house,  in  Shelsle,  Co.  Worcester.  Overseers, 
friends  Thomas  Savage  and  Jetlery  Poster ne. 

Harrington,  91.  P.  C.  C. 

John  Spilsbury,  of  Chelton  in  Shropshire;  will  dated  20  May,  1654; 
nunc.  Wife  Joane.  Wit.  by  John  Griffethes  and  Thomas  Spilsbury. 

P.  C.  C.  Wylett,  337. 

•  See  will  of  Tlioiiias  I'illsburle  of  KockKi'aiige,  1608. 
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Stephen  Pilborowe.  fo.  20,  1471-79. 

Antonious  Pill)orough,  fo.  38,  Lyon,  1.569.  P.  C.  C. 

Robert  Pilsbury  of  St.  Bottolphs,  Bishopsgate,  London.  Commis¬ 
sion  issued  to  relict  Edith,  Oct.,  1608.  fo.  75,  Act  Book,  Com.  of  Lon¬ 
don.  Nune.  will  21  Oct.,  1608.  He  was  a  haDerdasher.  Wife  Edith 
executrix,  whole  estate.  He  left  a  son.  Vol.  21,  fo.  85. 

William  Pilsbnrie,  will  proved  1599.  Arch.  Surrey,  372  Herr. 

Richard  Pilbroughe,  will  proved  1591-2.  fo.  230,  Com.  London. 

Henry  Pilbrough,  alias  Daniel,  will,  1591.  P.  C.  C.  Harrington,  20. 
late  of  Blackinore,  Essex,  gent.,  3  May,  1591;  proved  9  May,  1591. 
Bequeathes  to  Agnes,  wife  of  Thomas  Eysain. 

Walter  Pilbarough,  gent.,  sells  land  in  Hartying.  forabury  and  Lit¬ 
tle  Barhampstead.  Feet  of  Fines  for  Herts,  1555. 

Walter  Pylborough,  gent.,  sells  to  Thos.  Johnson,  messuage  and 
lands  in  St.  Albans  and  Sandruge. 

Feet  of  fines  for  Herts,  Trinity  term  2  Edw.  VI.  1548 
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Robert  of  Stone  a  Jone.  Ralphe  of  Chedulton  =  Katherine 

1544.  I  Will,  l.m 


Ch. 


Ralph  of  Stanley,  bur. 
1&44;  in.  Ellen. 

I 


Sara,  Riehunl, 
1632.  163Ii. 


Alice 
Ment’d  in 
hu>i  band’s 
will. 


Jonn  of  Rudyerd- 
side  to  have 
Roaeh);range. 
Ex.  with  .luhn 
Johnson  of  fa¬ 
ther’s  will. 

Will  dated  8  Apr., 
1,557;  proved  by 
relict  ./fMiHiia  17 
May,  15.57.  Men¬ 
tions  4  children 
l)Ut  not  named. 


.  I 

Lawrence,  over¬ 
seer  of  father’s 
will. 


=  .lolin  to  have 

I  Roacligrange ,  llv- 
Joane  ing,  .Tune,  1558, 
“reputed  proved  grandfa- 
dau.’’  ther’s  will  17  May, 
1.567.  Will  dated, 
1698;  proved  25 
May,  1598,  of  debts 
mentions  broB.  Ed., 
Thos.  P.  and  sis¬ 
ter  Man^aret  P. 
Brother  Robert  ex¬ 
ecutor;  godson 
Roliert. 


=  Joane 
to  iiave 
lease  at 
Lognor. 


Edmund 
called  of 
Roachgrange 
in  1«HI8. 


Edmund 

of  Roachgrange, 
buried  18  March, 
1641-2. 


Thos.  of  Roach-  dau. 
grange,  will,  1689;  who  married 
d.  s.  IK,  left  widow  Lowell  ami 
Barbara.  hud  Samuel 

w  h  o  was 
Thos’  heir. 


Tboniai 
1668,  leavei 
to  Eairliel 
tons,  m  e  i 
•lohnsons. 
Edmund  P 
of  Roach 
Thos.  his 
son  of  Wr 
bury  of  Tel 
•lohn  Su 
be  execiit 
ventory  by 
Pillsbury. 


Alice,  m.  3  Feb.,  163.5-6,  Richard  Burkston. 
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John  Pilgbury  of  =  Margevy,  d.  7  March, 


Roach  Grange;  will, 
Inventory  taken 
8  July,  1.5,%.  Will  pre¬ 
sented  17  May,  16.57,  by 
.lohn  I’ilsbury,  prob. 
his  grandson ;  dues  not 
mention  wife  In  will. 


15.^-8.  Ment’d  John 
son  of  John  I’ils¬ 
bury,  Thomas  I’ills- 
bury,  etc. 


Thomas  — June,  executrix 


Will  10  Sept., 
1.5.5C;  proved 
17  May,  15.57, 
.lohn  Sutton  a 
witness. 


with  brother 
.1  o  h  n  I’ills- 
bury.  Her  pa¬ 
rents  1 1  vi  n  g, 
15.50. 


Edmund, 

1.5.50. 


Hugh 


'  Agnes 


Isabel,  living  161'i.  Katherine 

m.  ?  .lohn  Eairfleld, 
will,  1612. 


Juane,  m.  Richard  John  Nicholas 

John  Hubbard 

Elizb. 

mentioned  by 
Thomas  I’ills- 
bury,  16a8. 


Thomas,  will, 
1608,  leaves  estate 
to  Fairllelds,  Sut- 
tuns,  mentions 
Johnsons.  Ch.  of 
Edmund  I’lllsbury 
of  Ro.achgrange : 
Thus,  his  godson, 
son  of  Win.  I’llls¬ 
bury  of  Tetswoith. 

•lohn  Sutton  to 
be  executor;  In¬ 
ventory  by  Robert 
I’illsbury. 


I 

Robert  = 
exec,  of  bro. 
.luhn’s  will, 
1.508. 


Katherine,  will,  1605 : 
Inventory  by  Wm. 
and  Thus.  I’.;  wit. 
Wm.  and  George 
I’ilsbury. 
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of 

William  = 
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to 
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1.591,  '■ 
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Katherine,  1616.  1 

bury  a  1 
veutoi  vl 
I’illsbol 

1  1 

Win.  Thomas. 

i  strati.  >■ 
Bro.  \\l 

Elizb.  =  Thos.  of 
Leeke. 
Will,  l(a2. 

minors. 


Thos.  Robert  John  Wm.  Mar’gt 

Thos.  and  Rachel  A  .lohn  m.  15 

bad  Elizb.  bapt.  March.  1636-7, 

12  Mar.  l^>-7.  Alice  Wash 

ington  at  I.eek. 


Thos.  of  Leek,  bur.  21  .luly,  l)>4l. 


•lohn  of  Eoules,  bur.  Leek,  21  Mav,  KKl. 
Benj.  of  Oemwood,  bur.  Leek,  8  .>an.,  16.58. 
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-._J  ^  __ 

Joane,  ni.  Riclianl 

•lolin  llubiiard 


■luliu  Nicliolas 


(Query)  if  the  Elizb. 
whose  will  Jateii  1630, 
mentioned  son  .lolin 
and  Krandehild,  but 
more  likely  she  the 
Elizb.  .lolinson,  iaiir., 
IIWIS. 


Agnes 


Elizb. 

mentioned  Ity 
Thoinas  I’ills- 
Imry,  1608, 


ine,  will,  1605: 
i-ntory  by  Win. 
I  Thos.  P. ;  wit. 

and  George 
"bury. 


Nicholas  of 
Leek,  adm.  to 
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William  = 
of  Tetswortli ;  I 
adm.  to  relict 
Katlierine,  1616.  I 


Win. 


Tliomas. 


Roliert  ol=  Margaret 
Tetswortli;  will,  execiiti 
l.iOl,  Thos.  Pills-  ] 
bury  a  witness.  In-  j 
ventory  by  Roliert  I 
Pillsbiiry;  admin-  ! 
istration',  l.5!4,  to 
llro.  William. 


Elizb.  =  Thos.  of 
I  Leeke. 
Will,  16-2-2. 


Thos. 

Thos.  and  Rachel 
had  Elizb.  bapt. 
1-2  Mar.  1636-7. 


JoLn 

A  John  in.  1.5 
March.  Hi36-7, 
Alice  Wash 
Ington  at  Leek. 


I  minors,  l,50t.  I 
Win.  Robe 

Perhaps 
ert  of  L 
1630.  I)i 
of  Jame 


Will.  Mar’gt 


Wm.  Pil 
liiv.  1 


Wm.  of  Heaton  = 
Will,  1640.  I 


■lohn  of  Foules,  bur.  Leek,  -21  May,  1641. 
Benj.  of  Demwood,  bur.  Leek,  8  •Ian.,  16.58. 


Wm.  Robert. 


Marla,  (i 
bur.  I.eek 


if  the  Elizh. 
I  .luted  1630, 
ison  Jolin 
d<diild,  but 
dy  lihe  the 
iiHuii,  jiiiir.. 


=  Joliii  Johnson 


John  Johnson  =  Anne, 
of  tlie  Bunktoft, 
ment’d  by  Thos. 

IM  1 1 B  t)  u  r  y,  160B. 

Will,  1040. 


=:  John  Sutton 
I  of  Great  Biridi. 


=  Wm.  Gent,  over- 
I  seer  of  John’s 
will. 


I  I 

Jolin  Robert 


Elii. 

Anne 


J  I  I 

Evans  i  , 
Peter  ' 
Edw. 


=  Marjfaret, 
exeriitrix. 


irs,  l.’iOf.  I 

Robert 

PerliiipH  identical  with  Rob. 
ert  of  Leek,  buried  30  May, 
1630.  Did  he  take  Inventory 
of  James  Sutton  in  1010,  with 
Wm.  I’illsbury? 

Inv.  1012  or  John  Fairfield. 


Heaton  = 


t.  Edw.  John.  Sarah. 

Marla,  dan.  of  Edw.  of  Fryle, 
l)ur.  I.eek,  13  Feb.,  1643-4. 
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The  famous  pleasure-house,  erected  on  the  higliest 
sp«»t  of  land  in  Essex  County  south  of  Indian  Hill,  by 
Colonel  the  Honorable  William  Browne,  the  uncle  of 
the  mandamxis  councillor,  a  generous  patron  of  Salem, 
born  of  an  ancient  family  of  benefactors  of  onr  schools 
and  poor,  abates  no  jot  of  its  interest  and  charm  as  years 
go  by.  History  and  tradition  have  thrown  an  uncertain 
glamour  about  it  ever  since,  during  the  life  of  that  con¬ 
sort  of  the  builder  to  whose  social  ambition  it  owed  its 
existence,  the  palatial  structure  was  begun.  A  Burnet 
of  Virginia,  sin*  married  Colonel  Browne  in  1757  and 
died  July  31,  1745,  so  llu‘  date  of  the  Imilding  is  be¬ 
tween  those  two  years.  Captain  Francis  Goelet’s  jour¬ 
nal  gives  a  minute  account  of  his  visit  to  Salem  in 
October,  1750.  After  putting  14)  at  the  "Wid®  Prats” 
(the  old  Pratt  Tavern  which  stood,  until  175t2,  well  out 
into  the  street,  at  the  corner  of  Town  House  Scpiare),  he 
callcil  on  Colonel  Browne,  took  tea,  and  walked  about  town, 
mounting  the  tower  of  St.  Peter’s  for  a  better  outlook. 
From  that  point  he  saw  the  Browne  "Country  Seat”  six 
miles  to  the  eastward  (  ?)  Next  day,  October  20,  after  din¬ 
ner  with  the  C'olonel,  "about  3  a’clock  sett  out  iu  his  coach 
for  his  country  seat,  and  arrived  at  4.”  .  .  .  "The 

House  is  luiilt  in  the  form  of  a  long  square,  with  wings 
at  each  end,  and  is  about  80  foot  long.  In  the  middle  is 

•Goelets  .louriiiil,  N.  E.  Hist,  and  Gen.  Register,  Vdl.  xxiv,  p.  57. 

Stone’s  History  of  IJeverly,  pp.  mo. 

Hawtliorne’s  Anieriean  Note  Hook  (Oet.  U,  ISt")  Vol.  I,  pp.  90-St!. 

Weal-Reaf  (Essex  Institute)  pp.  11  and  24. 

The  Ooliver  Romanee  (Osgood  &  Co.,  1870)  pp.  2()9-2l;{. 
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a  grand  Hall  surrounded  above  by  a  fine  Gallery  with  neat 
turned  Bannesters,  and  the  Cealing  of  the  Hall  Repre¬ 
senting  a  large  doom  {dome?).  Designed  for  an  Assem¬ 
bly  or  Ball  Room,  the  Gallery  for  the  mucisians  &c.,  the 
Building  has  Four  Doors  Fronting  the  N.  E.  S.  &  W. 
Standing  in  the  middle  of  the  Great  Hall  you  have  a 
Full  View  of  the  Country  from  the  Four  Dores :  at  the 
Ends  of  the  Buildings  is  2  upper  and  2  lower  Rooms  with 
neat  Stair  Cases  Leadeing  to  them,  in  One  of  the  Lower 
Rooms  is  his  Library  and  Studdy  well  Stocked  with  a 
Noble  Collection  of  Books,  the  others  are  all  unfnrnish’d 
as  yet  Nor  is  the  Building  yet  Compleat  .  .  .  Since 

the  Loss  of  the  first  wife,  who  was  Governonr  Burnet’s 
Daughter,  which  he  took  much  to  heart  .  .  .  But  he 

is  now  determined  to  Compleat  it  we  drank  a  Glass  wine 
haveing  Feasted  our  eyes  with  the  Prospect  of  the  Coun¬ 
try  Returned  to  his  house.” 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  in  1750.  Hawthorne,  in 
one  of  his  inimitable  letters,  describing  the  locality,  says 
the  house  was  shaken  by  the  earthquake  of  1755,  so 
much  that  nol)ody  lived  in  it  again  until  after  its  removal 
down  the  Hillside.  This,  Stone’s  History  of  Beverly 
states,  was  accomplished  by  dividing  it  into  three  sections, 
which  could  readily  be  done :  one  of  the  sections  was 
ultimately  removed  to  Danvers  and  still  survives  there : 
and  occurred  about  1761,  and  Colonel  Browne  died, 
while  residing  in  it,  in  1763.  His  descendants  went 
away  to  Virginia.  From  them  is  traced  in  a  direct  and 
very  deinonstralde  line,  Mr.  William  Hertburne  Wash¬ 
ington,  Civil  Engineer,  the  great  grandson  of  General 
Washington’s  nephew,  William  Augustine  Washington, 
who  addressed  the  people  of  Salem  in  the  autumn  of 
1894,  in  Mechanic  Hall,  an<l  the  next  day  made  a  |)ions 
pilgrimage  to  visit  the  site  of  this  eyrie  of  his  ancestor  on 
the  summit  of  Browne’s  Hill. 
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"  I  will  ende.ivor,”  says  Hawthorne  in  a  letter  dated 
The  Wayaidey  August  28,  1860,  "to  describe  a  spot  near 
Salem,  on  which  it  was  once  my  purpose  to  locate  such  a 
dreamy  tiction  as  you  now  demand  of  me. 

"  It  is  no  other  than  that  conspicuous  hill  (I  really  know 
not  whether  it  lies  in  Salem,  Danvers  or  Beverly)  which 
used  in  my  younger  days  to  be  known  by  the  name  of 
'Browne’s  Folly.’  This  eminence  is  a  long  ridge,  rising 
out  of  the  level  country  around,  like  a  whale’s  ))ack  out 
of  a  calm  sea,  with  the  head  and  tail  beneath  the  surface. 
Along  its  base  ran  a  green  and  seldom  trodden  lane,  with 
which  I  was  very  familiar  in  my  boyhood,  and  there  was 
a  little  brook,  which  I  remember  to  have  dammed  up  till 
its  overflow  made  a  mimic  ocean.  When  I  last  looked 
for  this  tiny  streamlet,  Avhich  was  still  rippling  freshly 
through  my  memory,  I  found  it  strangely  shrunken  ;  a 
mere  ditch  indeed,  and  almost  a  dry  one.  But  the  green 
lane  was  still  there,  precisely  as  I  remembered  it;  two 
wheel  tracks,  and  the  beaten  path  of  the  horses’  feet,  and 
grassy  strips  between ;  the  whole  overshadowed  by  tall 
locust  trees,  and  the  prevalent  barl)erry  bushes,  which  are 
rooted  so  fondly  into  the  recollections  of  every  Essex 
man. 

"From  this  lane  there  is  a  steep  ascent  up  the  side  of 
the  hill,  the  ridge  of  which  affoi’ds  two  views  of  very 
wide  extent  and  variet}'.  On  one  side  is  the  ocean,  and 
Salem  and  Beverly  on  its  shores ;  on  the  other  a  rural 
scene,  almost  perfectly  level,  so  that  each  man’s  metes 
and  bounds  can  be  traced  out  as  on  a  map.  The  beholder 
takes  in  at  a  glance  the  estates  on  which  diftcrent  families 
have  long  been  situated,  and  the  houses  where  they  have 
dwelt  and  cherished  their  various  interests,  intermarry- 
ing,  agreeing  together,  or  quarrelling,  going  to  live,  an¬ 
nexing  little  bits  of  real  estate,  acting  out  their  petty 
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parts  in  life,  and  sleeping  quietly  under  the  sod  at  last. 
A  man’s  individual  affairs  look  not  so  very  important, 
when  we  can  climb  high  enough  to  get  the  idea  of  a  com¬ 
plicated  neighborhood. 

"  But  what  made  the  hill  particularly  interesting  to  me, 
were  the  traces  of  an  old  and  long  vanished  edifice,  mid¬ 
way  on  the  curving  ridge,  and  at  its  highest  point. 

"A  pre-revolutionary  magnate,  the  representative  of  a 
famous  old  Salem  fiimily,  had  here  built  himself  a  pleas¬ 
ure  house,  on  a  scale  of  magnificence,  which,  combined 
with  its  airy  site  and  diflficnlt  approach,  obtained  for  it 
and  for  the  entire  hill  on  wdiich  it  stood  the  traditionary 
title  of  '  Browne’s  Folly.’  Whether  a  folly  or  no,  the 
house  was  certainly  an  unfortunate  one.  While  still  in 
its  glory,  it  was  so  tremendously  shaken  by  the  earth¬ 
quake  of  1755  that  the  owner  dared  no  longer  reside  in 
it;  and  practically  acknowledging  that  its  ambitious  site 
rendered  it  indeed  a  Folly,  he  proceeded  to  locate  it  on 
humbler  ground.  The  great  house  actually  took  up  its 
march  along  the  declining  ridge  of  the  hill,  and  came 
safely  to  the  bottom,  where  it  stood  till  within  the  memory 
of  men  now  alive.  The  proprietor,  meanwhile,  had  ad¬ 
hered  to  the  royalist  side,  and  fied  to  England  during  the 
Revolution.  The  mansion  was  left  under  the  care  of 
Richard  Derby  (an  ancestor  of  the  present  Derby  fam¬ 
ily),  who  had  a  claim  to  the  Browne  property  through 
his  wife,  but  seems  to  have  held  the  premises  precisely  as 
the  refugee  left  them,  for  a  long  term  of  years  in  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  his  eventual  return.  The  house  remained 
with  all  its  furniture  in  its  spacious  rooms  and  chambers, 
ready  for  the  exile’s  occupancy,  as  soon  as  he  should  re¬ 
appear.  As  time  went  on,  however,  it  began  to  be  neg¬ 
lected,  and  was  accessible  to  whatever  vagrant,  or  idle 
school  boy,  or  berrying  i)arty  might  choose  to  enter 
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through  its  ill-secured  windows.  But  there  was  one 
closet  iu  the  house,  which  everybody  was  afraid  to  enter, 
it  being  supposed  that  an  evil  spirit — perhaps  a  domestic 
Deinou  of  the  Browne  family — was  confined  iu  it.  One 
day,  three  or  four  score  years  ago,  some  school  boys 
happened  to  be  playing  in  the  deserted  chambers,  and 
took  it  into  their  heads  to  develop  the  secrets  of  this  mys¬ 
terious  closet.  With  great  ditficulty  and  tremor  they 
succeeded  in  forcing  the  door.  As  it  tlew  open,  there  was 
a  vision  of  people  in  garments  of  anticpie  magnificence, — 
gentlemen  in  curled  wigs  and  tarnished  gold  lace,  and 
ladies  in  brocade  and  quaint  head-dresses,  rushing  tumul¬ 
tuously  forth  and  tumbling  upon  the  floor.  The  urchins 
took  to  their  heels  in  huge  dismay,  but  crept  back,  after 
a  while,  and  discovered  that  the  apparition  was  composed 
of  a  mighty  pile  of  family  portraits.  I  had  the  story,  the 
better  part  of  a  hundred  years  afterwards,  from  the  very 
schoolboy  who  pried  open  the  closet  door. 

"After  standing  many  years  at  the  foot  of  the  hill, 
the  house  was  again  removed  in  three  portions,  and  was 
fashioned  into  three  separate  dwellings,  which,  for  aught 
I  know,  are  yet  extant  in  Danvers. 

"The  ancient  site  of  this  proud  mansion  may  still  be 
traced  (or  could  have  been  ten  years  ago)  upon  the  sum¬ 
mit  of  the  hill.  It  consisted  of  two  spacious  wings,  con¬ 
nected  by  an  intermediate  hall  of  entrance,  which  fronted 
lengthwise  upon  the  ridge.  Two  shallow  and  grass-grown 
cavities  remain,  of  what  were  once  the  deep  and  richly 
stored  cellars  under  the  two  wings  ;  and  between  them  is 
the  outline  of  the  connecting  hall,  about  as  deep  as  a 
plough  furrow,  and  somewhat  greener  than  the  surround¬ 
ing  sod.  The  two  cellars  are  still  deep  enough  to  shelter 
a  visitor  from  the  fresh  breezes,  that  haunt  the  summit  of 
the  hill ;  and  barberry  bushes  clustering  within  them 
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offer  the  harsh  acidity  of  their  fruits,  instead  of  the  rich 
wines  which  tlie  colonial  maifnate  was  wont  to  store  there 
for  his  guests.  There  I  have  sometimes  sat  and  tried  to 
rebuild,  in  my  imagination,  the  stately  house,  or  to  fancy 
what  a  splendid  show  it  must  have  made  even  so  far  off  as 
in  the  streets  of  Salem,  Avhen  the  old  proprietor  illuminated 
his  many  windows  to  celebrate  the  King’s  birthday.” 

Stone  embodies  probably  both  fact  and  fancy  in  his 
account  of  this  princely  establishment  given  in  the  History 
of  Beverly.  He  saj’^s,  the  floor  of  the  dancing  hall  was 
painted  in  imitation  of  mosaic, — that  the  music  gallery  was 
eircular  and  commodious  and  springing  from  the  wall, — 
that  the  dwelling  was  finished  and  furnished  in  the  most 
costly  manner, — that  adjacent  to  it  was  a  building  occu¬ 
pied  solely  by  the  domestics,  all  of  whom  were  blacks, — 
and  that  it  was  the  scene  of  many  magnificent  entertain¬ 
ments,  on  one  occasion  an  ox  being  roasted  whole  and 
served  up  to  a  numerous  dinner  company. 

Rut  there  are  points  on  which  we  need  not  have  resort 
to  either  romance  or  history.  We  need  not  trust  Captain 
Goelet,  the  New  York  supercargo,  for  the  dimensions  of 
Browne  Hall,  albeit  he  undoubtedly  took  them  from  Col¬ 
onel  Browne  himself  on  the  spot  while  they  enjoyed 
together  their  cheering  glass  of  ^ladeira  wine  and  admired 
the  prospect.  The  cellar  walls  are  there  to-day  to  speak  for 
themselves.  Any  one  who  will  may  go  there  and  measure 
them.  The  house  was  in  the  form  of  a  block-letter  H 
The  middle  or  cross  section,  in  which  were  the  assembly 
room  and  dining  hall,  had  no  chimney  in  it  and  no  cellar 
under  it.  It  is  clearly  to  be  made  out  to-day  that  this 
apartment  measured  thirty-five  feet  on  its  fronts  or  north¬ 
ern  and  southern  faces, — and,  say,  twenty-two  or  twenty- 
three  feet  on  its  eastern  and  western  ends  where  it  was 
connected  with  the  two  wings. 
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Tlie  cellars  under  the  wings,  described  by  Hawthorne 
in  18G0,  are  still  deep  and  well  defined.  Probably  all  the 
cellar  stones  are  there  as  are  also  others,  placed  about  the 
butts  of  certain  trees  near  by, — flat,  heavy  stones  needed 
to  anchor  the  stately  elms  of  the  avenue,  some  of  wdiich 
stand  there  to-day  unshaken  with  the  blasts  of  all  these 
winters,  sturdy  and  erect  as  ever.  The  wings  of  the  house 
measured  forty-five  by  twenty-two  and  one-half  feet  each, 
and  thus  when  Captain  Goclet  said  it  had  a  frontage  of 
eighty  feet,  he  w  as  correct  and  was  no  doubt  quoting  what 
the  lordly  \)roprietor  had  told  him  while  they  w'ere  sitting 
in  the  well-stocked  library  in  that  October  twilight,  and 
touching  their  friendly  glasses. 

Put  at  last,  thanks  to  a  large  amount  of  research  and  cor¬ 
respondence  undertaken  wdth  enthusiasm  by  Mr.  Ezra  1). 
Hines  of  the  Probate  Ofiice  and  Danvers  Historical  Society, 
the  chronicler  of  Browne  Hill,  w'e  have  the  photograjfii, 
well  reproduced  in  a  popular  series  by  Mr.  Frank  Cousins, 
of  a  portrait  of  the  first  wife  of  Colonel  Browne,  now^  in 
the  possession  of  the  Brownes  of  Virginia,  which,  it  is 
thought,  may  have  been  thew'ork  of  Smibert  and  possibly 
once  hung  in  Brow  ne  Hall,  among  the  mouldering  pictures 
described  by  Hawthorne.  The  background  of  this  picture 
shows  Browne  Hall  in  complete  outline, — the  servants’ 
(juarters  in  the  rear, — the  Assembly  Hall  as  high  in  stud 
as  the  two  story  wings  which  flank  it  on  either  hand, — an 
elaborate  and  inq)osing  entrance  on  the  southern  facade, 
in  front  of  wdiich  the  lady  stands  (the  appi’oach  from  the 
county  road  and  the  avenue  was  on  the  northern  side) 
and  crowning  the  whole  a  spacious  cupola  or  look-out,  an 
effective  architectural  feature  of  the  work, — the  dome  (or 
doom)  over  the  Assembly  Hall,  which  seems  to  have 
struck  the  eye  of  Captain  Goelet,  practised  in  the  displays 
of  old-world  ports  and  capitals,  while  at  the  same  time  a 
little  overtaxing,  it  would  seem,  his  limited  vocabulary. 
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45  Feet, 


ROBERT  ARNOLD. 


Robert  Arnold,  to  whom  extended  reference  is  made 
in  the  account  of  a  held  meeting  of  the  Essex  Institute  at 
Montserrat,  Sept.  7,  1888  (see  Bulletin,  Vol.  xx,p.  24), 
was  horn  a  slave  in  the  West  Indies  and  was  brought  to 
Beverly  in  a  vessel  owned  and  commanded  by  Capt.  Knott 
Vickery  (probably  the  "Betsy”).  He  was  commonly 
known  as  "  Black  Bob.”  He  was  straight,  well-formed, 
powerful,  very  tall,  and  black  as  ebony.  On  reaching 
Beverly  and  freedom,  he  led  a  contented,  happy  life  as  a 
faithful  family  servant  to  the  Vickeiys,  but  when  all  the 
children  were  grown  up  and  married  he  became  shy, 
morose  and  retiring. 

The  little  cabin,  the  cellar  of  which  can  still  be  traced 
on  the  slope  of  the  hill  opposite  the  Montserrat  station, 
was  built  for  him  on  the  Batchelder  lot,  where  there  was 
a  fine  spring  of  water,  and  a  plenty  of  wood  for  the  cut¬ 
ting.  He  was  twice  married,  leaving  by  his  first  marriage, 
a  son  Robert  and  two  daughters.  The  son  was  lost  at 
sea.  One  daughter  married  Thomas  Moore  of  Salem  and 
lived  in  the  North  Fields. 

One  fine  day  the  "  Spring  Bird  ”  arrived  home  from  the 
West  Indies.  Little  Martha  Vickery,  a  child  of  four  or 
five,  afterwards  the  wife  of  Francis  Lamson  of  Beverly, 
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had  heard  of  the  cargo  that  she  was  l)ringing,  and  insisted 
on  visiting  the  vessel.  Black  Bob  was  entrusted  to  take 
her  aboard,  and  delivered  her  safely.  There  she  was  fur¬ 
nished  with  an  orange  in  one  hand  and  a  generous  lump 
of  loaf  sugar  in  the  other,  and,  childlike,  preferred  cross¬ 
ing  the  long  gang-plank  without  lh)b’s  assistance.  Her 
sweets  absorbed  more  of  her  attention  than  her  safety, 
and  to  the  consternation  of  Bob  and  the  otlicr  spectsitors, 
she  fell  into  the  dock.  Bob  was  after  her  in  an  instant. 
Her  clothing  buoyed  her  up  and,  in  describing  the  inci¬ 
dent,  her  sable  champion  used  to  say  that  she  "  sat  on  the 
water  like  a  little  duck.” 

Rebecca  Vickery,  another  sister,  who  later  married  Asa 
Lamson  of  Salem,  was,  when  a  girl,  aroused  one  night  by 
cries  for  help  from  the  harbor.  She  si)eedily  summoned 
the  family  and  a  boat  was  secured  by  Robert  Arnold  and 
hurried  to  the  rescue.  It  was  none  too  soon  ;  the  drown¬ 
ing  men  were  saved  through  his  strength  and  devotion, 
when  nearly  exhausted  from  clinging  to  the  keel  of  an 
overturned  sail  boat. 

Arnold  was  a  natural  musician,  and  while  he  })robably 
never  enjoyed  an  hour’s  good  instruction  in  his  life,  played 
the  violin  with  a  tire  and  abandon  that  excited  wonder, 
lie  seemed  when  playing  to  be  oblivious  of  all  around,  and 
unconscious  of  broken  strings  and  all  minor  mishaps,  he 
would  lift  his  dark  eyes  heavenward  and  play  on  in  a  sort 
of  absorbed,  ecstatic  mood,  like  one  who  heard  music  float¬ 
ing  in  the  air  and  must  give  expression  to  it.  On  the  south 
side  of  the  common,  near  the  Hale  parsonage,  was  a  little 
booth  by  the  great  tree  and  gun-house,  where  he  played 
on  public  days,  and  the  pennies  dropped  into  his  battered 
old  hat  in  a  shower  as  the  strings  snai)ped  and  the  melodies 
were  set  free.  He  played  for  dancing  also  at  the  old  tavern 
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of  Farris  &  Elliot,  kept  where  the  Catholic  church — "  Star 
of  the  East  ” — now  stands,  and  never  allowed  a  dance  to 
be  interrui)ted  by  the  default  of  catgut,  but  kept  on  play¬ 
ing,  as  though  entranced,  if  one  string  remained,  to  the 
end  of  the  figure.  His  politeness  was  unfailing.  "Massa” 
and  "  Missey  ”  were  applied  to  eyeryliody  who  was  thought 
worthy  of  his  recognition.  The  sawing  and  splitting  of 
wood  were  amongst  the  chores  by  which  he  eked  out  a 
pretty  comfortable  existence.  But  labors  of  this  kind  he 
found  it  necessary,  at  frequent  intervals,  to  relieve  with 
music.  He  had  a  strong,  line  voice  and  this,  with  his 
tropical  fervor  in  religion,  must  have  made  him  a  valuable 
reinforcement  to  the  Sunday  choir,  when  he  occupied  one 
of  Captain  Vickery’s  two  gallery  pews  in  the  old  Baptist 
Meeting-House.  Black  Bob’s,  form  of  salutation  on  meet¬ 
ing  ’S(|uire  Rantoll  and  Pa’son  Thayer  was  of  the  same 
elaborate  type  as  that  described  in  the  Bulletin  above  cited, 
as  applied  to  Massa  Dane,  and  in  later  years  he  became 
an  occasional  attendant  on  Parson  Thayer’s  ministrations, 
seated  often  in  the  gallery  of  the  Old  South  Meeting- 
House. 
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Salem,  April  21,  1777. 

I,  George  Ulmer  of  Salem,  being  an  Inlisted  soldier  in 
Capt.  Hunt’s  com})any  in  Col.  Patterson’s  Regh,  Have 
this  day  rec'*  of  Jos :  Sprague  fourteen  pounds  being  the 
additional  bounty  Voted  to  each  man  who  shall  inlist  into 
the  Continental  army  as  part  of  this  town’s  proportion. 

(Signed)  George  Ulmer. 

£14. 

HIST.  COLL.  VOL.  XXXI  28 


216 


THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  SALEM  SHAG. 


THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  "SALEM  SHAG.” 

A  New  York  philologist,  summering  here,  said  he  was 
unwilling  to  go  home  until  he  had  discovered  the  origin 
of  the  "Salem  Shag.”  The  Essex  Institute  could  find  no 
better  explanation  to  offer  him  than  these  verses : 

In  martial  panoply  arra3’ed, 

Welcomed  of  sire,  beloved  of  maid. 

See  our  brave  youngsters  file  in  view. 

What  time  the  century  was  new, — 

The  gilded  youth  of  Salem  town. 

In  leggins  white,  with  muskets  brown. 

Coats  blue,  picked  out  in  dainty  red. 

Casques  fit  to  cap  a  Spartan’s  head. 

High  topped  with  notlding  ostrich  plume 
White  as  the  angry  ocean’s  foam. 

While  each  proud  crest  must  flaunt  in  air 
Its  shaggy  tuft  of  blood-red  hair. 

As  though  in  gore  some  battle-steed 
His  streaming  mane  had  drenched  indeed. 

Thus  bravely  ’dight  for  war  or  love, 

To  muster  marched, — in  ball-room  strove, — 

The  youth  of  Salem’s  halcyon  time. 

Proud  striplings  of  our  golden  prime, 

So  shaggy,  all  who  saw  them  swore, 

“  These  should  be  shags  ’’ — and  shags  they  were ! 


